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FOREWORD 


ALTHOUGH the output of theosophical literature increases 
year by year, it is refreshing sometimes to review the 
past, and study the original teachings as they were given 
out by the Founders and other pioneers of the modern 
theosophical movement. We have received many valu- 
able contributions from other and more recent authors, 
and it would be foolish to suppose that the theosophic 
well has dried up, or that we cannot hope to receive 
further instruction; but, even so, the later literature, 
consisting largely of simplified, popularized, and revised 
versions, together with records of research work in the 
uncharted ocean of the Unseen, can never replace the 
early teachings, the source of all later inspiration. 

Apart from the Inspired Teachers who illumine every 
age, the world has never been without self-appointed 
saviours with a mission, so that it is a relief to discover 
that the Founders were under no illusion concerning the 
nature and value of their work. They knew that infalli- 
bility has not been granted to man, that at most they 
were pupil-teachers; and they did not hesitate to set 
an example by developing and expanding their earlier 
essays on the Esoteric Philosophy or Secret Doctrine. 
Thus, Madame Blavatsky’s Isis Unveiled paved the way 
for, and was amplified by, her magnum opus entitled 
The Secret Doctrine. 

There is a temptation to shelve these works, not so 
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much because we do not appreciate them, but because 
they are believed to be much too advanced for the general 
reader. They certainly are food for thought, but their 
study will amply repay any ordinarily intelligent indi- 
vidual, who is prepared not only to read with his eyes, 
but also to mark, learn, and inwardly digest, with 
insight, their contents. Many excellent works are “dated”, 
because they deal with problems which have since been 
solved; but while The Secret Doctrine already contains 
a certain amount of almost obsolete science, due to the 
rapid progress of scientific knowledge during the last 
thirty to forty years, and also some controversial matter 
which is no longer of general interest, it is chiefly con- 
cerned with fundamental principles belonging to the 
Eternal Now. Moreover, we shall find that the “obsolete 
science” is, in reality, very important, as modern science 
tends to corroborate the ancient wisdom; and that the 
“dated ” portions actually enhance the value of the whole. 
As one would expect, The Secret Doctrine shares to a 
considerable extent the fortunes of its author, who is 
dismissed by at least one biographer as a charlatan, and 
by another as “Russian high-priestess of Theosophy”. 
Nevertheless, the numerous references to her works, 
which appear in non-theosophical literature, to say 
nothing of attacks and replies in pamphlet and book 
form, all show that they have not been written in vain ; 
and that they are read by a wide and not undistinguished 
public, outside and totally unconnected with the 
theosophical movement. Opponents have accused Madame 
Blavatsky of inventing Theosophy, which, if true, would 
be greatly to her credit as an author; but it is much more 
reasonable to believe that, as she herself said, she was 
merely an amanuensis, a pen or secretary of her “Masters”. 
Whether the Masters, in whom she sincerely believed, 
and whose agent or messenger she claimed to be, had 
any real existence outside her imagination does not now 
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concern us. As students we are more concerned with 
the teachings than the teacher. Indeed, it is not improb- 
able that students of her philosophy know far more 
about H.P.B., than those whose interest is centred in 
her truly remarkable personality as revealed in various 
“lives” and other biographical sketches. Theosophists 
will understand that no personality is either immortal 
or perfect, and everyone should remember that it is not 
the first time in history that a weak and apparently 
unsuitable instrument has been chosen to carry through 
a great work. 

At least one attempt has been made to supply a long- 
felt want, a condensed version, shorter, simpler, and 
less expensive, retaining all the ethical and spiritual 
teachings: and Katharine Hillard’s Abridgement of The 
Secret Doctrine will no doubt continue to serve a very 
useful purpose, and be the means of introducing them 
to a wider circle of students. But an abridgement, even 
by the ripest scholar, seldom gives complete satisfaction, 
as one editor omits material which another would retain; 
and anyone who has so much as glanced through those 
bulky volumes, each one with its several hundred pages, 
will understand that an adequate summary is almost 
out of the question. Consequently, the sole aim of this 
compilation is that of presenting the reader with the 
fundamental principles of Madame Blavatsky’s philo- 
sophy, and the appearance of these fragments in print, 
composed almost entirely of verbatim quotations, has 
only been made possible through the kindness of the 
publishers of Isis Unveiled and The Secret Doctrine—The 
Theosophical Publishing House, Ltd., London. 


Ay, Ph a ey, 
“4 t 
<i 
hae 
ne 
i 
7 
Med hae ves 
y a tt, 
SM, ie Aint all ERT ST ae he ga 
wi Pen Dy S 
” Fs A y. va ¥ 2 4 
- ie ule fy he Raa iss 
, ry “ 
. 3 ae, ee neh 7 45 
i 
Pose, 6 Pay he ia eyes ks 
, ey ae | fier hp Rae NG AE 
f hee as Np Ds ay z with 
Pa 66 CTE bh ae 
te - op ih Sun taarit 
ert als Aah NTA Bey apt eee ae Pog 
i, a 
late 
10 MAE TR GRP Nie 


Cie Cure sige! 


ee ie HN 


Ske See Oe GO Sate Reee 


eee he es SOM nee fre Tes 


7 i * Late 
* if bj we k i A 
m2 A 
* 
he sd bet. i. i 
s 1 
he 
De PA .: 
, * 
¥ 


FRAGMENTS FROM THE 
TEACHINGS OF H. P. BLAVATSKY 


THE PURPOSE OF ISIS UNVEILED 


THE first volume and Part One of Js¢s is, to quote from 
the Preface, “the fruits of a somewhat intimate acquaint- 
ance with Eastern Adepts and study of their science. 
It is an attempt to aid the student to detect the vital 
principle which underlies the philosophical systems of 
old. It shows neither mercy for enthroned error, nor 
reverence for usurped authority. It demands for a 
spoliated past that credit for its achievements which 
has been too long withheld. When, years ago, we first 
travelled over the East, exploring the penetralia of its 
deserted sanctuaries, two saddening and ever recurring 
questions oppressed our thoughts: Where, Who, What 
is God? Who ever saw the immortal spirit of man so as 
to be able to assure himself of man’s immortality? We 
came into contact with certain men, endowed with such 
mysterious powers and such profound knowledge, that 
we may truly designate them as the sages of the Orient. 
They showed us that by combining science with religion, 
the existence of God and the immortality of man’s spirit 
may be demonstrated like a problem of Euclid. Their 
philosophy has room for no other faith than an absolute 
3 


* 
* 


4 Teachings of H. P. Blavatsky 


faith in the omnipotence of man’s own immortal self. 

This omnipotence comes from the kinship of man’s spirit 
with the Universal Soul—God. When one sees mortal 
man displaying tremendous capabilities, controlling the 
forces of Nature and opening up to view the world of 
spirit, the reflective mind is overwhelmed with the 
conviction that if one man’s spiritual Ego can do this 
much, the capabilities of the Father Spirit must be 
relatively as much vaster as the whole ocean surpasses 
the single drop in volume and potency.” “Man-spirit 
proves God-spirit, as the one drop of water proves a 
source from which it must have come. Tell one who 
had never seen water that there is an ocean of water 
and he must accept it on faith or reject it altogether. 
But let one drop fall upon his hand, and he then has 
the fact from which all the rest may be inferred.” 
“In our studies, mysteries were shown to be no mysteries. 
Reverently we stepped in spirit within the temple of 


Isis to lift aside the veil. . . . The one living God 
had spoken through his oracle—man, and we were 
satisfied. . . . The drift of modern thought is palpably 


towards liberalism in religion as well as science. Each 
day brings the reactionists nearer to the point where they 
must surrender the despotic authority over the public 
conscience, which they have so long enjoyed and exer- 
cised. Our work, then, is a plea for the recognition of 
the Hermetic philosophy, the anciently universal Wisdom 
Religion, as the only possible key to the Absolute in 
science and theology.” 


THE CONFLICT BETWEEN ‘SCIENCE AND 
THEOLOGY 
THE first volume of Jsis commences with a review of 


the state of the modern world, then, as now, full of 
unrest and anarchy, temporal and spiritual. “On the 
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one hand,” says Madame Blavatsky, “an unspiritual, 
dogmatic clergy; a host of sects, and warring religions; 
discord instead of union; dogmas without proofs; sensa- 
tion-loving preachers, and wealth and pleasure-seeking 
parishioners. On the other hand, scientific hypotheses 
built on sand; no accord upon a single question; ran_ 
corous quarrels and jealousy; a general drift into 
materialism. A death grapple of Science with Theology 
for infallibility—a conflict of ages.” Madame Blavatsky’s 
outspoken and vigorous style, showing no mercy for 
enthroned error, has led many critics, chiefly those 
without a first-hand knowledge of her writings, to accuse 
her of un-Christian , and even anti-Christian , bias: a charge 
that was anticipated and ably answered in the Preface. 
to the second volume from which the following quotation 
is taken. “Were it possible, we would keep this work 
(the second volume dealing with theology) out of the 
hands of many Christians whom its perusal would not 
benefit, and for whom it was not written. We allude 
to those whose faith in their respective Churches is pure 
and ‘sincere, and those whose sinless lives reflect the 
glorious example of that Prophet of Nazareth, by whose 
mouth the Spirit of Truth spake loudly to humanity. 
These have ennobled Christianity, but would have shed 
the same lustre upon any other faith they might have 
professed—for they were higher than their creed. They 
are to be found at this day (1877), in pulpit and pew, 
in palace and cottage; but the increasing materialism, 
worldliness, and hypocrisy are fast diminishing their 
proportionate number. We have personally known such 
God-fearing priests and clergymen, and we have always 
avoided debate with them, lest we might be guilty of 
the cruelty of hurting their feelings; nor would we rob 
a single layman of his blind confidence, if it alone made 
possible for him holy living and serene dying. An 
analysis of religious beliefs in general, this volume is 
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in particular directed against theological Christianity, 
the chief opponent of free thought. It contains not one 
word against the pure teachings of Jesus, but unsparingly 
denounces their debasement into pernicious ecclesiastical 
systems that are ruinous to man’s faith in his immortality 
and his God, and subversive of all moral restraint.” 
In view of the temper of the times and the spirit of that 
age of conflict, in which righteous and even unrighteous 
indignation were exalted, and when tolerance was the 
exception, Madame Blavatsky’s strictures strike one as 
being not only justified, but comparatively mild and 
restrained. Thus, on one famous occasion, a public 
debate between an eminent scientist and a well-known 
divine, the professor declared, in so many words, that 
he would rather claim descent from an ape than from 
a bishop: and the highest dignitaries of a church did 
not hesitate to characterize those who disagreed with 
their theology, whether agnostics or atheists, as “wolves”, 
“dropsical children of Satan”, and “monsters of hell”. 
Honeyed words may cloak a multitude of uncharitable 
thoughts, but we live in a changing world, and the 
liberalizing tendency which was then struggling for 
expression has now found its voice, and is calling loudly 
to the children of a new and better age. To-day, when 
broad churchmen are pleading for simpler and more 
real religion and fewer doubtful dogmas, it is interesting 
to remember that, in Madame Blavatsky’s opinion, the 
pure teachings of Jesus, and of every other great teacher, 
were: (1) that every thing existing, exists from natural 
causes; (2) that virtue brings its own reward, and vice 
and sin their own punishment; (3) that the state of man 
in this world is probationary; in other words, God, 
and individual immortality for every man—if he could 
but win it. She believed that Churchianity had had its 
day, but that, “the grand figure of the philosopher and 
moral reformer (Jesus), instead of growing paler will 
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become with every century more pronounced and more 
clearly defined. It will reign supreme and universal 
only on that day when the whole of humanity recognizes 
but one father—The Unknown One above—and one 
brother—the whole of mankind below.” 

Before outlining the basic principles of Isis, we must 
turn back to the first volume, where, at the close of an 
initial chapter entitled, “Before the Veil”, Madame 
Blavatsky has something further to say concerning the 
aim and scope of her work. “Its object,” she writes, 
“is not to force upon the public the personal views or 
theories of its author; nor has it the pretensions of a 
scientific work, which aims at creating a revolution in 
some department of thought. It is rather a brief summary 
of the religions, philosophies, and universal traditions 
of human kind, and the exegesis of the same, in the 
spirit of those secret doctrines, of which none, thanks 
to prejudice and bigotry, have reached Christendom in 
so unmutilated a form as to secure it a fair judgement. 
In undertaking to inquire into the assumed infallibility 
of Modern Science and Theology, the author has been 
forced, even at the risk of being thought discursive, 
to make constant comparisons of the ideas, achievements, 
and pretensions of their representatives, with those of 
the ancient philosophers and religious teachers. Things 
the most widely separated as to time, have thus been 
brought into immediate juxtaposition, for only thus 
could the priority and parentage of discoveries and 
dogmas be determined. In discussing the merits of our 
scientific contemporaries, their own confessions of failure 
in experimental research, of baffling mysteries, of missing 
links in their chains of theory, of inability to comprehend 
natural phenomena, of ignorance of the laws of the causal 
world, have furnished the basis for the present study. 
Deeply sensible of the Titanic struggle that is now in 
progress between materialism and the spiritual aspirations 

B 


8 Teachings of H. P. Blavatsky 


of mankind, our constant endeavour has been to 
gather into our several chapters, every fact and argument 
that can be used to aid the latter in defeating the former. 
Sickly and deformed child as it now is, the materialism 
of To-day is born of the brutal Yesterday. Unless its 
growth is arrested it may become our master. It is the 
bastard progeny of the French Revolution and its reaction 
against ages of religious bigotry and repression. To 
prevent the crushing of these spiritual aspirations, the 
blighting of these hopes, and the deadening of that 
intuition which teaches us of a God and a Hereafter, we 
must show our false theologies in their naked deformity , and 
distinguish between divine religion and human dogmas. 
Our voice is raised for spiritual freedom, and our plea 
for enfranchisement from all tyranny, whether of Science 
or Theology.” 


INDIA, THE MOTHER OF ARYAN CULTURE 


WHEN Isis was in course of preparation there were very 
few impartial, inexpensive, popular works on com- 
parative religion and philosophy; and Platonism, 
Gnosticism, and Occultism were almost unknown except 
to wealthy owners of private libraries and professional 
scholars. Educated people knew that among the ancients, 
notably the Greeks, there were able mathematicians, 
astronomers, and philosophers; and Orientalists like 
Professor Max Muller were sufficiently intrigued with 
Eastern Philosophy to spend years studying and trans- 
lating volume after volume of the sacred books of the 
East. But, with few exceptions, they either could not 
or would not credit the ancient world with having possessed 
a lofty spiritual culture and profound wisdom second 
to none; for, from the orthodox point of view, there 
was only one “true religion”: all others were “false” 
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and the “work of demons”. Matthew Arnold, liberal 
Christian and apostle of “sweet reasonableness”, was one 
such exception. Five years before the publication of 
Isis he wrote in “Literature and Dogma”, that “the 
non-Christian religions are not to the wise man mere 
monsters; he knows that they have much good and 
truth in them. He knows that Mohammedanism, 
Brahminism, and Buddhism, are not what the mission- 
aries call them; and he knows, too, how really unfit the 
missionaries are to cope with them.” His impartial 
verdict is particularly interesting because, in India, 
the attempt to revive the ancient culture embarrassed 
and impeded the missionaries, who became bitter enemies 
of Madame Blavatsky and Theosophy. It is true that 
she accused them of denying, and even deliberately 
falsifying, “everything that (was) noble, spiritual, eleva- 
ting, in the old religion”, and pointed out that “disease, 
drunkenness, and demoralization (were) the immediate 
results of apostasy from the faith of their fathers, and 
conversion into a religion of mere forms.” But all 
this is now a matter of history, for to-day, religious 
and political leaders view with grave apprehension 
the rapid Westernization and materialization of the 
East, which embraces both the virtues and the vices 
of our civilization. Only readers of Iss or similar books 
will be able to judge how far its author succeeded in 
unveiling the ancient wisdom; but the following passages 
show that she had good reason for declaring that the 
comparison of the various systems of religion and 
philosophy led to the inevitable conclusion that they 
were all branches of a once universal Wisdom Religion ; 
and that India, and not Greece, was the Mother of the 
Aryan Race and its Divine Knowledge. 

The ancient Hindus were, so Louis Jacolliot informs 
us, “the parents of philosophy and metaphysics. They 
fixed the calendar, invented the zodiac, calculated the 
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precession of the equinoxes, and discovered the general 
laws of the planetary movements, observing and pre- 
dicting eclipses. In the realm of Mathematics, they 
invented the decimal system, the differential, the integral, 
and infinitesimal calculi; while we must restore to them 
the square of the hypotenuse and the table so improperly 
called Pythagorean, which is found engraved on the 
Goparama of the majority of great pagodas. In Physics 
they discovered hydrostatics, and the proposition that 
every body plunged in water loses of its own weight a 
weight equal to the volume which it displaces. This 
discovery was a loan made by the Brahmins to the famous 
Greek architect Archimedes. They formed the most 
marvellous language in the world—the Sanskrit—which 
gave birth to the greater part of the idiom of the Orient, 
and of Indo-European countries. Their poets treated 
all the styles and showed themselves supreme in all. 
As musicians they invented the gamut with its differences 
of tones and half-tones much before Gui d’Arezzo. In 
architecture they seem to have exhausted all that the 
genius of man is capable of conceiving. Domes; tapering 
cupolas; minarets with marble lace; Gothic towers; 
Greek hemicycles; all kinds and all epochs are there, 
betokening the origin and date of the different colonies, 
which, in emigrating, carried with them their souvenirs 
of their native art.” In fact, of the ancients it may be 
said that, “they built like giants and finished like 
jewellers”. Modern scientific ability does not, as we 
know, always denote spirituality, but we must remember 
that ancient science was sacred and under the control 
of the priesthood. “With them science went hand in hand 
with religion, and the idea of God was inseparable from 
that of his works.” The higher mathematics, for instance, 
was concerned with Mystic Number, associated later with 
the names of Pythagoras and Plato. “God formed things 
as they first arose according to forms and numbers.” 
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“It is recognized by modern science that all the higher 
laws of Nature assume the form of quantitative state- 
ment. This is perhaps a fuller elaboration or more 
explicit affirmation of the Pythagorean doctrine. Numbers 
were regarded as the best representations of the law of 
harmony which pervade the Cosmos. We know, too, 
that in Chemistry the doctrine of atoms and the laws 
of combination are actually, and, as it were, arbitrarily, 
defined by numbers. ‘The world is, then, through all 
its departments, a living arithmetic in its development; 
a realized geometry in its repose (Butler).’ The key to 
the Pythagorean dogmas is the general formula of unity 
in multiplicity, the one evolving the many and pervading 
the many. This is the ancient doctrine of emanation in 
a few words. Even the apostle Paul accepted it as true. 
. ‘Out of him and through him and in him all 
things are.’ This is purely Hindu and Brahminical.” 
“The Rosicrucian theory, that the whole universe is a 
musical instrument, is the Pythagorean doctrine of the 
music of the spheres. Sounds and colours are all spiritual 
numerals; as the seven prismatic rays proceed from one 
spot in heaven, so the seven powers of Nature, each of 
them a number, are the seven radiations of the Unity, 
the central spiritual Sun.” Summing up, Madame 
Blavatsky says: “Such were the results attained by 
this ancient and imposing Brahminical civilization. 
What have we to offer for comparison? Beside such 
majestic achievements of the past, what can we place 
that will seem so grandiose and sublime as to warrant 
our boast of superiority over an ignorant ancestry? 
Thus, gradually but surely, will the whole of antiquity 
be vindicated. Truth will be carefully sifted from 
exaggeration; much that is now considered fiction may 
yet be proved fact, and the facts and laws of modern 
science found to belong to the limbo of exploded myths. 
. . For a belief to have become universal, it must 
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have been founded on an immense accumulation of facts, 
tending to strengthen it, from one generation to another.” 


THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES 


WE come now to a consideration of some of the funda- 
mental principles, around which or upon which Isis 
was written. 


(1) The first proposition reads: “There is no miracle. 
Everything that happens is the result of law— 
eternal, immutable, ever active. Apparent 
miracle is but the operation of forces antagon - 
istic to what (a scientist) calls the well- 
ascertained laws of Nature.” 


This plain statement of fact seems so obvious that it 
is a little difficult to see why it should have upset the 
conventionally-minded reader of rather more than half 
a century ago. But we must remember the conflict of 
the age, between scientific materialism and unscientific 
theology; for at such times, especially, orthodoxy appeals 
more to authority and more to man’s credulity and love of 
the marvellous, than to his rational faculty. Thus, with 
the laudable object of inculcating in man a due sense 
of his own frailty and the might and majesty of Deity, the 
fear of the Lord, it was argued that God, being almighty, 
could do anything—however absurd—even to the con- 
tradicting of Himself. Madame Blavatsky’s faith in 
the supernormal, being founded on knowledge, was 
more sure than that of many of the clergy, who believed 
that the age of miracles was past; but she affirmed that 
“the so-called miracles, to begin with Moses and end 
with Caligostro, when genuine, were perfectly in accord- 
ance with natural law; hence no miracles.” Moreover, 
when occult phenomena was said to be primarily the 
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work of demons, she reminded the critics that, “the 
laws of Nature are the same for heathen sorcerer as for 
(Christian) saint; and a ‘miracle’ may be produced as 
well by one as by the other, without the slightest inter- 
vention of God or devil.” Finally, this same proposition 
struck an equally shrewd blow at the happy-go-lucky 
philosophy, or lack of philosophy, of the man of the 
world; for when everything is the result of law there 
can be no such thing as Luck or Chance. 

The fifth and tenth propositions are best considered 
together, as they deal with the same subject, Magic. 


(5) The fifth proposition states that: “Arcane know- 
ledge misapplied is sorcery; beneficently used, 
true magic or wisdom.” 


(10) The tenth proposition is to the effect that: “The 
cornerstone of magic is an intimate practical 
knowledge of magnetism and electricity.” 
“In a few words, magic is spiritual wisdom; 
Nature the material ally and servant of the 
magician. One common vital principle 
pervades all things, and this is controllable 
by the perfected human will.” 


Nowadays, people are inclined to smile at such old- 
fashioned expressions as sorcery and magic, which recall 
the superstitions of the dark ages, but that is because 
they confuse magic with conjuring and similar innocent 
amusements. No one will deny, however, that “Power 
belongs to him who knows”, and one kind of sorcery 
which Madame Blavatsky had in view was the deliberate 
interference with another person’s mind and will, by the 
art of fascination and the power of suggestion. “There 
are,” she said, “two kinds of magnetic attraction: 
sympathy and fascination; the one holy and natural, 
the other evil and unnatural.” Mesmerism and hypnotism 
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were then a popular craze, as psycho-analysis is to-day, 
and unscrupulous experimenters, including bogus “pro- 
fessors” and qualified practitioners, were a public menace. 
Strictly speaking, every evil thought directed against 
another person is an act of sorcery, and the esoteric 
meaning of the scriptural reference to sinning by inten- 
tion is, in that case, its literal interpretation. Fortu- 
nately, lack of knowledge and will-power protects us 
from ourselves, so that our constant abuse of thought 
force scarcely merits the title of black magic. Medieval 
occultists, like the mysterious and much misunderstood 
Alchemists and Rosicrucians, are generally supposed to 
have been credulous simpletons or else gross impostors; 
but the following two passages from their works, quoted 
in Isis, show them in a very different light, and might 
easily be mistaken for extracts from the teachings of 
modern suggestionists and writers on self-development. 
“Faith must confirm the imagination,” said Paracelsus, 
“for faith establishes the will. . . . Determined will 
is a beginning of all magical operations. . . . Because 
men do not perfectly imagine and believe, the result is 
that the arts are uncertain, while they might be perfectly 
certain.” According to Van Helmont, “The will is the 
first of all powers. For through the will of the Creator 
all things were made and (set) in motion. The will is 
the property of all spiritual beings, and displays itself 
in them the more actively they are freed from matter.” 
Thus we see that “Pure primeval magic (did) not consist 
in superstitious practices and vain ceremonies, but in 
the imperial will of man.” After making every allowance 
for exaggeration and imposture, there is ample evidence 
to show that the ancients knew quite as much about 
magic, the Maha or Great Science, as they did of almost 
every other branch of human knowledge, and that their 
wisdom did not die with them. When ancient libraries, 
like the world-famous Alexandrian library , were destroyed, 
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they ‘were also plundered, but amongst the “plunderers” 
were friends who managed to rescue and conceal many 
of the more valuable rolls. Again, in the Middle Ages, 
when Occultists were burnt along with their books, there 
is good reason for believing that some of the manuscripts 
escaped the flames; and that the “piety” of the perse- 
cutors did not prevent them from secretly studying and 
practising the forbidden arts. If these pious vandals 
did not gain much advantage it was simply because, as 
Madame Blavatsky said, “unlike other sciences, a theoreti- 
cal knowledge of formule without mental capacities or 
soul powers, is utterly useless in magic. . . . To become 
a neophyte, one must be ready to devote himself heart 
and soul to the study of mystic sciences. Magic—most 
imperative of mistresses—brooks no rival.” 


(6) The sixth proposition states that: “Mediumship 
is the opposite of Adeptship; the medium is 
the passive instrument of foreign influences, 
the adept actively controls himself and all 
inferior potencies. (One is controlled, the 
other controls.) ” 


The essence of this proposition is simply that man 
is a spiritual being, and that only by self-control and 
self-development can he unfold his latent divine powers 
and so fulfil his destiny. Js7s contains numerous passages 
relating to mediumship and spiritualism, which, after 
years of psychic research still retain their freshness, and 
of which the following quotations are fully representative. 
“Those best prepared to appreciate occultism are the 
spiritualists, although, through prejudice, until now | 
they have been the bitterest opponents to its introduction 
to public notice. Despite all foolish negations and denun- 
ciations, their phenomena are real. Despite, also, their own 
assertions they are wholly misunderstood by themselves 
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The totally insufficient theory of the constant agency 
of disembodied human spirits in their production has 
been the bane of the cause. Ignoring the teachings 
of the past they have discovered no substitute. Are we 
unjust; does any intelligent spiritualist complain that 
we have misstated the case? To what can he point us 
but to a confusion of theories, a»tangle of hypotheses — 
mutually contradictory?” “Were these God-like men 
(Plotinus and Apollonius) ‘mediums’, as the orthodox 
spiritualists will have it? By no means, if by the term 
we understand those ‘sick-sensitives’ who are born with 
a peculiar organization. . . . Unquestionably so, if 
we consider every individual a medium in whose magnetic 
atmosphere the denizens of higher invisible spheres can 
move, and act, and live. In such a sense every person 
is a medium.” “But mediumship, as now understood 
and manifested, is a different thing. It is literally obsession 
and possession; and mediums who pride themselves on 
being the faithful slaves of their‘ guides’ , and who repudiate 
with indignation the idea of ‘controlling the mani- 
festations’, could not very well deny the fact without 
inconsistency.” “A medium needs either a foreign 
intelligence—whether it be spirit or living mesmerizer— 
to overpower his physical and mental parts, or some 
means to induce trance. An Adept requires but a few 
minutes of ‘self-contemplation’. The Adept has no 
need of any such extraneous aids—the simple exertion 
of his will-power is all-sufficient.” “The tree is known 
by the fruits. Side by side with passive mediums appear 
active mediators. .. . These men were mediators 
(for want of a better word), guided merely by their own 
personal spirit, or divine soul, and availing themselves 
of the help of spirits only so far as these remain in the 
right path. . . . If we apply the above law of medium- 
ship and mediatorship to the subject of levitation, 
what shall we find? The medium, being passive, must 
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be lifted up; the ecstatic, being active, must levitate 
himself.” “Nowhere throughout the Old Testament, 
nor in Homer, nor Virgil is communion with the dead 
termed otherwise than necromancy. . . . It was the 
doctrine of the ancients, that no soul from the ‘abode 
of the blest’, will return to earth, unless, indeed, upon 
rare occasions its apparition might be required to accom- 
plish some great object in view, and so bring benefit 
upon humanity. In this latter instance the ‘soul’ has 
no need to be evoked. It sent its portentous message 
either by an evanescent simulacrum of itself, or through 
messengers, who could appear in material form, and 
personate faithfully the departed. . . . Saul was on 
the verge of destruction, himself and his sons, yet Samuel 
inquired of him: ‘Why hast thou disquieted me, to bring 
me up?’ ” “Why should spiritualists wonder that the 
presence of some strong sceptic hinders and often stops 
altogether the manifestations. The opposing power alone 
of unbelief and scepticism, if projected in a current of 
equal force, can check the other and sometimes completely 
neutralize it.” We will conclude this brief review of the 
propositions dealing with miracles, magic, and medium- 
ship, with one more quotation, which directs our thoughts 
to the Prime Cause of those effects that we ignorantly 
but earnestly observe and try to understand. “The 
disputants are battling about mere words. Call the 
phenomena force, energy, electricity or magnetism, will 
or spirit-power, it will ever be the partial manifestation 
of the soul, whether disembodied or imprisoned for a 
while in its body—of a portion of that intelligent, 
omnipotent, and individual will, pervading all Nature, 
and known, through the insufficiency of human language 
to express correctly psychological images , as—God. 

As God (the Macrocosm) creates, so man (the microcosm) 
can create. Given a certain intensity of will, and the 
shapes created by the mind become subjective. Given 
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a more intense and intelligent concentration of this will, 
and the form becomes concrete, visible, objective; the 
man has learned the secret of secrets: he is a magician.” 


(7) Proposition seven states that: “All things that 
ever were, that are, or that will be, have their 
record upon the astral light, or tablet of the 
unseen universe; the initiated adept, by 
using the vision of his own spirit, can know 
all that has been known or can be known.” 


“A possibility that the life history of everyone who 
has lived on earth has in some way been physically 
recorded and preserved, ” was mentioned by Father Herbert 
Thurston, S.J., in a lecture in London on “Communi- 
cating with the Dead”. “It was not impossible that the 
acts of every human being were recorded—on a wall 
for instance—and that were living people given a special 
gift of perception, they might be able to trace the history 
of every soul that had passed through the world.” The 
above quotation from a recent number of the “Universe”, 
headed “Hidden Records of Life”, is interesting because 
Madame Blavatsky always maintained that learned 
churchmen, especially the Catholic clergy, could con- 
firm many of her statements, and that they knew far 
more of the ancient wisdom than they deemed it prudent 
to divulge. Moreover, this very guarded statement 
discloses nothing novel or new, for Psychometry is as 
old as the hills; and in Jsts Madame Blavatsky quotes 
a Professor Draper as saying that, “upon the walls of 
our most private apartments, there exist the vestiges of 
all our acts, silhouettes of whatever we have done.” 
“The Psychometer,” she continues, “by applying the 
fragments of a substance to his forehead, brings his 
inner self into relation with the inner soul of the object 
he handles.” “It appears to us the height of impossibility 
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to imagine that scenes in some temple of prehistoric 
times should be photographed only upon the substance 
of certain atoms. The images of the events are imbedded 
in that all-permeating, universal, and ever-retaining 
medium, which the philosophers call the ‘Soul of the 
World’. (World Memory, Akashic Records.) It is now 
admitted that the universal aether pervades all things 
in Nature, even the most solid. It is beginning to be 
admitted, also, that this preserves the images of all 
things which transpire.” “In our opinion, if psycho- 
metry is one of the grandest proofs of the indestructibility 
of matter, retaining eternally the impressions of the 
outer world, the possession of that faculty by our inner 
sight is a still greater (proof) in favour of the immortality 
of man’s individual spirit. Capable of discerning events 
which took place hundreds of thousands of years ago, 
why should it not apply the same faculty to a future 
lost in the eternity, in which there can be neither past 
nor future, but only one boundless present?” “Time,” 
as Madame Blavatsky said in The Secret Doctrine, “is 
only an illusion produced by the succession of our states 
of consciousness, and cannot exist where no conscious- 
ness exists, but ‘lies asleep’. The present is only a 
mathematical line, which divides that part of eternal 
duration which we call the future, from the part which 
we call the past . . . the sensation we have of the 
actuality of that division of ‘time’ known as the present, 
comes from the blurring of that momentary glimpse, or 
succession of glimpses of things, given us by our senses, 
as those things pass from the region of ideals that we 
call the future, to the region of memories that we name 
the past.” “The flash of memory which is traditionally 
supposed to show a drowning man every long-forgotten 
scene of his mortal life—as the landscape is revealed 
to the traveller by intermittent flashes of lightning— 
is simply the sudden glimpse which the struggling soul 
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gets into the silent galleries where his history is depicted 
in imperishable colours.” It is obvious that there must 
be a great difference between a sensitive possessing 
“second sight”, and the spiritual vision of perfected man ; 
but what we do not always realize is, that a poet, novelist, 
or even a scientist gifted with imagination, has quite 
as much right to be called clairvoyant as an untrained 
psychic with fleeting and confused glimpses of the imme- 
diate past or future. Such a one is a psychological seer, 
he has insight, and perhaps intuition. 

The second and third propositions, which may also 
be studied together, state that Nature and man are 
triune, and read as follows: 


(2) “Nature is triune: there is a visible, objective 

nature; an invisible, indwelling, energizing 

nature, the exact model of the other, and 

its vital principle; and, above these two, 

Spirit, source of all forces, alone eternal, and 

indestructible. The lower two constantly 
change; the higher third does not.” 

(3) “Man is also triune: he has his objective, 
physical body; his vitalizing astral body (or 
soul), the real man; and these two are brooded 
over and illuminated by the third—the 
sovereign, the immortal spirit. When the 
real man succeeds in merging himself with 
the latter, he becomes an immortal entity.” 


Being more familiar to Western readers, the three- 
fold constitution of man, “body, soul, and spirit”, is 
useful in that it paves the way for a better understanding 
of the much more complex septenary classification 
adopted in The Secret Doctrine. But, as many people 
persist in thinking of soul and spirit as if they were one 
and the same, the following further quotation from The 
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Secret Doctrine may help to clear away the mist. “Matter 
is the vehicle for the manifestation of Soul on this plane 
of existence, and Soul is the vehicle on a higher plane 
for the manifestation of Spirit, and these three are a 
trinity synthesized by /fe, which pervades them all.” 
In other words, “Soul is the temporary reflection in 
grosser matter of the eternal spirit.” The significance 
of these propositions is summed up in a sentence: “The 
trinity of Nature is the lock of magic; the trinity of man 
the key that fits it.” 


CONCLUSION 


WE have now outlined, very briefly and imperfectly , 
some of the main teachings contained in Isis, with the 
hope that others may be sufficiently interested and 
encouraged to study the original work for themselves; 
and we will close this first part of our study with a quota- 
tion from the last chapter of the second volume. “By 
those who have followed us thus far, it will naturally 
be asked, to what practical issue this book tends; much 
has been said about magic and its potentiality, much 
of the immense antiquity of its practice. Do we wish 
to affirm that the Occult Sciences ought to be studied 
and practised throughout the world? We would have 
neither scientists, theologians, nor spiritualists turn 
practical magicians, but all to realize that there was 
true science, profound religion, and genuine phenomena 
before this modern era. We would that all who have 
a voice in the education of the masses should first know 
and then teach that the safest guides to human happiness 
and enlightenment are those writings which have descended 
to us from the remotest antiquity; and that noble 
spiritual aspirations and a higher average morality 
prevail in the countries where the people take their 
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precepts as the rule of their lives. We would have all 
to realize that magical, i.e., spiritual, powers exist in 
every man, and those few to practise them who feel 
called to teach, and are ready to pay the price of dis- 
cipline and self-conquest which their development exacts. 
Many men have arisen who had glimpses of the truth, 
and fancied they had it all. Such have failed to achieve 
the good they might have done and sought to do, because 
vanity has made them thrust their personality into such 
undue prominence as to interpose it between their believers 
and the whole truth that lay behind. The world needs 
no sectarian church. . . . There being but ome Truth, 
man requires but one Church—the temple of God within 
us, walled in by matter but penetrable by anyone who 
can find the way; the pure in heart see God. Within 
the solemn precincts of the sanctuary the Supreme had 
and has no name. It is unthinkable and unpronounceable; 
and yet every man finds in himself his God.” “Our 
work is done—would that it were better done! But 
despite our inexperience in the art of book-making, 
and the serious difficulty of writing in a foreign tongue, 
we hope we have succeeded in saying some things that 
will remain in the minds of the thoughtful.” “Our 
examination of the multitudinous religious faiths that man- 
kind, early and late, have professed, most assuredly indi- 
cates that they have all been derived from one primitive 
source. It would seem as if they were all but differ- 
ent modes of expressing the yearning of the imprisoned 
human soul for intercourse with supernal spheres.” 
“For the purpose of a philosophical analysis, we need 
not take account of the enormities which have blackened 
the record of many of the world’s religions. True faith 
is the embodiment of divine charity; those who minister 
at its altars are but human. As we turn the bloodstained 
pages of ecclesiastical history, we find that, whoever 
may have been the hero, and whatever costumes the 
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actors may have worn, the plot of the tragedy has ever 
been the same. But the eternal night was in and behind 
all, and we pass from what we see to that which is invisible 
to the eye of sense. Our fervent wish has been to show 
true souls how they may lift aside the curtain, and, in 
the brightness of that Night made Day, look with 
undazzled gaze upon the Unveiled Truth.” 


PART TWO 
THE SECRET DOCTRINE 


FOREWORD 


The Secret Doctrine was intended to be an amended 
and enlarged version of Isis Unveiled, but the wealth 
of material which embarrassed its author or transcriber 
made the original plan impossible, and necessitated 
an entirely new book containing, in all, not more than 
twenty pages extracted from the earlier work. As 
published in 1888, The Secret Doctrine consisted of two 
large volumes entitled Cosmogenesis and Anthropogenesis, 
based upon the Stanzas of an archaic MS., the Book of 
Dzyan, of which it is a commentary and interpretation. 
Its enormous length, including numerous notes, references, 
and almost endless digressions, in which the thread of 
the subject is often lost sight of for whole chapters, 
makes it much more difficult from the point of view of 
the general reader than Ists Unveiled. Nevertheless, 
its place in theosophical literature is unique, and it 
contains certain definite teachings which can be studied 
with advantage and at least partially comprehended by 
everyone. There need be no mystery about either the 
title or the use of such terms as “Esoteric” and “Occult”. 
Strictly speaking, a doctrine ceases to be secret as soon 
as it is published or spoken of in public, but they are 
relative terms, and if the teachings are new to readers 
their retention is justified. Jesus and other spiritual 


teachers invariably spoke in parables to the multitude, 
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the exoteric doctrine, reserving their deeper meaning 
and interpretation or esoteric doctrine— “the mysteries 
of the kingdom of Heaven”—for the inner circle of 
disciples. 


PREFACE, INTRODUCTION, AND PROEM 


The Secret Doctrine is not, as Madame Blavatsky 
informs us in the Preface, “put forward as a revelation; 
nor does the author claim the position of a revealer of 
mystic lore, now made public for the first time in the 
world’s history. For what is contained in this work is 
to be found scattered throughout thousands of volumes 
embodying the Scriptures of the great Asiatic and earl, 
European religions, hidden under glyph and symboly 
and hitherto left unnoticed because of this veil. What 
is now attempted is to gather the oldest tenets together 
and to make of them one harmonious and unbroken 
whole. It is needless to explain that this book is not 
the Secret Doctrine in its entirety, but a select number 
of fragments of its fundamental tenets; (and that) the 
Secret Doctrine is the essence of all the various religious 
schemes (and philosophical systems), out of which every 
mystery and dogma has grown, developed, and become 
materialized. The aim of this work may be thus stated ; 
to show that Nature is not ‘a fortuitous concourse of 
atoms’, and to assign to man his rightful place in the 
scheme of the Universe; to rescue from degradation the 
archaic truths which are the basis of all religions; to 
uncover, to some extent, the fundamental unity from 
which they all spring; finally, to show that the Occult 
side of Nature has never been approached by the Science 
of.modern civilization.” 

In the Introduction she continues: “In this age of 
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crass and illogical materialism, the Esoteric Philosophy 
alone is calculated to withstand the repeated attacks on 
all and everything man holds most dear and sacred in 
his inner and spiritual life. The true philosopher, the 
student of the Esoteric Wisdom, entirely loses sight of 
personalities, dogmatic beliefs, and special religions. 
Moreover, Esoteric Philosophy reconciles all religions, 
strips every one of its outward human garments, and 
shows the root of each to be identical with that of every 
other great religion. It proves the necessity of a Divine 
Absolute Principle in Nature, (and) denies Deity no 
more than it does the sun. (It) has never rejected God 
in Nature, nor Deity as the absolute and abstract Eus. 
It only refuses to accept any of the gods of the so-called 
monotheistic religions, gods created by man in his own 
image and likeness, a sorry caricature of the Ever- 
Unknowable. One of the greatest and perhaps the most 
serious objection to the correctness and reliability of 
the whole work will be the preliminary Stanzas. How 
can the statements contained in them be verified? True, 
though a great portion of the Sanskrit, Chinese, and 
Mongolian works quoted in the present volumes is known 
to some Orientalists, yet the chief work—that one from 
which the Stanzas are given—is not in the possession 
of European Libraries. The Book of Dzyan is utterly 
unknown to our Philologists, or at any rate was never 
heard of by them under its present name. This is, of 
course, a great drawback to those who follow the methods 
of research prescribed by official Science, but to students 
of Occultism it will be of little moment.” In other 
words The Secret Doctrine must be judged on its own 
merits; for as Madame Blavatsky said: “No Theosophical | 
book acquires the least additional value from pretended 
authority.” 

“The main body of the (teaching) given, however, 
is found scattered throughout hundreds and thousands 
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of Sanskrit MSS., some already translated, others still 
waiting their turn. Several of the teachings also have 
hitherto been transmitted orally, yet even these in every 
instance are hinted at in temple-literature. To recapitu- 
late. The Secret Doctrine was the universally diffused 
religion of the ancient and prehistoric world. More 
than one great scholar has stated that there never was 
a religious founder, whether Aryan, Semitic, or Turanian, 
who had invented a new religion, or revealed a new truth. 
‘These founders were all transmitters , not original teachers. 
They were the authors of new forms and interpretations, 
while the truths upon which their teachings were based 
were as old as mankind. . . . Thus every nation 
received in its turn some of the said truths, under the 
veil of its own local and special symbolism.” Based 
upon these mysterious Stanzas, Madame Blavatsky 
knew that this first instalment of Occult teachings was 
bound to be “rejected a priort in this century, but only 
in this one. For in the twentieth century of our era 
scholars will begin to recognize that the Secret Doctrine 
has neither been invented nor exaggerated, but, on the 
contrary, simply outlined. Every century an attempt 
is being made to show the world that Occultism is no 
vain superstition. Once the door is permitted to remain 
a little ajar, it will be opened wider with every new 
century. The times are ripe for a more serious knowledge 
than hitherto permitted, though still, even now, very 
limited.” 


THE FUNDAMENTAL PROPOSITIONS 


In the Proem the reader is advised, before proceeding 
to study the Stanzas, to become thoroughly well acquainted 
with a few fundamental conceptions which underlie and 
pervade the whole system of Esoteric Philosophy. 


“; 
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Embodied in three propositions they read, in a slightly 
condensed. form, as follows: 


(1) “An Omnipresent, Eternal, Boundless and Immut - 
able Principle, on which all speculation is impossible, 
since it transcends the power of human conception and 
can only be dwarfed by any human expression or simili- 
tude. To render these ideas clearer to the general reader , 
let him set out with the postulate that there is One 
Absolute Reality which antecedes all manifested, con- 
ditioned Being. This Infinite and Eternal Cause is the © 
Rootless Root of ‘all that was, is, or ever will be’. It 
is, of course, devoid of all attributes and is essentially 
without any relation to manifested, finite Being. It 
is ‘Be-ness’ rather than Being. This Be-ness is symbolized 
in the Secret Doctrine under two aspects. On the one 
hand, absolute Abstract Space, representing bare sub- 
jectivity. On the other, absolute Abstract Motion, repre- 
senting Unconditioned Consciousness. Even our Western 
thinkers have shown that consciousness is inconceivable 
to us apart from change, and motion best symbolizes 
change, its essential characteristic. This latter aspect 
of the One Reality is also symbolized by the term the 
- Great Breath. Thus, then, the first fundamental axiom 
of the Secret Doctrine is this metaphysical One Absolute 
Be-ness—symbolized by finite intelligence as the theo- 
logical Trinity.” A few further explanations are then 
given: “The Manifested Universe, therefore, is pervaded 
by duality, which is, as it were, the very essence of its 
ex-istence as Manifestation. But just as the opposite 
poles of Subject and Object, Spirit and Matter, are but 
aspects of the One Unity in which they are synthesized, 
so, in the Manifested Universe there is ‘that’ which 
links Spirit to Matter, Subject to Object.” (“That ” 
is Fohat or Divine Energy, the animating principle 
electrifying every atom into life.) “Just as Pre-Cosmic 
Ideation is the root of all individual Consciousness, so 
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Pre-Cosmic Substance is the substratum of Matter in the 
various grades of its differentiation.” “Apart from 
Cosmic Substance, Cosmic Ideation could not manifest as 
individual Consciousness, since it is only through a 
vehicle of matter that Consciousness wells up as ‘Iam I’.” 
“Again, apart from Cosmic Ideation, Cosmic Substance 
would remain an empty abstraction, and no emergence 
of Consciousness could ensue.” “Thus from Spirit, 
or Cosmic Ideation, comes our Consciousness, from 
Cosmic Substance the several vehicles in which that 
Consciousness is individualized and attains to self- 
consciousness. ” 


(2) “The Eternity of the Universe in toto as a boundless 
plane; periodically ‘the playground of numberless 
Universes incessantly manifesting and disappearing’, 
called the ‘Manifesting Stars’, and the ‘Sparks of Eter- 
nity’. This second assertion of the Secret Doctrine is the 
absolute universality of that law of periodicity, of flux 
and re-flux, ebb and flow, which physical science has 
observed and recorded in all departments of Nature. 
An alternation such as that of Day and Night, Life and 
Death, Sleeping and Waking, is a fact so common, so 
perfectly universal and without exception, that it is 
easy to comprehend that in it we see one of the absolutely 
fundamental Laws of the Universe.” 


(3) “The fundamental identity of all Souls with the 
Universal Over-Soul, the latter being itself an aspect 
of the Unknown Root; and the obligatory pilgrimage 
for every Soul—a spark of the former—through the 
Cycle of Incarnation, or Necessity, in accordance with 
Cyclic and Karmic Law, during the whole term. The 
pivotal doctrine of the Esoteric Philosophy admits 
no privileges or special gifts in man, save those won 
by his own Ego through personal effort and merit through- 
out a long series of reincarnations.” 


* 
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THE STANZAS OF DZYAN 


AFTER establishing these fundamental propositions, 
Madame Blavatsky proceeds to outline, very briefly, 
the subject-matter of the first seven Stanzas of the Book 
of Dzyan, given in the first volume entitled Cosmo- 
genesis. These Stanzas alone occupy about ten pages 
of The Secret Doctrine, and as they are in many cases 
incomprehensible without notes, we shall only quote 
four Shlokas from the first Stanza as an example. 

“The history of Cosmic Evolution, as traced in the 
Stanzas, is the abstract algebraical formula of that evolu- 
tion. Hence the student must not expect to find there 
an account of all the stages and transformations which 
intervene between the first beginnings of Universal 
Evolution and our present state. The Stanzas given in 
this volume represent the seven terms of this abstract, 
formula. They refer to the seven great stages of the 
evolutionary process, which are spoken of in the Puranas 
as the ‘Seven Creations’, and in the Bible as the ‘Days 
of Creation’.” 

“Stanza [refers to the state of the One All during Pralaya, 
before the first flutter of reawakening Manifestation. A 
moment’s thought shows that such a state can only be 
symbolized. Nor can it be symbolized except in 
negatives.” “Naught was.” 


FOUR SHLOKAS FROM STANZA ONE 


“(t) The Eternal Parent, wrapped in her Ever- 
Invisible Robes, had slumbered once again for 
Seven Eternities. 

(2) Time was not, for it lay asleep in the infinite 
Bosom of Duration. 

(5) Darkness alone filled the Boundless All, for 
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Father, Mother, and Son were once more 
one, and the Son had not yet awakened 
for the new Wheel and his Pilgrimage thereon. 
(8) Alone, the One Form of Existence stretched 
boundless, infinite, causeless, in Dreamless 
Sleep; and Life pulsated unconscious in 
Universal Space ,throughout that All-Presence. ” 


“Stanza III describes the Reawakening of the Universe 
to life after Pralaya. It depicts the emergence of the 
Monads from their state of absorption within the One.” 

“Stanza IV shows the differentiation of the ‘Germ’ 
of the Universe into the Septenary Hierarchy of conscious 
Divine Powers, which are the active manifestations of 
the One Supreme Energy. They are the framers, shapers, 
and ultimately the creators of all the manifested Universe, 
in the only sense in which the name ‘creator’ is intel- 
ligible; they inform and guide it; they are the intelligent 
Beings who adjust and control evolution, embodying in 
themselves those manifestations of the One Law, which 
we know as the ‘Laws of Nature’.” 

“Stanza V describes the process of world-formation. 
First, diffused Cosmic Matter, then the ‘Fiery Whirl- 
wind’, the first stage in the formation of a nebula.” 

“Stanza VI indicates the subsequent stages in the forma- 
tion of a ‘World’ and brings the evolution of such a 
World down to its fourth great period (our Fourth Round), 
corresponding to the period in which we are now living.” 

_ “Stanza VII continues the history, tracing the descent 
of life down to the appearance of Man; and thus closes 
the First Book of The Secret Doctrine.” 

The foregoing extracts from the preliminary chapters 
of The Secret Doctrine will have paved the way for a 
further study of its teachings, and the remainder of 
these pages will, therefore, be devoted to a few carefully 
chosen representative passages relating to the basic 
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conceptions. But the reader is once again earnestly 
requested to remember that they are but fragments, 
and that they merely hint at the depth of thought to be 
found in the actual works of H.P.B. 


- THE ABSOLUTE 


“THe fundamental law” of the Secret Doctrine is, as 
we have already shown, “the One Homogeneous Divine 
Substance Principle, the One Radical Cause. It is called 
‘Substance Principle’, for it becomes ‘Substance’ on 
the plane of the manifested Universe. It is the omni- 
present Reality; . impersonal, because it contains all 
and everything. Its impersonality is the fundamental 
conception of the system. It is latent in every atom 
in the Universe, and is the Universe itself.” “Man 
is powerless, from the very constitution of his being to 
raise the veil that shrouds the majesty of the Absolute. 
Only the liberated Spirit is able to faintly realize the 
nature of the source whence it sprung and whither it must 
eventually return.” 


REALITY-ILLUSION 


“THE Universe, with everything in it, is called Maya 
(Illusion), because all is temporary therein, from the 
ephemeral life of a fire-fly to that of the sun. Compared 
to the eternal immutability of the One, the Universe, 
with its evanescent ever-changing forms must be neces- 
sarily, in the mind of a philosopher, no better than a 
will-o’-the-wisp. Yet the Universe is real enough to 
the conscious beings in it, which are as unreal as it is 
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itself.” “Nothing is permanent except the one hidden 
absolute Existence which contains in itself the noumena 
of all realities. Maya, or Illusion, is an element which 
enters into all finite things, for everything that exists 
has only a relative, not an absolute reality. Nevertheless 
all things are relatively real. Whatever plane our con- 
sciousness may be acting in, both we and the things 
belonging to that plane are, for the time being, our only 
realities. But as we rise in the scale of development, 
we perceive that in the stages through which we have 
passed, we mistook shadows for realities, and that the 
upward progress of the Ego is a series of progressive 
awakenings, each advance bringing with it the idea that 
now, at last, we have reached ‘reality’, but only when 
we shall have reached absolute Consciousness, and 
blended our own with it, shall we be free from the delu- 
sions produced by Maya.” 


THE GOD-IDEA 


“THE evolution of the God-idea proceeds apace with 
man’s own intellectual evolution. So true is it that the 
noblest ideal to which the religious spirit of one age 
can soar, will appear but a gross caricature to the philo- 
sophic mind in a succeeding epoch.” “A man can 
have no God that is not bounded by his own human 
conceptions. The wider the sweep of his spiritual 
vision, the mightier will be his deity. But where 
can we find a better demonstration of Him than in man 
himself—in the spiritual and divine powers lying dormant 
in every human being?” “When the Theosophists 
and Occultists say that God is no Being, for It is Nothing, 
No-thing, they are more reverential and religiously 
respectful to the Deity than those who call God He, 
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and thus make of Him a gigantic male.” “The attempt 
to derive God from the Anglo-Saxon synonym good is an 
_ abandoned idea, for in no other language has an instance 
been found of the name for God being derived from the 
attribute of goodness. (It comes) to the Saxon races 
from the Hebrew Yod, or Jod.” 

“The Secret Doctrine teaches no Atheism, except in 
the sense underlying the Sanskrit word Nastika, a rejection 
of idols, including every anthropomorphic God. It 
admits a Logos, or a Collective ‘Creator’ of the Universe; 
a Demiurge, in the sense implied when one speaks of an 
‘Architect’ as the ‘creator’ of an edifice, whereas that 
Architect has never touched one stone of it, but, furnish- 
ing the plan, has left all the manual labour to the masons; 
in our case the plan was furnished by the Ideation of the 
Universe, and the constructive labour was left to the 
Hosts of intelligent Powers and Forces.” “The Logos, 
or Creative Deity, the ‘Word made Flesh’, of every 
religion, has to be traced to its ultimate source and 
essence. True Esoteric Philosophy, however, speaks 
neither of ‘creation’ nor of ‘evolution’, in the sense in 
which the exoteric religions do. All these personified 
Powers are not evolutions from one another, but so many 
aspects of the one and sole manifestation of the Absolute 
All.” “In every religion we find the Concealed Deity 
forming the groundwork; then the Ray therefrom, that 
falls into primordial Cosmic Matter, the first manifesta- 
tion; then the Androgyne result, the dual Male and 
Female abstract Force personified, the second stage; 
this finally separates itself, in the third, into Seven Forces, 
called the Creative Powers by all the ancient religions.” 
“No Cosmogony, the world over, with the sole exception 
of the Christian, has ever attributed to the One Highest 
Cause, the Universal Deific Principle, the immediate 
creation of our earth, or man, or anything connected 
with these.” “Christian theology, having rejected the 
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doctrine of Emanations and replaced them with direct, 
conscious Creations of Angels and the rest out of nothing, 
now finds itself hopelessly stranded between Super- 
naturalism, or Miracle, and Materialism. An extra- 
cosmic God is fatal to Philosophy; an tntva-cosmic 
Deity—Spirit and Matter inseparable from each other— 
is a philosophical necessity.” “The original, transcen- 
dental and philosophical conception was one. But as 
systems began to reflect more and more with every age 
the idiosyncrasies of nations, each evolving along its 
own national or tribal groove, the main idea gradually 
became veiled by the overgrowth of human fancy. While 
in some countries the Forces, or rather the intelligent 
Powers of Nature, received divine honours to which they 
were hardly entitled, in others—as now in Europe— 
the very thought of such Forces being endowed with 
intelligence seems absurd.” “These abstractions must 
be postulated as the cause of the material Universe 
which presents itself to the senses and intellect, and 
must underlie the secondary and subordinate powers of 
Nature, which have been anthropomorphized and wor- 
shipped as ‘God’ and ‘gods’ by the common herd of 
every age. It is impossible to conceive anything without 
a cause; the attempt to do so makes the mind a blank. 
This is virtually the condition to which the mind must 
come at last when we try to trace back the chain of 
causes and effects; but both Science and Religion jump 
to this condition of blankness much more quickly than 
is necessary, for they ignore the metaphysical abstractions 
which are the only conceivable causes of physical con- 
cretions. These abstractions become more and more 
concrete as they approach our plane of existence, until 
finally they phenomenalize in the form of the material 
Universe, by a process of conversion of metaphysics into 
physics, analogous to that by which steam can be con- 
densed into water, and water frozen into ice.” 
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THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNIVERSE 


“THe Universe is worked and guided, from within 
outwards. As above so it is below, as in Heaven so 
on earth; and man the microcosm and miniature copy 
of the macrocosm, is the living witness to this Universal 
Law, and to the modes of its action. We see that every 
external motion, act, gesture, whether voluntary or 
mechanical, organic or mental, is produced and preceded 
by internal feeling or emotion, will or volition, and 
thought or mind. As no outward motion or change, 
when normal, in man’s external body, can take place 
unless provoked by an inward impulse, given through 
one of the three functions named, so with the external 
or manifested Universe.” “The whole Kosmos is guided, 
controlled, and animated by almost endless series of 
Hierarchies of sentient Beings, each having a mission 
to perform, and who—whether we call them Dhyan 
Chohans or Angels—are ‘Messengers’, in the sense only 
that they are the agents of Karmic and Cosmic Laws. 
They vary infinitely in their respective degrees of con- 
sciousness and intelligence; and to call them all pure 
Spirits, is only to indulge in poetical fancy. For each 
of these Beings either was, or prepares to become a man, 
if not in the present, then in a past or a coming Man- 
vantara.” “In order to become a divine, fully conscious 
God, even the highest, the Spiritual Primeval Intelli- 
gences must pass through the human stage. And when 
we say human, this does not apply merely to our terres- 
trial humanity, but to mortals that inhabit any world, 
i.e., to those Intelligences that have reached the appro- 
priate equilibrium between matter and spirit, as we 
have now, ever since the middle point of the Fourth 
Root Race of the Fourth Round was passed. Each entity 
must have won for itself the right of becoming divine, 
through self-experience. The Mind-born Sons, the 
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Rishis, the Builders, were all men in other worlds and 
in preceding Manvantaras.” “Mr. A. R. Wallace, when 
discussing the inadequacy of ‘natural selection’ as the 
sole factor in the development of physical man, practically 
concedes the whole point here discussed. He holds that the 
evolution of man was directed and furthered by superior 
Intelligences, whose agency is a necessary factor in the 
scheme of Nature.” “ ‘Angels are men of a superior kind 

’ and no more. They are neither ‘ministering’ 
nor ‘protecting’ Angels, nor are they the ‘Harbingers 
of the Most High’; still less the ‘Messengers of Wrath’ 
of any God such as man’s fancy has created. To appeal 
to their protection is as foolish as to believe that their 
sympathy can be secured by any kind of propitiation; 
for they are, as much as man himself is, the slaves and 
creatures of immutable Karmic and Cosmic Law.” “Man 
can neither propitiate nor command the Devas, it is 
said. But by paralysing his lower (self) and arriving 
thereby at the full knowledge of the non-separateness of 
his Higher Self from the One Absolute Se/f, man can, 
even during his terrestrial life, become ‘one of us’. Thus 
it is, by eating of the fruit of knowledge, which dispels 
ignorance, that man becomes like one of the Elohim.” 
“As the process of (evolution) is not always perfect; 
and since, however many proofs it may exhibit of a 
guiding Intelligence behind the veil, it still shows gaps 
and flaws, and even very often results in evident failures 
—therefore neither the collective Host (Demiurge), nor 
any of the working Powers individually, are proper 
subjects for divine honours or worship. All are entitled 
to the grateful reverence of humanity, however, and 
man ought to be ever striving to help the divine evolu- 
tion of Ideas, by becoming, to the best of his ability, a 
co-worker with Nature. The ever unknowable Causeless 
Cause, alone should have its shrine and altar on the 
holy and ever untrodden ground of our heart—invisible, 
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intangible, unmentioned, save through the ‘still smal] 
voice’ of our spiritual consciousness. Those who worship 
before it, ought to do so in the silence and the sanctified 
solitude of their Souls; making their Spirit the sole 
mediator between them and the Universal Spirit, their 
good actions the only priests, and their sinful intentions 
the only visible and objective sacrificial victims to the 
Presence. The Kingdom of God and of Heaven is within 
us, says Jesus, not outside. Why are Christians so 
absolutely blind to the self-evident meaning of the 
words of wisdom they delight in mechanically repeat- 
ing?” 


THE PROBLEM OF GOOD AND EVIL 
(“DEMON EST DEUS INVERSUS”) 


“THouGH for the Pantheists and Occultists, as much 
as for the Pessimists, Nature is no better than ‘a comely 
mother, but stone cold’ —this is true only so far as regards 
external physical nature. They both agree that, to the 
superficial observer, she is no better than an immense 
slaughter-house wherein butchers become victims, and 
victims executioners in their turn. It is quite natura] 
that the pessimistically inclined profane, once convinced 
of Nature’s numerous shortcomings and failures, should 
imagine this to be the best evidence that there is no 
deity in abscondito within Nature, nor anything divine 
in her. Nor is it less natural that the materialist and the 
physicist should imagine that every thing is due to blind 
force and chance, and to the survival of the strongest, 
even more often than of the fittest. But the Occultists, 
who regard physical nature as a bundle of most varied 
illusions on the plane of deceptive perceptions; who 
recognize in every pain and suffering but the necessary 
pangs of incessant procreation: a series of stages towards 
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an ever-growing perfectibility, which is visible in the 
silent influence of never-erring Karma, or abstract nature 
—the Occultists, we say, view the great Mother other- 
wise. Woe to those who live without suffering. Stagna- 
tion and death is the future of all that vegetates without 
a change. And how can there be any change for the 
better without proportionate suffering during the pre- 
ceding stage? Is it not those only who have learnt the 
deceptive value of earthly hopes and the illusive allure- 
ments of external nature who are destined to solve the 
great problems of life, pain, and death?” 

“If ‘God’ is Absolute, Infinite, and the Universal 
Root of all and everything in Nature and its Universe, 
whence comes Evil or D’Evil? Antiquity knew of no 
isolated, thoroughly and absolutely bad ‘God of Evil’. 
Pagan thought represented good and evil as twin brothers, 
born from the same mother—Nature. In the beginning 
the symbols of good and evil were mere abstractions, 
Light and Darkness; later their types were chosen among 
the most natural and ever-recurrent periodical cosmic 
phenomena—the Day and Night. The ‘Sons of God’ 
become the ‘Fallen Angels’ only after perceiving that 
the daughters of men were faiy. Satan never assumed 
an individual shape, until the creation by man of a 
‘one living personal God’ had been accomplished; and 
then merely as a matter of prime necessity. A screen 
was needed, a scapegoat to explain the cruelty, blunders, 
and but too-evident injustice. . . . One cannot claim 
God as the synthesis of the whole Universe and then 
divorce Him from Evil. As there is far more Evil than 
Good in the world, it follows on logical grounds that 
either God must include Evil, or stand as the direct 
cause of it, or else surrender his claims to Absoluteness. 
The ancients understood this so well that their philo- 
sophers defined Evil as the ‘lining’ of God or Good. 
Indeed, Evil is but an antagonizing blind force in Nature ; 
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it is reaction, opposition, and contrast—evil for some, 
good for others. There is no malum in se; only the 
Shadow of Light, without which Light could have no 
existence in our perceptions. Everywhere the Kabalists 
treat of Evil as a Force which is antagonizing but at the 
same time essential to Good, as giving it vitality, which 
it could have never had otherwise. There would be no 
Life (in the illusory sense) without Death; no regenera- 
tion and reconstruction without destruction. Plants 
would perish in eternal sunlight, and so would man, 
who would become an automaton without the exercise 
of his free-will, and his aspiring towards that sunlight.” 
“The Essence of Darkness being Absolute Light, Dark- 
ness is taken as the appropriate allegorical representa- 
tion of the condition of the Universe during Pralaya, 
or the term of Absolute Rest, or Non-Being, as it appears 
to our finite minds. According to Robert Fludd, ‘Dark- 
ness adopted illumination in order to make itself visible.’ 
According to the tenets of Eastern Occultism, Darkness 
is the one true actuality, the basis and root of Light. 
Light is Matter, and Darkness is pure Spirit. Even in 
the mind-baffling and science-harassing Genesis, light is 
created out of darkness—‘and darkness was upon the 
face of the deep.’ The Devil is now called ‘Darkness’ 
by the Church, whereas in the Bible, in the Book of Job, 
he is called the ‘Son of God’, the bright star of the early 
morning, Lucifer. There is a whole philosophy of dog- 
matic craft in the reason why the first Archangel, who 
sprang from the depths of Chaos, was called Lux (Lucifer) , 
the luminous ‘Son of the Morning’, of Manvantaric 
Dawn. He has been transformed by the Church into 
Lucifer or Satan, because he is higher and older than 
Jehovah, and had to be sacrificed to the new dogma.” 
“Lucifer—the Spirit of Intellectual Enlightenment and 
Freedom of Thought—is metaphorically the guiding 
beacon, which helps man to find his way through the 
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rocks and sand-banks of Life, for Lucifer is the Logos 
in his highest, and the ‘Adversary’ in his lowest aspect— 
both of which are reflected in our Ego.” “Great intellect 
and too much knowledge are a two-edged weapon in life, 
and instruments for evil as well as for good. When combined 
with selfishness, they will make of the whole of Humanity 
a footstool for the elevation of him who possesses them ; 
while applied to altruistic humanitarian purposes, they 
may become the means of the salvation of many.” “Theré 
is no devil, no evil outside mankind to produce a devil. 
Evil is a necessity in, and one of the supporters of, the 
Manifested Universe. It is a necessity for progress and 
evolution, as night is necessary for the production of day, 
and death for that of life—that man may live for ever.” 
“Where there is no struggle, there isnomerit. Perfection, 
to be fully such, must be born out of imperfection, the 
incorruptible must grow out of the corruptible. ” Orthodoxy 
loves its parables and allegories, and ministers of religion, 
who serve all sorts and conditions of men, naturally 
hesitate before declaring in public that Evil is imperfec- 
tion, and that the personal devil of theology is a myth of 
their own making. But modern thinkers are beginning 
to realize that the average educated and intelligent 
individual is ready to be told the plain truth of the 
problem of Good and Evil; and that he is able to face the 
fact of the “gaps” and “flaws” in the evolutionary scheme 
without losing faith or courage. Thus in the Making of 
Man, Sir Oliver Lodge says, “There is an evident effort 
to carry out a design. Strangely, there are signs of diffi- 
culty, of almost frustrated attempts; examples can be 
cited of species and characters good at the time but 
subsequently abandoned for something better. There is 
evidence of mind at work, beneficent and contriving mind, 
actuated by purpose, a purpose inspired by a far-seeing 
insight. . . . To make existence interesting, there must 
be some kind of struggle and effort, even some element 
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of risk. Spirit and Matter interact; the one active, the 
other passive; the one designing, executing; the other 
being moulded, docile, yet passively obstructive.” 
On the other hand, we must not jump to the conclusion 
that there are no “devils” evil beings, either incarnate or 
disembodied. We know only too well that there are human 
fiends, and it is only natural to suppose that there are 
also ex-human fiends, in other worlds or planes. The above 
teaching refers solely to the theological bogey, or devil- 
idea of an opposing “God of Evil”, permitted by an All- 
Wise and Loving Father to lead a helpless humanity into 
temptation. 


REWARDS AND PUNISHMENTS. KARMA- 
NEMESIS 


“For the Church, there are two kinds of Sidereal Beings, 
Angels and Devils. For the Kabalist and Occultist, 
_ there is but one class. It is not (they) who punish or reward, 
with or without ‘God’s’ permission or order, but man him - 
self—his deeds, or Karma, attracting individually and 
collectively every kind of evil and calamity. We produce 
causes, and these awaken the corresponding powers in 
the Sidereal World, which react upon those who produce 
such causes, whether such persons are evil-doers, or 
simply ‘thinkers’ who brood mischief.” “The One Life 
is closely related to the One Law which governs the 
World of Being—Karma. Exoterically, this is simply 
and literally ‘action’, or rather an ‘effect producing 
cause’. Esoterically, it is quite a different thing in its 
far-reaching moral effects. It is the unswerving Law of 
Retribution.” “Those who believe in Karma have to believe 
in Destiny, which, from birth to death, every man weaves 
thread by thread round himself, as a spider his web.” 
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" “An Occultist or Philosopher will not speak of the goodness 
or cruelty of Providence; but, identifying it with Karma- 
Nemesis, he will nevertheless teach that it guards the good 
and watches over them in this, as in future lives; and 
that it punishes the evil-doer, even to his seventh re-birth, 
so long, indeed, as the effect of his having thrown into 
perturbation even the smallest atom in the Infinite World 
of Harmony has not been finally adjusted. (Nevertheless) 
it is not Karma that rewards or punishes, but it is we who 
reward or punish ourselves, according as we work with, 
through, or along with Nature, abiding by the Laws or 
breaking them. Were no man to hurt his brother, Karma- 
Nemesis would have neither cause to work for , nor weapons 
to act through.” The above passages seem scarcely to 
call for further explanation, but as this little work may 
fall into the hands of inquirers who are not familiar with 
theosophic thought, a few words more will not be out of 
place. According to conventional Western religious teach- 
ing one life on earth determines our destiny for all eternity. 
We either inherit eternal bliss, or the reverse. The Secret 
Doctrine is at any rate more logical. It rejects the crude 
idea that finite causes can have infinite results, and 
affirms that one life-time is an episode in our evolution, 
a “day” in the life of the Soul; and that our spiritual 
progress in this life and in future lives is either hastened 
or retarded by our behaviour in past lives. Thus it com- 
bines strict justice and mercy, in that it allows the wander- 
ing Pilgrim the opportunity of retracing his steps, and 
of re-entering the Path which leads to Perfection. Moreover, 
the doctrine of Karma is not fatalistic—Karma is con- 
ditioning, self-conditioning, rather than determining. 
On one point, however, it is adamant, for the Esoteric 
Philosophy teaches restitution , not substitution ; expiation 
first, then at-one-ment; never, in the crude and literal 
sense, vicarious atonement, 
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KARMA AND REINCARNATION 


“INTIMATELY, or rather indissolubly, connected with 
Karma, then, is the Law of Re-birth, or of the reincarna- 
tion of the same spiritual Individuality in a long, almost 
interminable, series of Personalities. The latter are like 
the various characters played by the same actor, with 
each of which that actor identifies himself and is identified 
by the public, for the space of a few hours.” 

“Questions with regard to Karma and Re-births are 
constantly being put forward,” says Madame Blavatsky, 
“and great confusion seems to exist upon the subject. 
Those who are born and bred in the Christian faith, and 
have been trained in the idea that a new Soul is created 
by God for every newly-born infant, are among the most 
perplexed. They ask whether the number of Monads 
incarnating on Earth is limited; to which they are 
answered in the affirmative. For, however countless, 
in our conception, there must be a limit. It has been 
stated that Karma-Nemesis, whose bond-maid is Nature, 
adjusted everything in the most harmonious manner; 
and that, therefore, the fresh pouring-in, or arrival of 
new Monads, ceased as soon as Humanity had reached its 
full physical development. No fresh Monads have incar- 
nated since the middle point of the Atlanteans. Let us 
remember that save in the case of young children, and of 
individuals whose lives have been violently cast off by 
some accident, no Spiritual Entity can reincarnate before 
a period of many centuries has elapsed, and such gaps 
alone must show that the number of Monads is necessarily 
finite and limited. Moreover, a reasonable time must be 
given to other animals for their evolutionary progress. 
Hence the assertion that many of us are now working off 
the effects of the evil Karmic causes produced by us in 
Atlantean bodies. It is only the knowledge of the constant 
re-births of one and the same individuality throughout 
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“the Life Cycle; it is only this doctrine, we say, that can 
explain to us the mysterious problem of Good and Evil, 
and reconcile man to the terrible apparent injustice of 
life. For when one looks around, and observes the inequal- 
ities of birth and fortune, of intellect and capacities; 
when one sees honour paid to fools and profligates, and 
their nearest neighbour—far more deserving in every way— 
perishing of want and for lack of sympathy; when one 
sees all this and has to turn away, one’s ears ringing and 
heart aching with the cries of pain around him—that 
blessed knowledge of Karma alone prevents him from 
cursing life and men, as well as their supposed Creator, 
Of all the terrible blasphemies by the Monotheists, none 
is greater or more unpardonable than that (almost always) 
false humility which makes the presumably ‘pious’ 
Christian assert, in the face of every evil, that ‘such is 
the will of God’.” “Eastern philosophy rejects the Western 
theological dogma of a newly-created soul for every baby 
born, a dogma as unphilosophical as it is impossible 
in the economy of Nature. There must be a limited number 
of Monads, evolving and growing more and more perfect , 
through their assimilation of many successive Personalities, 
in every new Mdnvantara. This is absolutely necessary 
in view of the doctrines of Re-birth and Karma, and of 
the gradual return of the human Monad to its source— 
Absolute Deity. Thus, although the hosts of more or less 
progressed Monads are almost incalculable, they are still 
finite, as is everything in this Universe of differentiation 
and finiteness.” “For logic, consistency, profound philo- 

sophy, divine mercy and equity, this doctrine of rein- 

carnation has not its equal on earth. It is a belief in a 

perpetual progress for each incarnating Ego or Divine Soul, 

in an evolution from the outward into the inward, from 
the material to the spiritual.” “Physical organic progress 
is effected through. hereditary transmission; spiritual 
organic progress by.transmigration . . . (for) the law 
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of Karma, racial or individual, overrides the subordinate 
tendencies of Heredity, its servant.” “The Darwinian 
theory of the transmission of acquired faculties is neither 
taught nor accepted in Occultism. Evolution, in the 
latter, proceeds on quite other lines; the physical, accord- 
ing to Esoteric teaching, evolving gradually from the 
spiritual, mental, and psychic. This inner soul of the 
physical cell—‘the spiritual plasm’ that dominates the 
germinal plasm—is the key that must open one day the 
gates of the terra incognita of the Biologist, now called the 
dark mystery of Embryology.” “Death is merely the door 
through which (man) passes to another life on earth after 
a little rest on its threshold—Devachan. . . . Man may 
escape the sufferings of re-birth and even the false (unreal) 
bliss of Devachan, by obtaining Wisdom and Knowledge, 
which alone can dispel the Fruits of Illusion and Ignor- 
ance.” “These lives are countless, but the Soul or Spirit 
that animates us throughout the myriads of existences 
is the same; and though ‘the book volume’ of the physical 
‘brain may forget events within the scope of one terrestrial 
life, the bulk of collective recollections can never desert 
the Divine Soul within us. Its whispérs may be too soft, 
the sound of its words too far off thé plane perceived by 
our physical senses; yet the shadow-of.events that were, 
just as much as the shadow of the events that are to come, 
is within its perceptive powers, ‘and* is ever present 
before its mind’s eye. It is this: Soul-voice, perhaps, 
which tells those who believe in tradition more than 
written history, that what is said in@the Secret Doctrine 
is true.” “In each of us (the) golden ‘thread of continuous 
Life—periodically broken into active™ind passive cycles 
of sensuous existence on Earth, arld<Super-sensuous in 
Devachan—s, from the beginning of our appearance upon 
this Earth. It is the Sutratma, the luminous 
thread of immortal impersonal Momadship, on which 
our earthly ‘lives’ are strung as” so many beads— 
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according to the beautiful expression of the Vedantic 
Philosophy.” 


UNIVERSAL LIFE 


“Esoteric Philosophy teaches that everything lives and 
is conscious, but not that all life and consciousness are 
similar to those of human or even animal beings.” 
“Occultism does not accept anything inorganic in the 
Kosmos. The expression employed by Science, ‘ inorganic 
substance’, means simply that the latent life slumbering 
in the molecules of so-called ‘ inert matter’ is incognizable. 
All is Life, and every atom of even mineral dust is a 
Life.” “For Nature taken in its abstract sense cannot be 
‘unconscious’, as it is the emanation from, and thus an 
aspect on the manifested plane of, the Absolute Con- 
sciousness.” “The idea of Universal Life is one of those 
ancient conceptions which are returning to the human 
mind in this century, as a consequence of its liberation 
from anthropomorphic Theology. Science, it is true, 
contents itself with tracing or postulating the signs of 
Universal Life, but has not yet been bold enough to even 
whisper ‘Anima Mundi’. The idea of ‘crystalline life’, 
now familiar to Science, would have been scouted half a 
century ago. Botanists are now searching for the nerves - 
of plants; not that they suppose that plants can feel or 
think as animals do, but because they believe that some 
structure, bearing the same relation functionally to plant 
life that nerves bear to animal life, is necessary to explain 
vegetable growth and nutrition. It seems hardly possible 
that Science, by the mere use of terms such as ‘force’ 
and ‘energy’, can disguise from itself much longer the 
fact that things that have life are living things, whether 
they be atoms or planets.” “Occultism says that in all 
cases Matter is the most active when it appears inert. 
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A wooden or a stone block is motionless and impenetrable 
to all intents and purposes. Nevertheless, and de facto, 
its particles are in ceaseless vibration which is so rapid 
that to the physical eye the body seems absolutely devoid 
of motion; and the spacial distance between those 
particles is—considered from another plane of being and 
perception—as great as that which separates snowflakes 
or drops of rain.” “Science teaches us that the living as 
well as the dead organisms of both man and animal are 
swarming with bacteria of a hundred various kinds. But 
Science has never yet gone so far as to assert with the 
Occult doctrine , that our bodies, as well as those of animals, 
plants, and stones, are themselves altogether built up of 
such beings; which, with the exception of the larger 
species, no microscope can detect. The physical and 
chemical constituents of all being found to be identical, 
Chemical Science may well say that there is no difference 
between the matter which composes the ox, and that which 
forms aman. But the Occult doctrine is far more explicit. 
It says: Not only the chemical compounds are the same, 
but the same infinitesimal zwvistble Lives compose the 
atoms of the bodies of the mountain and the daisy, of man 
and the ant. Each particle—whether you call it organic 
or inorganic—is a Life. Every atom and molecule in the 
Universe is both life-giving and death-giving to such forms, 
inasmuch as it builds by aggregation universes, and the 
ephemeral vehicles ready to receive the transmigrating 
soul, and as eternally destroys and changes the forms, 
and expels the souls from their temporary abodes.” 
“The whole order of Nature evinces a progressive march 
towards a higher life. There is design in the action of 
the seemingly blindest forces. The whole progress of 
evolution, with its endless adaptations, is a proof of this. 
The very fact that adaptations do occur, shows that what 
is called ‘unconscious nature’ is in reality an aggre- 
gate of forces, manipulated by semi-intelligent beings 
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(Elementals), guided by High Planetary Spirits (Dhyan 
Chohans) , whose collective aggregate forms the Manifested 
Verbum of the Unmanifested Logos, and constitutes at 
one and the same time the Mind of the Universe and its 
immutable Law.” “The Secret Doctrine teaches the 
progressive development of everything, worlds as well as 
atoms: and this stupendous development has neither 
conceivable beginning nor imaginable end. Our ‘Uni- 
verse’ is only one of an infinite number of Universes, all 
of them ‘Sons of Necessity’, because links in the great 
cosmic chain of Universes, each one standing in the 
relation of an effect as regards its predecessor, and of a 
cause as regards its successor. The appearance and dis- 
appearance of the Universe are pictured as an outbreathing 
and inbreathing of the ‘Great Breath’ , which is eternal, 
and which, being Motion, is one of the three symbols of 
the Absolute—Abstract Space and Duration being the 
othertwo.” “The Earth is passing through the ‘habitable 
phase’ only for the present order of things . . . worlds 
and men (are) in turn formed and destroyed, under the 
law of evolution and from pre-existing material, until 
both the Planets and their men—in our case our Earth 
and its animal and human races—became what they are 
now in the present cycle—opposite polar forces, an equil- 
ibrized compound of Spirit and Matter, of the positive 
and the negative.” “The refusal to admit, in the whole 
Solar System, of any other reasonable and intellectual 
beings than ourselves on the human plane, is the greatest 
conceit of our age.” “The next great Manvantara will 
witness the men of our own Life-Cycle (the Elect of our 
Humanity, the pioneers on the hard and difficult path 
of Progress) becoming the instructors and guides of a 
Mankind whose Monads may now be still imprisoned— 
semi-conscious—in the most intellectual of the animal 
kingdom.” Finally, if we may use such a word, the 
Spark willre-become the Flame, and Man will merge into 
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his Dhyan Chohan—“merged in Brahman”. “Is this 
annihilation, as some think? Or atheism, as other 
critics—the worshippers of a personal deity, and believers 
in an unphilosophical paradise—are inclined to suppose ? 
Neither. To see in Nirvana annihilation, amounts to 
saying of a man plunged in a sound dveamless sleep that he, 
too, is annihilated. The latter simile answers to one 
side of the question only—the most material; since 
veabsorption is by no means such a ‘dreamless sleep’, 
but on the contrary, absolute Existence, an unconditioned 
unity, or a state, to describe which human language is 
hopelessly inadequate.” Thanks to the researches of 
men like Professor Chandra Bose, the eminent Indian 
savant, the Oneness of Life and Consciousness are now 
matters of fact rather than of conjecture; and as Professor 
Arthur Thomson says, “We cannot put our finger on any 
point and say, before this stage there was no mind. 
Indeed, many facts suggest the conclusion that wherever 
there is life there is some degree of mind—even in plants.” 
According to the ancients, “Consciousness sleeps in the 
stone, dreams in the plant, stirs in the animal, and awakens 
to full self-consciousness in man.” Evolution is, in 
fact, an expansion of consciousness— “Consciousness and 
Self-consciousness are foretastes of God-Consciousness”. 
It is this conception of the one life animating every form, 
the Divine Principle Immanent and Transcendent, which 
is the basis of the Theosophical belief in Universal Brother- 
hood; and it is the Master Key both to the Unveiling of 
Isis and to the understanding of the Secret Doctrine. 
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PART THREE 


FOREWORD 


So far our attention has been centred almost entirely upon 
the spiritual philosophy of The Secret Doctrine, but 
there are still many hundreds of pages in both volumes, 
containing valuable teachings to which no references 
have been made. The second volume, entitled Anthro- 
pogenesis, is devoted primarily to the Occult Story of 
Man, to scientific facts and theories relating to the same, 
and to the comparative study and interpretations of the 
universal traditions, myths, and symbols, upon which 
that story may be said to be founded. In some ways it 
is more involved, and consequently more difficult to 
summarize than the first volume, and although we shall 
continue to let the author tell the story in her own words, 
with a minimum of editorial comment, it will be necessary 
to divide and rearrange the subject-matter into several] 
separatesections. Finally, we must remind the reader that 
we have been compelled to omit a number of very import- 
ant points, as even the most careful compilation of extracts 
would utterly fail to do them justice, and might easily 
do more harm than good. 


TRADITIONS, MYTHS AND SYMBOLS 


“In view of the strangeness of (these) teachings, and of 
many a doctrine which from the modern scientific stand- 


point must seem absurd, some necessary and additional 
5? 
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explanations have to be made. The theories contained 
in the Stanzas of Volume II are even more difficult to 
assimilate than those which are embodied in Volume], on 
Cosmogony. The reader can never be too often reminded 
that, as the abundant quotations from various old Scrip- 
tures prove, the teachings are as old as the world; and that 
the present work is simply an attempt to render, in modern 
language, archaic Genesis and History as taught in certain 
Asiatic centres of Esoteric Learning. (They) must be 
accepted or rejected on their merits, fully or partially; 
but not before they have been carefully compared with 
the corresponding theological dogmas and modern scien: 
tific theories and speculations.” “The reader who is not 
a Theosophist, is once more invited to regard all that 
follows as a fairy tale, if he likes; at best as one of the 
yet unproven speculations of dreamers; and, at the worst, 
as an additional hypothesis to the many scientific hypo- 
theses past, present, and future, some exploded, others 
still lingering. It is not in any sense less scientific than 
are many of the so-called scientific theories; and it is 
in every case more philosophical and probable.” “No 
true Theosophist, from the most ignorant up to the most 
learned, ought to claim infallibility for anything he may 
say or write upoh Occult matters. Thus mistakes have 
been made in Isis Unveiled, and more than one mistake 
is likely to be found in the present work. This cannot 
be helped. For a large or even a small work on such 
abstruse subjects to be entirely exempt from error and 
blunder, it would have to be written from its first to its 
last page by a great Adept, if not by an Avatara. So long 
as the artist is imperfect, how can his work be perfect ? 
‘Endless is the search for truth.’ Let us love it and aspire 
to it for its own sake, and not for the glory or benefit a 
minute portion of its revelation may confer on us. For 
who of us can presume to have the whole truth at his fingers” 
ends, even upon one minor teaching of Occultism.” 
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“It has been often remarked by observant writers, that 
the ‘origin of nearly every popular myth and legend 
could be traced invariably to a fact in Nature’.” Indeed, 
“no mythologicalstory, no traditional event in the folk- 
lore of a people has ever, at any time, been pure fiction , 
but every one of such narratives has an actual historical 
lining to it. ‘Mythology was,’ as Mr. Gerald Massey 
said, ‘a primitive mode of thinging the early thought.’ 
It was founded on natural facts, and is still verifiable in 
phenomena.” “The imagination of the masses, disor- 
derly and ill-regulated a$ it may be, could never have 
conceived and fabricated ex nthilo so many monstrous 
figures, such a wealth of extraordinary tales, had it not 
had, to serve it as a central nucleus, those floating remin- 
iscences, obscure and vague, which unite the broken links 
of the chain of time to form with them the mysterious 
dream foundation of our collective consciousness.” “The 
cycle of legends is ever being transformed on its journey 
by popular fancy. Yet it may be cleansed from the 
dross it has picked up on its way through many nations, 
and through the countless minds which have added their 
own exuberant additions to the original facts.” “The 
untiring researches of Western symbologists, during the 
last and the present centuries, have induced students to 
see that without the help of symbology—with its seven 
departments, of which the moderns know nothing— 
no ancient Scripture can ever be correctly understood. 
Symbology must be studied from every one of its aspects, - 
for each nation had its own peculiar methods of expres- 
sion. In short, no Egyptian papyrus, no Indian olla, 
no Assyrian tile, no Hebrew scroll, should be read and 
interpreted Jiterally. Every scholar now knows that to 
accept the dead-letter of the Bible is equivalent to falling 
into a grosser error and superstition than any hitherto 
evolved by the brain of the savage South Sea Islander.” 
“The proofs brought forward in corroboration of the old 
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teachings are scattered widely throughout the old Scrip- 
tures of ancient civilizations. The Puranas, the Zend 
Avesta,and the old classics, are full of such facts; but no 
one has ever taken the trouble of collecting and collating 
them together. The reason for this is that all such events 
were recorded symbolically; and that the best scholars 
have been too often darkened by one or another precon- 
ception, and still oftener, by one-sided views of the 
secret meaning. Yet even a parable is a spoken symbol: 
a fiction or a fable, as some think ; an allegorical represen- 
tation, we say, of life-realities, events and facts. And 
just as a moral was ever drawn from a parable, such moral 
being an actual truth and fact in human life, soa historical, 
real event was deduced, by those versed in the hieratic 
sciences, from emblems and symbols recorded in the 
ancient archives of the temples. The religious and 
Esoteric history of every nation was embedded in symbols; 
it was never expressed literally in so many words. All 
the thoughts and emotions, all the learning and knowledge, 
revealed and acquired, of the early Races, found their 
pictorial expression in allegory and parable.” “Profes- 
sor Sayce says that, ‘the difficulties of systematically 
tracing the origin and history of the Babylonian Religion 
were considerable. The sources of our knowledge of the 
subject were almost wholly monumental, very little help 
being obtainable from classical or Oriental writers. 
Indeed, it was an undeniable fact that the Babylonian 
priesthood intentionally swaddled up the study of the 
religious texts in coils of almost insuperable difficulty’. 
That they have confused the dates, and especially the order 
of events ‘intentionally’, is undeniable, and for a very 
good reason; their writings and records were all Esoteric. 
The Babylonian priests did no more than the priests of 
other ancient nations. Their records were meant only 
for the Initiates and their disciples, and it is only the 
latter who were furnished with the keys to the true 
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meaning.” “All these ‘ancient philosophies’ and ‘modern 
religions’ are an exoteric veil thrown over the face of 
Esoteric Truth; and—as the direct result of this—they 
are allegorical, i.e., mythological in form; but still they 
are immensely more philosophical in essence than any of 
the new scientific theories, so-called. From the Orphic 
Theogony down to Ezra’s last remodelling of the Penta- 
teuch, every old Scripture, having in its origin borrowed 
its facts from the East, has been subjected to constant 
alterations by friend and foe, until of the original version 
there has remained but the name, a dead shell from which 
the spirit had been gradually eliminated.” “An impene- 
trable veil of secrecy was thrown over the Occult and 
Religious Mysteries, after the submersion of the last 
remnant of the Atlantean Race, lest they should be shared 
by the unworthy, and so desecrated. Of these Sciences 
several have now become exoteric—such as Astronomy, 
for instance, in its purely mathematical and physical 
aspects. . . . Under cover of this secrecy the Fifth 
Race were led to the establishment, or rather the re-estab- 
lishment of the Religious Mysteries, in which ancient 
truths might be taught to the coming generations under 
the veil of allegory and symbol.” 


SCIENCE AND THE STORY OF MAN 


“WHENEVER the question of the Origin of Man is offered 
seriously to an unbiased, honest, and earnest man of 
Science, the answer comes invariably : ‘We do not know’. 
This does not imply that the rest of the men of Science 
are neither fair-minded nor honest, (but) Scientists, in 
their anti-clerical enthusiasm and in despair of any alter-— 
native theory to Darwinism except that of ‘special crea- 
tion’ , are unconsciously insincere in ‘forcing’ a hypothesis 
the elasticity of which is inadequate, and which resents, 
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the severe strain to which it is now subjected. Insincerity 
on the same subject is, however, patent in ecclesiastical 
circles. This negative reply (We do not know) has not 
prevented the majority of Scientists from speculating 
on the question, each seeking to have his own special 
theory accepted to the exclusion of all others. Thus, 
from Maillet in 1748, down to Haeckel in 1870, theories 
on the origin of the human race have differed as much as 
the personalities of their inventors themselves. De 
Quatrefages arranges these theories in two groups—one 
based on a rapid, and the other on a very gradual, trans- 
mutation ; the former favouring a new type (man) produced 
by a being entirely different, the latter teaching the evolu- 
tion of man by progressive differentiations. Strangely 
enough, it is from the most scientific of these authorities 
that has emanated the most unscientific of all the theories 
upon the subject of the Origin of Man. This is now so 
evident, that the hour is rapidly approaching when the 
current teaching about the descent of man from an ape- 
like mammal will be regarded with less respect than the 
formation of Adam out of clay, and of Eve out of Adam’s 
rib.” “As to Natural Selection itself, the utmost mis- 
conception prevails among many present-day thinkers, 
who tacitly accept the conclusions of Darwinism. It is, 
for instance, a mere device of rhetoric to credit Natural 
Selection with the power of originating species. Natural 
Selection is no entity; it is merely a convenient phrase 
for describing the mode in which the survival of the fit 
and the elimination of the unfit among organisms are 
brought about by the Struggle for Existence. It is merely 
a representative term expressive of the manner in which 
‘useful variations’ are stereotyped when produced. Of 
itself, ‘it’ can produce nothing, and only operates on the 
rough material presented to ‘it’. The real question at 
issue is: What cawse—combined with other secondary 
causes—produces the ‘variations’ in the organisms 
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themselves? Many of these secondary causes are purely 
_ physical—climatic, dietary, etc. Very well. But beyond 
the secondary aspects of organic evolution, a deeper 
principle has to be sought for. The Materialist’s ‘spon- 
taneous variations’, and ‘accidental divergences’ are 
self-contradictory terms in a universe of ‘Matter, Force, 
and Necessity’. Mere variability of type, apart from the’ 
supervisory presence of a quasi-intelligent impulse, is 
powerless to account for the stupendous complexities 
and marvels of the human body, for instance. It is an 
abuse of the reader’s intelligence to write, as does Haeckel, 
of blind indifferent cells, ‘arranging themselves into 
organs’. Those purely secondary causes of differentiation, 
grouped under the head of sexual selection, climate, 
isolation, etc., mislead the Western Evolutionist and offer 
no real explanation whatever of the ‘whence’ of the 
“ancestral types’ which served as the starting point for 
physical development. The cause underlying physio- 
logical variation in species—one to which all other laws 
are subordinate and secondary—is a subconscious intelli- 
gence pervading Matter, ultimately traceable to a Reflec- 
tion of the Divine Wisdom.” “It is this divergence 
among men of Science, their mutual, and often their 
self-contradictions, that gives the writer of the present 
volumes the courage to bring to light other and older 
teachings—if only as hypotheses for future scientific 
appreciation. So far, The Secret Doctrine has concerned 
itself with metaphysics, pure and simple. It has now 
landed on Earth, and finds itself within the domain of 
physical Science and practical Anthropology.” “The 
educated profane are told that our divine consciousness, 
our soul, intellect, and aspirations have worked their 
‘way up from the lower stages of the simple cell-soul’ 
of the gelatinous Bathybius—and they seem to believe 
it!” “In our modern day the mere assertion that there 
exists a power which can create human forms—ready-made 
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Sheaths within which can incarnate the Conscious 
Monads—is, of course, absurd, ridiculous! That which is 
regarded as quite natural, on the other hand, is the pro- 
duction of a Frankenstein’s monster, plus moral con- 
sciousness, religious aspirations, genius, and a feeling 
of his own immortal nature within himself—by ‘physico- 
chemical forces’, guided by blind ‘Almighty Evolution’. 
As to the origin of that man, not ex nihilo, cemented by 
a little red clay, but from a living divine Entity consoli- 
dating the Astral Body with surrounding materials— 
such a conception is too absurd, in the opinion of the 
Materialists. Nevertheless, Occultists and Theosophists 
are ready to have their claims and theories compared as 
to their intrinsic value and probability with those of the 
modern Evolutionists. Hence the Esoteric teaching is 
absolutely opposed to the Darwinian evolution, as applied 
to man, and partially so with regard to other species.” 
“If asked to define the full and complete meaning of the 
. term (Evolution), neither Huxley nor Haeckel will be 
able to do so any better than does Webster: ‘The act of 
unfolding; the process of growth, development; as the 
evolution of a flower from a bud, or an animal from the 
egg’. Yet the bud must be traced through its parent- 
plant to the seed, and the egg to the animal or bird that 
laid it; or at any rate to the speck of protoplasm from 
which it expanded and grew. And both the seed and the 
speck must have the latent potentialities in them for the 
reproduction and gradual development, the unfolding 
of the thousand and one forms or phases of evolution 
through which they must pass before the flower or the \ 
animal is fully developed. Hence, the future plan— 
if not a design—must be there.” “Blind force. As well 
call ‘blind’ the brain which evolved in Haeckel his Pedi- 
gree of Man and other lucubrations. We can easily con- 
ceive that the said brain lacks an important centre or 
two; for whoever knows anything of the anatomy of 
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the human, or even of the animal, body, and is still an 
Atheist and a Materialist, must be ‘hopelessly insane’, 
according to Lord Herbert, who rightly sees in the frame 
of man’s body and the coherence of its parts, the ‘greatest 
miracle in Nature’. Blind forces and ‘No design’ in any- 
thing under the Sun! When no sane man of Science would 
hesitate to say that, even from the little he knows and has 
hitherto discovered of the forces at work in Kosmos, he 
sees very plainly that every part, every speck and atom, 
are in harmony with their fellow atoms, and these with 
the whole, each having its distinct mission throughout 
the life-cycle.” “Our readers are recommended to examine 
the learned paper by Dr. Bourges, a member of the Paris 
Anthropological Society, called ‘Evolutionary Psycho- 
logy; the Evolution of Spirit, etc.’ In it he completely 
reconciles the two teachings—namely of physical and 
spiritual evolution. He explains the origin of the variety 
of organic forms by the existence and the mutual help 
and interaction of two Principles in manifested Nature, 
the inner conscious Principle adapting itself to physical 
Nature and the innate potentialities of the latter. Thus 
the French scientist has to return to our old friend 
Archaeus, or the Life-Principle—without naming it— 
as Dr. Richardson has done in England in his Nerve- 
Force. Thus all the best Scientists and Thinkers are 
gradually approaching the Occultists in their general 
conclusions.” “The pendulum of thought oscillates 
between extremes. Having now finally emancipated her- 
self from the shackles of Theology, Science has embraced 
the opposite fallacy; and in the attempt to interpret 
Nature on purely materialistic lines, she has built up that 
most extravagant theory of the ages—the derivation of 
man from a ferocious and brutal ape.” “Nevertheless, 
we have one thing in common with the Darwinian school, 
that is the law of gradual and extremely slow Evolution, 
embracing many million years. The chief quarrel, it 
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appears, is with regard to the nature of the primitive 
‘ancestor’. We shall be told that the Dhyan Chohan, 
or the ‘progenitor’ of Manu, is a hypothetical being 
unknown on the Physical Plane. We reply that it was 
believed in by the whole of Antiquity, and is by nine- 
tenths of the present humanity; whereas not only is 
the pithecoid man, or ape-man, a purely hypothetical 
creature of Haeckel’s creation, unknown and untrace- 
able on this Earth, but further its genealogy—as invented 
by him—clashes with other scientific facts.” “The 
exaggerations concerning this alleged similarity cf struc- 
ture between man and the ape have become so glaring 
and absurd of late, that even Mr. Huxley has found himself 
forced to protest against the too sanguine expectations. 
‘Every bone of a gorilla bears marks by which it might be 
distinguished from the corresponding bone of a man’.” 
Again, “the ape as he grows becomes more bestial; man 

. . more human”. “Of course, we are quite aware that 
the true Evolutionist agrees with us; and that he is the 
first to say that not only is the geological record imperfect, 
but that there are enormous gaps in the series of hitherto 
discovered fossils, which can never be filled. He will 
tell us, moreover, that ‘no Evolutionist assumes that 
man is descended from any existing ape’, but that man 
and apes originated probably eons back, in some common 
root stock. It is just as posstble that the future may have 
in store for us the discovery of the giant skeleton of an 
Atlantean, thirty feet high, as of the fossil of a pithecoid 
‘missing link’; only the former is more probable.” “The 
absurdity of such an unnatural descent of man is so palp- 
able that De Quatrefages resorted unconsciously to our 
Esoteric theory by saying that it is rather the apes that 
can claim descent from man.” “Owing to the very type 
of his development man cannot descend from either an ape 
or an ancestor common to both, but shows his origin to 
be from a type far superior to himself. And that type 
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is the ‘Heavenly Man’. On the other hand, the pithe- 
coids, the orang-outang, the gorilla, and the chimpanzee 
can, and, as the Occult Sciences teach, do, descend from 
the animalized Fourth human Root-Race, being the pro- 
duct of man and an extinct species of mammal—whose 
- remote ancestors were themselves the product of Lemurian 
bestiality—which lived in the Miocene age. The ancestry 
of this semi-human monster is explained in the Stanzas 
as originating in the sin of the ‘mind-less’ races of the 
Third Race period.” “We have given (the origin of the 
pithecoid stocks) as far as it (is) useful, by stating that 
the bestiality of the primeval mind-less races resulted in 
the production of huge man-like monsters—the offspring 
of human and animal parents. As time rolled on, the 
descendants of these creatures were modified by external 
conditions, until the breed, dwindling in size, culminated 
in the lower apes of the Miocene period. With these the 
later Atlanteans renewed the sin of the ‘Mind-less’—this 
time with full responsibility. The resultants of their 
crime were the apes now known as anthropoid.” “The 
unnatural union was invariably fertile, because the mam- 
malian types were not remote enough from their root-type 
to develop the necessary barrier. Medical science records 
such cases of monsters, even in our own day. The pos- 
sibility is, therefore, only one of degree, not of fact. Thus 
it is that Occultism solves one of the strangest problems 
presented to the consideration of the Anthropologist.” 


While the lesser lights of Christendom were vainly 
hurling texts and threats at the heads of the Materialists, 
Madame Blavatsky was meeting them on their own ground ; 
but as the Occult teachings were not in agreement with 
orthodox religious beliefs she received little or no support 
and recognition from that quarter. Someof the authorities 
she quoted may now be considered back numbers, anda few 
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of the works to which she referred her readers are probably 
out of print, but this is of no consequence, as the best of 
our modern Scientists are decidedly less aggressively 
materialistic, and more philosophical ,vivisectors excepted. 
They realize now that they cannot trace the origin of man 
or the beginnings of things on the physical plane. “This 
planet had a beginning, in one sense,” says Sir Oliver 
Lodge, “but it had previously been something else—a 
scattered collection of particles, or a nebular gas. "Thus 
the so-called “Creation” of our Earth, whether it happened 
about six thousand years ago, as the “Fundamentalists” 
fancy, or through millions of years, as Nature herself 
seems to show, was merely a relative beginning, a forma- 
tion not a creation, a rearrangement of particles of pre- 
existing material. Truly, “there are always parts of the 
Universe without form and void, always the brooding 
spirit is bringing Cosmos out of Chaos, fresh worlds are 
coming into being, old worlds are proceeding towards 
decay.” Again, “We see life arriving,” says the same 
eminent scientist, “we know not whence; and soon depart- 
ing, we know not whither.” It was suggested that the 
germs of life were carried to this planet in meteoric dust, 
but even if that was true, we should still be no nearer to 
the origin of life than we are to the beginnings of things, 
the difficulty would only be removed a stage further 
away. Science begins its story of man half-way, because 
it is only concerned with physical man. It only deals 
with secondary causes and relative beginnings, with the 
appearance of living beings and worlds. But before what 
we call “Evolution” there must have been involution, 
the spirit of life involving itself in the dense material 
of the physical plane, the “descent of Spirit into Matter”. 
This process of involution or materialization is well known 
in one of its aspects to students of Psychic Science, who, 
as Madame Blavatsky remarked, should be best prepared 
tounderstand Occultism. The formation of a man-bearing 
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world from a nebula is another example of material- 
ization, although it is only the last stage of the process, 
from the gaseous to the solid state of matter. Three states 
of matter—gaseous, liquid, and solid—are known to 
Physical Science, or four if we include the hypothetical 
Ether; but according to the Esoteric Philosophy they are 
only sub-states of Matter, and Ether must not be confused 
with Spirit. 


THE OCCULT STORY OF MAN: (CONTINENTS, 
ROUNDS, AND RACES) 


“Tue Secret Doctrine confronts the purely speculative 
hypotheses of Modern Science, based upon the experience 
and exact observations of barely a few centuries, with 
the unbroken tradition and records of its Sanctuaries; 
and brushing away that tissue of cobweb-like theories, 
spun in the darkness that covers a period of hardly a 
few millenniums, which Europeans call their ‘history’, 
the Old Science says to us: Listen now, to my version 
of the memoirs of Humanity.” According to the Secret 
Doctrine: “The Monad has to pass through its mineral, 
vegetable, and animal forms, before the Light of the Logos . 
is awakened in the animal man. Therefore, till then, the 
latter cannot be referred to as ‘man’, but has to be regarded 
asa Monad imprisoned in ever-changing forms.” “Between 
man and the animal—whose Monads are fundamen- 
tally identical—there is the impassable abyss of Mentality 
and Self-consciousness. Can man—a God in the animal 
form—be the product of Material Nature by evolution 
alone, even as is the animal, which differs from man in 
external shape, but by no means in the materials of its 
physical fabric, and is informed by the same, though 
undeveloped, Monad—seeing that the intellectual poten- 
tialities: of the two differ as the sun does from the 
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glow-worm? And what is it that creates such a difference, 
unless man is an animal flus.a living god within his 
physical shell? ”“The Doctrine teaches that the only 
difference between animate and inanimate objects on 
Earth, between an animal and a human frame, is that 
in some the various ‘Fires’ are latent, and in others 
they are active. The vital Fires are in all things and not 
an atom is devoid of them. But no animal has the three 
higher ‘principles’ awakened in him; they are simply 
potential, latent, and thus non-existing.” “The Progen- 
itors of Man, called in India Fathers, Pitaras, or Pitris, 
are the ‘Creators’ of our bodies and lower principles. . . . 
The endowers of man with his conscious, immortal Ego, 
are the ‘Solay Angels’—whether so regarded metaphoric- 
ally or literally.” “Each class of Creators endows man 
with what it has to give; the one builds his external 
form; the other gives him his essence, which later on 
becomes the Human Higher Self owing to the personal 
exertion of the individual. . . . ‘Man must not be like 
one of us’, say the creative Gods, entrusted with the 
fabrication of the lower animal—but higher. They 
would not, simply because they could not, give to man 
that sacred spark which burns and expands into the 
flower of human reason and self-consciousness, for they 
had it not to give.” “Man is certainly uo special creation. 
He is the product of Nature’s gradual perfective work, 
like any other living unit on thisEarth. But this is only 
with regard to the human tabernacle. That which lives 
and thinks in man and survives that frame, the master- 
piece of Evolution—is the ‘Eternal Pilgrim’, the Protean 
differentiation in Space and Time of the One Absolute 
‘Unknowable’.” 

“As regards the Evolution of Mankind, the Secret 
Doctrine postulates three new propositions, which stand 
in direct antagonism to Modern Science as well as to 
current religious dogmas. It teaches: (a) the simultaneous 
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evolution of seven human groups on seven different 
portions of our globe; (b) the birth of the astral 
before the physical body, the former being a model for 
the latter; and (c) that man, in this Round, preceded every 
mammalian—the anthropoids included—in. the animal 
kingdom. The Secret Doctrine is not alone in speaking 
of primeval Men born simultaneously. In the fragments 
of Chaldean tablets, collected by George Smith, on which 
is inscribed the Babylonian Legend of Creation, in the 
first column of the Cutha tablet, seven human Beings 
‘with the face of ravens’, that is to say, of black swarthy 
complexions, whom ‘the (seven) Great Gods created’, 
are mentioned.” “There are two ‘Creations’ so-called, 
in the Babylonian fragments, and as Genesis has adhered 
to this, we find ‘its first two chapters distinguished as the 
Elohite and the Jehovite Creations. Their proper order, 
however, is not preserved in these or any other exoteric 
accounts. Now these ‘Creations’, according to the 
Occult Teachings, refer respectively to the formation of 
the primordial seven Men by the Progenitors, the Pitris, 
or Elohim. All this will be examined in the light of 
Science, and comparisons drawn from the Scriptures of | 
all the ancient nations, the Bible included. Meanwhile, 
before we turn to the Anthropogenesis of the prehistoric 
Races, it may be useful to agree upon the names to be given 
to the Continents on which the four great Races, which 
preceded our (own) Race, were born, lived, and died.” 
Also, “let the reader remember that which is said of the 
divisions of Root-Races and the evolution of Humanity. 


(1) There are seven Rounds in every Manvantara; 
this Round is the Fourth, and we are in the 
Fifth Root-Race, at present. 

(2) Each Root-Race has seven sub-races. 

(3) Eachsub-racehas, in its turn, seven ramifications ,, 
which may be called ‘branch’ or ‘family’ races. 


lies 


— 
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(4) The little tribes, shoots ‘ and offshoots of the last- 
named are countless, and depend on Karmic 
action.” 


I THE IMPERISHABLE SACRED LAND 


“It is proposed, then, to call the first Continent, or 
rather the first terra firma on which the First Race was 
evolved (by the above title). The reason for the name 
is that it is the only Continent whose destiny it is to last 
from the beginning to the end of the Manvantara. It is 
the cradle of the first man and the dwelling of the last 
divine mortal. Of this mysterious and sacred land very 
little can be said.” a 


II THE HYPERBOREAN 


“This will be the name chosen for the second Continent, 
the land which stretched out its promontories southward 
and westward: from the North Pole, and comprised the 
whole of what is now known as Northern Asia. Such 
was the name given by the oldest Greeks to the far off and 
mysterious region, whither their tradition made Apollo, 
the Hyperborean, travelevery year.” Scientists, “agree 
that during the Miocene Age, Greenland and even Spitz- 
bergen, the remnants of our second Continent; ‘had an 
almost tropical climate’. And now arises this natural 
question. If the Greeks knew of a Hyperborean land— 
a blessed land beyond the reach of Boreas, the God of 
Winter and the hurricane—if they knew of all this, who 
then told them of it? In their day, and for ages previously, 
Greenland must certainly have been already covered with 
perpetual snows, just as it is now. For the Greeks to 
know of this, the tradition must have descended to them 
from some people more ancient than themselves. The 
Archaic Teachings, and also the Puranas—for one who 
understands their allegories—contain the same statements.” 
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“The third Continent, we propose to call Lemuria. The 
name is an invention, or an idea, of Mr. P. L. Sclater, 
who asserted on Zoological grounds the actual existence, 
in prehistoric times, of a Continent which extended from 
Madagascar to Ceylon and Sumatra. It included some 
portions of what is now Africa; but otherwise this gigantic 
Continent, which stretched from the Indian Ocean to 
Australia, has now wholly disappeared beneath the waters 
of the Pacific, leaving here and there only some of its 
highland tops which are now islands.” “As witnesses 
to the Lemurians but a few silent records in the shape of 
half a dozen broken colossi and old cyclopean ruins are 
left.” “Easter Island, for instance, belongs to the 
earliest civilization of the Third Race. It was a volcanic 
and sudden uplifting of the ocean-floor, which raised this 
small relic of the Archaic Ages—after it had been sub- 
merged with the rest—untouched, with its volcano and 
statues. It is said that some of the Australian tribes are 
the last remnants of the last descendants of the Third 
Race.” 


IV ATLANTIS 


“Thus we name the fourth Continent. It would be 
the first historical, were the traditions of the Ancients to 
receive more attention than they have hitherto. The 
famous island of Plato of that name was but a fragment 
of this great Continent.” “It would be impossible, in 
view of the limited space at our disposal, to go any further 

into the’ description of the Atlanteans, in whom the whole 
East believes as much as we believe in the ancient 
Egyptians. The civilization of the Atlanteans was greater 
than even that of the Egyptians. It is their degenerate 
descendants, the nation of Plato’s Atlantis, who built 
the first pyramids in the country, and that certainly 


74 Teachings of H. P. Blavatsky 


before the advent of the ‘Eastern /®thiopians’, as 
Herodotus calls the Egyptians.” 


V EUROPE 


“The fifth Continent was America ; but, as it is situated 
at the Antipodes, it is Europe and Asia Minor which are 
generally referred to by the Indo-Aryan Occultists as the 
fifth. If their teaching followed the appearance of the 
Continents in their geological and geographical order, 
then this classification would have to be altered. But as 
the sequence of the Continents is made to follow the order 
of evolution of the Races, from the First to the Fifth, 
our Aryan Root-Race, Europe must be called the fifth 
great Continent. The Secret Doctrine takes no account 
of islands and peninsulas, nor does it follow the modern 
geographical distribution of land and sea. Since the day 
of its earliest teachings and the destruction of the great 
Atlantis, the face of the Earth has changed more than 
once. There was a time when the delta of Egypt and 
Northern Africa belonged to Europe, before the forma- 
tion of the Straits of Gibraltar and a further upheaval of 
the Continent entirely changed the face of the map of 
Europe. The last serious change occurred some 12,000 
years ago, and was followed by the submersion of Plato’s 
little Atlantic island, which he calls Atlantis after its 
parent continent.” “That worlds, and also races, are 
periodically destroyed by fire (volcanoes and earthquakes) 
and water, in turn, and are periodically renewed, is 
a doctrine as old as man. Manu, Hermes, the Chaldeans, 
all antiquity believed in this. Twice already has the 
face of the Globe been changed by fire, and twice by water, 
since man appeared on it. As land needs rest and renova- 
tion, new forces, and a change for its soil, so does water. 
Then arises a periodical redistribution of land and water, 
change of climates, etc., all brought on by geological 
revolution, and ending in a final change in the axis of 
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the Earth. Astronomers may pooh-pooh the idea 

(but) there is a change in the inclination of the Earth’s 
axis, and its appointed time is recorded in one of the 
great Secret Cycles.” “Where did the first men live? 
Some Darwinists say in Western Africa, some in Southern 
Asia, (but) of the above speculations, the only one of 
any worth is that referring to Lemuria, which was the 
cradle of mankind—of the physical sexual creature who 
materialized through long zons out of the ethereal 
hermaphrodites.” “Physical man, we say, existed before 
the first bed of the Cretaceous rocks was deposited. In 
the early part of the Tertiary age, the most brilliant civil- 
ization the world has ever known flourished at a period 
when the Haeckelian man-ape is conceived as roaming 
through primeval forests.” “It may make our position 
plainer if we state at once that we use Sir C. Lyell’s nomen- 
clature for the ages and periods, and that when we talk 
of the Secondary and Tertiary age,of the Eocene, Miocene, 
and Pliocene periods—this is simply to make our facts 
more comprehensible.” “Nor ought the Esoteric Chron- 
ology to frighten anyone; for, with regard to figures, the 
greatest authorities of the day are as fickle and as uncer- 
tain as the Mediterranean waves.” “Enough has been 
said to show that evolution in general, events, mankind, 
and everything else in Nature proceed in cycles. We 
have spoken of seven Races, five of which have nearly 
completed their earthly career, and have claimed that 
every Root-Race was entirely distinct from its preceding 
and succeeding Race.” “The Human Races are born 
one from the other, grow, develop, become old, and die. 
Their sub-races and nations follow the same rule. Never- 
theless our general proposition will not be accepted. It 
will be said that whatever forms man has passed through 
in the long prehistoric past, there are no more changes for 
him—save certain variations, as at present—in the future: 
Hence that our Sixth and Seventh Root-Races are fictions. 
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To this it is again answered: How do you know? Your 
experience is limited to a few thousand years, to less than 
a day in the whole age of Humanity and to the present 
types of the actual continents and isles of our fifth Race. 
Since the beginning of the Atlantean Race many million 
years have passed, yet we find the last of the Atlan- 
teans still mixed up with the Aryan element, II ,o00 years 
ago. This shows the enormous overlapping of one Race 
over the Race which succeeds it, though in characters and 
external type the elder loses its characteristics, and 
assumes the new features of the younger Race. This is 
proved in all the formations of mixed human races.” 


“THE NEW_RACE TYPE” 


WE now come to a subject which will be of great interest 
to everyone who is familiar with both theosophical teach- 
ings and the developments of Modern Science—namely, the 
New Race Type. “Occult Philosophy teaches that 
even now, under our very eyes, the new Race and races 
are preparing to be formed, and that it is in America 
that the transformation will take place, and has already 
silently commenced. Pure Anglo-Saxons hardly three 
hundred years ago, the Americans of the United States 
have already become a nation apart, and, owing to a 
strong admixture of various nationalities and inter- 
marriage, almost a race sui-generis, not only mentally, 
but also physically. They are, in short, the germs of the 
sixth sub-race, and in some few hundred years more, will 
become the pioneers of that race which must succeed to 
the present European or fifth sub-race, in all its new 
characteristics. After this, in about 25,000 years, they 
will launch into preparations for the seventh sub-race; 
until, in consequence of cataclysms—the first series of 
those which must one day destroy Europe—the Sixth 
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Root-Race will have appeared on the stage of our Round. 
When shall this be? ‘Who knows save the great Masters 
of Wisdom, perchance, and they are as silent upon the 
subject as the snow-capped peaks that tower above them. 
All we know is, that it will silently come into existence ; 
so silently, indeed, that for long millenniums will its 
pioneers—the peculiar children who will grow into pecu- 
liar men and women—be regarded as abnormal oddities 
physically and mentally. Then, as they increase, one day 
they will awake to find themselves in a majority. Then 
the present (type of) men will vegetate, degenerate, and 
finally die out, as the Aztecs have, as the Nyam-Nyam 
and the dwarfish Moola Koorumba of the Nilghiri Hills 
are dying.” 


RACIAL KARMA 


“IT is a most suggestive fact—to those concrete thinkers 
who demand a physical proof of Karma—that the lowest 
races of men are now rapidly dying out; a phenomenon 
largely due to an extraordinary sterility setting in among 
the women. A process of decimation is taking place 
all over the Globe, among those races whose ‘time is up’ 
—among just those stocks, be it remarked, which Esoteric 
Philosophy regards as the senile representatives of lost 
archaic nations. It is inaccurate to maintain that the 
extinction of a lower race is imvariably due to cruelties 
perpetrated by colonists. Change of diet, drunkenness, 
etc.,have donemuch. . .. Even the Materialist Lefévre. 
says: ‘Nothing can save those that have run their course 
It would be necessary to extend their destined cycle’. 
True; but is not the phenomenon here confirmed an 
instance of the operation of Cyclic Law, difficult to account 
for on materialist lines? Whence the ‘destined cycle’ and 
the order here testified to? Why does this (Karmic) 
sterility attack and root out certain races at their ‘appointed 
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hour’? Those who realize that every Root-Race runs 
through a gamut of seven sub-races, etc., will understand 
the ‘why’. The tide-wave of incarnating Egos has rolled 
past them to harvest experience in more developed and 
less senile stocks; and their extinction is hence a Karmic 
necessity .” 


“This process of preparation for the Sixth great Race 
must last throughout the whole sixth and seventh sub- 
races. But the /as¢ remnants of the fifth Continent will 
not disappear until some time after the birth of the new 
Race ; when another and new dwelling, the sixth Continent, 
will have appeared so as to receive the new stranger. As 
Nature no more proceeds by sudden jumps and starts 
than man changes suddenly from a child into a mature 
man, the final cataclysm will be preceded by many 
smaller submersions and destructions both by wave and 
volcanic fires.” “Thus it is the mankind of the New 
World, the senior by far of our Old one, whose mission 
and Karma it is, to sow the seeds for a forthcoming, 
grander, and far more glorious Race than any of those we 
know of at present. The Cycles of Matter will be suc- 
ceeded by Cycles of Spirituality and a fully developed 
mind.” “It is not in the course of natural law that man 
should become a perfect Septenary Being before the 
Seventh Race in the Seventh Round. Yet he has all 
these principles latent in him from his birth. Nor is it 
part of the evolutionary law that the Fifth Principle 
(Manas) should receive its complete development before 
the Fifth Round. All such prematurely developed 
intellects (on the sfirttual plane) in our Race are abnormal ; 
they are those whom we have called the ‘Fifth Rounders’ . 
Even in the coming Seventh Race, at the close of this 
Fourth Round, while our four lower principles will be fully 
developed, that of Manas will be only proportionally 
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so. This limitation, however, refers solely to the 
spiritual development. The intellectual, on the physical 
plane, was reached during the Fourth Root-Race.” “On 
the law of parallel history and races, the majority of the 
future mankind will be composed of glorious Adepts. 
Humanity is the child of Cyclic Destiny, and not one of 
its Units can escape its unconscious mission, or get rid 
of the burden of its co-operative work with Nature. Thus 
will Mankind, race after race, perform its appointed 
Cyclic Pilgrimage, (and) such is the course of Nature 
under the sway of Karmic Law; of Ever-present and Ever- 
becoming Nature. For in the words of a Sage: The present 
is the child of the past; the future the begotten of the present. 
And yet, O present moment, knowest thou not that thou hast 
no parent, nor canst thou have a child; that thou art ever 
begetting but thyself.” 


FOREWORD 


ALTHOUGH we have now outlined the Occult Story of 
Evolution as given in The Secret Doctrine—the Involution 
or descent of the Monads, and their ascent spiritward 
through all the kingdoms of Nature—we have been 
obliged to omit many interesting points and withhold 
further explanations, lest the inclusion of lengthy digres- 
sions should only confuse the reader and break the thread 
of the narrative. To-day, the existence of prehistoric 
continents is taken for granted, but Anthropologists 
know practically nothing of their inhabitants, our First 
Four Root-Races, and ignore our information, which is, 
of course, very largely traditional and occult. 


ETHEREAL RACES 


“MaNn’s organism was adapted in every Race to its 
surrounding. The First Root-Race was as ethereal as 
ours is material. The progeny of the Seven Creators, who 
evolved the Seven Primordial Adams, surely 3 required no 
purified gases to breathe and live upon. Therefore, how- 
ever strongly the impossibility of this teaching may be urged 
by the devotees of Modern Science, the Occultist maintains 
that the case was as stated ons of years before the evolu- 
tion of the Lemurian, the first physical man, which 
took place 18,000,000 years ago.” “As to the question 


of the four distinct Races of Mankind that preceded our 
83 
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Fifth Race, there is nothing mystical in the subject 
except the ethereal bodies of the first Races; and this 
is a matter of legendary, nevertheless very correct, 
history. The legend is universal (and) if the Western 
savant pleases to see in it only a myth, it does not make 
the slightest difference.” “If the materialized forms 
which are sometimes seen oozing out of the bodies of 
certain mediums could, instead of vanishing, be fixed 
and made solid—the creation (and the constitution) of 
the First Race would become quite comprehensible.” 
Scientific evidence is lacking because, being ethereal, the 
first Races could leave no fossil traces in the Record of 
the Rocks. 


MAN BEFORE THE MAMMALS 


“THE Occult Doctrine maintains that, in this Round, 
the mammalians were a later work of evolution than 
man.” “So far as our present Fourth Round terrestrial 
period is concerned, the mammalian fauna are alone to 
be regarded as traceable to prototypes shed by man. 
The amphibia, birds, reptiles, fishes, etc., are the 
resultants of the Third Round, astral fossil forms stored 
up in the auric envelope of the Earth and projected into 
physical objectivity subsequent to the deposition of the 
first Laurentian rocks. The mammalia, whose first 
traces are discovered in the marsupials of the Triassic 
rocks of the Secondary Period, were evolved from purely 
astral progenitors contemporary with the Second Race. 
They are thus post-human, and, consequently, it is easy 
to account for the general resemblance between their 
embryonic stages and those of Man, who necessarily 
embraces in himself and epitomizes in his development 
the features of the group he originated. The process of 
human foetal growth epitomizes not only the general 
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characteristics of the Fourth, but of the Third Round 
terrestrial life. The diapason of type is run through in 
brief. The potentiality of every organ useful to animal 
life is locked up in Man—the Microcosm of the Macro- 
cosm.” “Ifman is really the Microcosm of the Macrocosm, 
then the teaching has nothing so very impossible in it, 
and is but logical. For man becomes that Macrocosm 
for the three lower kingdoms under him.” “Man was 
the Store-house, so to speak, of all the seeds of life for 
this Round, vegetable and animal alike.” 


RACES AND MODES OF REPRODUCTION 


“We would ask Science—with regard to the origin of 
the human and animal species—which theory of Evolu- 
tion of the two herewith described is the more scientific. 


(1) Is it that of an Evolution which starts from the 
beginning with sexual propagation? 

(2) Or that teaching which shows the gradual 
development of organs; their solidification, 
and the procreation of each species, at first 
by simple easy separation from one into two 
or even several individuals; then a fresh 
development—the first step to a species of 
separate distinct sexes—the hermaphrodite 
condition; then again, a kind of partheno- 
genesis, ‘virginal reproduction’, when the 
egg-cells are formed within the body, issuing 
from it and becoming matured outside of it; 
until finally, a separation of the sexes?” 


“Mr. Samuel Laing (author of Modern Science and 
Modern Thought) tells us that ‘by far the larger propor- 
tion of living forms, in number at any rate if not in size, 
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have come into existence without the aid of sexual propa- 
gation’ . >. ‘a study of embryology shows that in 
the human and higher animal species the distinction 
of sex is not developed until a considerable progress has 
been made in the growth of the embryo. . . . In the 
great majority of plants, and in some of the lower families 
of animals ... the male and female organs are 
developed within the same being, and they are what 
is called hermaphrodites’.” “What Physiologist or 
Biologist can tell whether the present mode of generation 
is older than half a million, or at most one million years? 
Primeval human hermaphrodites are a fact in Nature 
well known to the ancients, and form one of Darwin’s 
greatest perplexities. Yet there is certainly no impossi- 
bility, but, on the contrary, a great probability that 
hermaphroditism existed in the evolution of the early 
Races; while on the grounds of analogy, and on that 
of the existence of one universal law in physical evolu- 
tion, acting indifferently in the construction of plant, 
animal, and man, it must be so.” “In the Descent of Man 
occurs the following passage, which shows how near 
Darwin came to the acceptance of this ancient teaching. 
‘It has long been known that in the vertebrate kingdom 
one sex bears rudiments of various accessory parts, which 
properly belong to the opposite sex . . . Some remote 
progenitor of the whole vertebrate kingdom appears to 
have been hermaphrodite or androgynous. But here we 
encounter a singular difficulty.’ ” — “Occultism 
proposes a solution which embraces the facts in a com- 
prehensive manner. These relics of a prior androgyne 
stock must be placed in the same category as the Pineal 
gland, and other organs equally mysterious, which 
afford us silent testimony as to the reality of functions 
which have long since become atrophied in the course 
of animal and human progress, but which once played 
a signal part in the general economy of primeval life.” 
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“And now let us search for corroboration of these state- 
ments in the religious legends of East and West.” “What 
say the old sages, the Philosopher-teachers of antiquity ? 
Aristophanes speaks thus on the subject in Plato’s 
Banquet: ‘Our nature of old was not the same as it is 
now. It was androgynous; the form and name partaking 
of, and being common to both the male and female’ 

3 Mystically , Jesus was held to be man-woman. 
= also in the Orphic Hymns, sung during the Mysteries, 
we find: “Zeus is a male, Zeus is an immortal maid’. 
Jupiter has female breasts, Venus is bearded in some of 
her statues.” “Thus the pristine bi-sexual unity of the 
human Third Root-Race (the Race in which the separa- 
tion of the sexes occurred) is an axiom in the Secret 
Doctrine. Its virgin individuals were raised to ‘Gods’, 
because that Race represented their ‘Divine Dynasty’. 
The moderns are satisfied with worshipping the male 
heroes of the Fourth Race, who created Gods after their 
own sexual image, whereas the Gods of primeval man- 
kind were ‘male and female’.” “In the Vishnu Purana, 
Daksha ‘established sexual intercourse as the means of 
multiplication’, only after a series of other ‘modes’, 
which are all enumerated therein.” In Genesis, “Eve 
is not ‘begotten’, but is extracted out of Adam in the 
manner of ‘Amoeba A’, contracting in the middle and 
splitting into Amoeba B—by division.” “It is thus a 
universal tradition that mankind has evolved gradually 
into its present shape from an almost transparent con- 
dition of texture, and neither by miracle nor by sexual 
intercourse. ” 


MONSTERS 


“TuaT the Fall of Man into generation occurred during 

the earliest portion of what Science calls the Mesozoic 

times, or the age of reptiles, is evidenced by the Buble 
G 
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phraseology concerning the serpent, the nature of which 
is explained in the Zohar. The question is not whether 
Eve’s incident with the tempting reptile is allegorical 
or textual, for no one can doubt that it is the former, 
but to show the antiquity of the symbolism on the very 
face of it, and that it was not a Jewish but a universal 
idea. Now we find in the Zohar a very strange assertion, 
calculated to provoke the reader to laughter. It tells us 
that the serpent, which was used by Shamael, the sup- 
posed Satan, to seduce Eve, was a kind of ‘flying camel’. 
A ‘flying camel’ is indeed too much for the most liberal- 
minded F.R.S. Nevertheless, the Zohar, which can 
hardly be expected to use the language of a Cuvier, was 
right in its description; and Cuvier, who has recon- 
structed their skeletons, is a witness. After finding 
fossils of certain saurians, the great Naturalist has written, 
that: ‘If anything can justify the hydras and other 
monsters, it is incontestably the Plesiosaurus.’ The 
Pterodactyl, found in Germany, seventy-eight feet long, 
is described as a reptile, the little fingers of whose hands 
are so elongated as to bear a membranous wing. Surely, 
between the long neck of the Plesiosaurus and the wing 
of the Pterodactyl, or still better the Mosasaurus, there 
is enough scientific probability on which to build a 
‘flying camel’, or a long-necked dragon. And now to 
the main question. How could the ancient nations know 
anything of the extinct monsters of the Carboniferous 
and Mesozoic times, and even represent them pictorially, 
unless they had possessed descriptions of them in their 
traditions; which descriptions necessitate living and 
intelligent eye-wttnesses ?” 


ed 


GIANTS 


“Tue claim that physical man was originally a colossal 
pre-tertiary giant, and that he existed 18,000,000 years 
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ago, must, of course, appear preposterous to admirers 
of, and believers in, modern learning. The whole posse 
comitatus of Biologists will turn away from the con- 
ception of this Third Race Titan, a being fit to fight 
successfully with the then gigantic monsters of the air, 
sea, and land. The modern Anthropologist is quite 
welcome to laugh at our Titans, as he laughs at the 
Biblical Adam, and as the Theologian laughs at the 
former’s pithecoid ancestor. The Occultists and their 
severe critics may feel that they have pretty well mutu- 
ally squared their accounts by this time. Occult Sciences 
claim less and give more, at all events, than either 
Darwinian Anthropology or Biblical Theology.” 
“Darwin’s evolution begins at the middle point, instead 
of commencing for man, as for everything else, from 
universals. . . . Analogy is the guiding law in Nature, 
the only true Ariadne’s thread that can lead us, through 
the inextricable paths of her domain, toward her primal 
and final mysteries. Nature, as a creative potency, is 
infinite, and no generation of Physical Scientists can 
ever boast of having exhausted the list of her ways and 
methods, however uniform the laws upon which she 
proceeds. If we can conceive of a ball of ‘fire-mist’— 
as it rolls through #ons of time—becoming gradually 
a Planet, to settle into a Man-bearing World or Earth, 
thus having passed from a soft plastic body into a rock- 
bound Globe; and if we see on it everything evolving 
from the non-nucleated jelly-speck into the form of an 
animal, to grow into a gigantic reptilian monster of the 
Mesozoic times; then dwindling again into the (compara- 
tively) dwarfish crocodile, and the universally common 
lizard—if we can conceive all this, then how can man 
alone escape the general law? ‘There were giants on 
earth in those days’, says Genesis, repeating the state- 
ment of all the other Eastern Scriptures; and the Titans 
are founded on an anthropological and physiological 


a 
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fact.” “The evolutionary series of the animal world 
is a warrant that the same thing took place within the 
human races. Lower still in the order of creation we 
find witnesses for the same proportionate size in the 
flora going part passu with the fauna. The pretty ferns 
we collect and dry among the leaves of our favourite 
volumes are the descendants of the gigantic ferns which 
grew during the Carboniferous period.” “Ancient build- 
ings are pointed to as evidence that our earliest ancestors 
were not much larger than we are, the entrance doors 
being of no larger size then than now. The tallest man 
of antiquity, we are told, was the Roman Emperor 
Maximus, whose height was only seven and a half feet. 
Nevertheless, in our modern day we see men taller than 
this. The Hungarian who exhibited himself in the London 
Pavilion was nearly nine feet high. In America a giant 
was shown 9 feet 6 inches tall; the Montenegrin Danilo 
was 8 feet 7 inches. Now, as the ape-theorists are told 
by Mr. Darwin that the species of animals which result 
from cross-breeding always betray ‘a tendency to revert 
to the original type’, they ought to apply the same law 
to men. Had there been no giants as a type in ancient 
days, there would be none now. All this applies only 
to the historic period. Moreover, as already stated, 
human stature is but little changed since the last Racial 
Cycle. The giants of old are all buried under the oceans, 
and hundreds of thousands of years of constant friction by 
water would reduce to dust a brazen, much more a human 
skeleton.” “Of yet standing witnesses to the submerged 
Continents, and the colossal men that inhabited them, 
there are still a few. Not to speak of the Easter 
Island statues already mentioned, to what epoch belong 
the colossal statues, still erect and intact, near Bamian? 
. . .» Once more tradition, corroborated by written 
records, answers the query and explains the mystery. 

. «+ The five statues belong to the handiwork 
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of the Initiates of the Fourth Race, who, after the 
submersion of their Continent, sought refuge in the 
fastnesses and on the summits of the Central Asian 
mountain chains. Thus the five statues are an imperish- 
able record of the Esoteric Teaching as to the gradual 
evolution of the Races.” “The largest is made to repre- 
sent the First Race of mankind, its ethereal body being 
commemorated in hard, everlasting stone, for the instruc- 
tion of future generations, as its rememberance would 
otherwise never have survived the Atlantean Deluge 

. the third—measuring 60 feet—immortalizes the 
Race that fell, and thereby inaugurated the first physical 
Race; born of father and mother, the last descendants 
of which are represented in the statues found on Easter 
Isle. These were only from 20 to 25 feet in stature at 
the epoch when Lemuria was submerged, after it had 
been nearly destroyed by volcanic fires. The Fourth 
Race was still smaller, though gigantic in comparison 
with our present Fifth Race.” “These are, then, the 
‘Giants’ of antiquity, the ante- and post-diluvian 
Gibborim of the Bible. They lived and flourished one 
million years ago rather than between three and four 
thousand only. The Anakim of Joshua, whose hosts 
were as ‘grasshoppers’ in comparison with the Jews, 
are thus a piece of Israelite fancy, unless indeed the 
people of Israel claim for Joshua an antiquity and origin 
in the Eocene, or at any rate in the Miocene age, and 
change the millenniums of their chronology into millions 
of years.” “No Occultist would ever think of dispossessing 
Noah of his prerogatives if he is claimed to be an Atlantean ; 
for this would simply show that the Israelites repeated 
the story of Vaivasvata Manu, and many others, and 
that they only changed the name. What we object to is 
the literal acceptation of Biblical chronology, as it is 
absurd, and in accord with neither geological data nor 
reason. Moreover, if Noah was an Atlantean, then he 
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was a Titan, a Giant.” “Mankind will not grow again 
into giant bodies as in the case of the Lemurians and the 
Atlanteans; because while the evolution of the Fourth 
Race led the latter down to the very bottom of materiality 
in its physical development, the present Race is on its 
ascending arc; and the Sixth will be rapidly growing 
out of its bonds of matter, and even of flesh (rebecoming 
ethereal) .”’ 


THE THIRD EYE 


“It may be complained by some that too little is said 
of the physical, human side of the extinct races. Much 
more might be said, assuredly, if simple prudence did 
not make us hesitate at the threshold of every new revela- 
tion. But even such a statement that man was a kind 
of Cyclops in days of old, will be contested.” “An indi- 
cation that the early Fourth Race—during its evolution 
and before the final adjustment of the human organism, 
which became perfect and symmetrical only in the Fifth 
Race—may have been three-eyed, without having neces- 
sarily a third eye in the middle of the brow, like the 
legendary Cyclops, is also furnished by Science. To 
Occultists who believe that spiritual and psychic imvolu- 
tion proceeds on parallel lines with physical evolution— 
that the immer senses, innate in the first human races, 
atrophied during racial growth and the material develop- 
ment of the outer senses—the above statement is no 
conjecture, but simply a phase of the law of growth, a 
proven fact, in short.” “The Third Eye ts dead, and acts 
no longer; but it has left behind a witness to its existence. 
This witness is now the Pineal Gland.” “Such is the 
mystery of the human eye that some Scientists have 
been forced to resort to Occult explanations in their 
vain endeavours to explain and account for all the 
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difficulties surrounding its action. The development of the 
human eye gives more support to Occult Anthropology 
than to that of the Materialistic Physiologists. ‘The 
eyes in the human embryo grow from within without’— 
out of the brain, instead of being part of the skin. 
Professor Lankester—thinking the brain a queer place 
for the eye, and attempting to explain the phenomenon 
on Darwinian lines—suggests the curious view that ‘our’ 
earliest vertebrate ancestor was a ‘transparent’ creature 
and hence did not mind where the eye was! Occultism, 
with its teaching as to the gradual development of senses 
‘from within without’, from astral prototypes, is far more 
satisfactory. The Third Eye retreated inwards when its 
course was run—another point in favour of Occultism.” 
“The. question is often asked: Why should celibacy 
and chastity be a sine qué non condition of regular Chelae 
ship, or the development of Occult powers? The answer 
is that the Third Eye was once a physiological organ, 
and that, later on, owing to the gradual disappearance 
of spirituality and increase of materiality, it became an 
atrophied organ. During human life the greatest impedi- 
ment in the way of spiritual development, and especially 
to the acquirement of Yoga powers, is the activity of 
our physiological senses. Sexual action also being closely 
connected, by interaction, with the spinal cord and the 
grey matter of the brain, it is useless to give any longer 
explanation.” “The ‘Eye of Shiva’ did not become 
entirely atrophied before the close of the Fourth Race. 
When spirituality and all the divine powers of the Third 
Race had been made the hand-maidens of the newly- 
awakened physiological and psychic passions of the 
physical man, instead of the reverse, the Eye lost its 
powers.” “Descartes saw in the Pineal Gland the Seat 
of the Soul. Unscientific as this may appear, he was yet 
far nearer the Occult truth than is any Haeckel. Had 
the leading Scientists a glimmer of the veal processes 
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employed by the Evolutionary Impulse, and the winding 
cyclic course of this great Law, they would know and feel 
certain of the future physical transformations which 
await human kind by the knowledge of its past forms. 
Nature never creates the smallest, the most insignificant, 
form without some definite purpose and use.” “The 
Cyclopean eye was, and still 7s, in man the organ of 
spiritual sight, and having performed its function, was 
stored and laid aside by Nature for further use in eons 
to come. 


THE DELUGE 


“WE have said elsewhere that the Great Flood had 
several meanings, and that it referred, as also does the 
‘Fall’, to both spiritual and physical, both cosmic and 
terrestrial events.” “The first Cosmic Flood refers to 
Primordial Creation, or the formation of Heaven and the 
Earths; in which case Chaos and the great Deep stand 
for the ‘Flood’, and the Moon for the ‘Mother’, from 
whom proceed all the life-germs. But the Terrestrial 
Deluge and its story has also its dual application, In 
one case it has reference to that mystery when mankind 
was saved from utter destruction, by the mortal woman 
being made the receptacle of the human seed at the end 
of the Third Race, and in the other to the real and 
“historical Atlantean Submersion.” “The ‘Deluge’ is 
undeniably a ‘universal tradition’. Glacial Periods 
were numerous, and so were the ‘Deluges’, for various 
reasons. But which was our ‘Deluge’ ? Assuredly the one 
which to this date remains recorded in the traditions of 
all the peoples from the remotest antiquity; the one 
that finally swept away the last peninsulas of Atlantis. 
It was the last of its gigantic character. Our Fifth Race 
—the non-initiated portions of it—hearing of many 
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Deluges, have confused them, and now know of but one. 
This one altered the whole aspect of the Globe in its 
interchange, and shifting, of land and sea.” “The 
Mexicans had, and still have, the tradition of the four- 
fold destruction of the world by fire and water, just 
as the Egyptians had, and the Hindus have, to this day.” 
“It is the submersion of the great Atlantis which is the 
most interesting. This is the Cataclysm of which the old 
records, as in the Book of Enoch, say, ‘the ends of the 
Earth got loose’; and upon which have been built the 
legends and allegories of Vaivasvata, Xisuthrus, Noah, 
Deucalion and all the tutti quanti of the Elect Saved.” 
“Noah’s Deluge is astronomical and allegorical, but it 
is not mythical, for the story is based upon the same 
archaic tradition of men—or rather of nations—who 
were saved in canoes, arks, and ships. No one would 
presume to say that the Chaldean Xisuthrus, the Hindu 
Vaivasvata, the Chinese Peirun, or the Swedish Belgamer, 
are all identical as personages. But their legends have 
all sprung from the catastrophe which involved both 
the Continent and the Island of Atlantis.” 


THE “FALL? 


“THERE is more than one interpretation, for there are 
seven keys to the mystery of the ‘Fall’. Moreover, 
there are two ‘Falls’ in Theology: the rebellion of the 
Archangels and their ‘Fall’, and the ‘Fall’ of Adam and 
Eve. Thus the lower as well as the higher Hierarchies 
are charged with a supposed crime. The word ‘supposed’ 
is the true and correct term, for in both cases it is founded 
on misconception. The ‘Fall’ is (another) universal 
allegory. It sets forth at one end of the ladder 
of Evolution the ‘rebellion’, i.e., the action of differen- 
tiating intellection or consciousness, seeking union with 
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Matter; and at the other, the lower end, the rebellion 
of Matter against Spirit, or of action against spiritual 
inertia.” “Creative powers in man were the gift of Divine 
Wisdom, not the result of sin. This is clearly instanced 
in the paradoxical behaviour of Jehovah, who first curses 
Adam and Eve, or Humanity, for the supposed crime 
committed, and then blesses his ‘chosen people’ by saying, 
‘Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth.’ 
Nor was the Curse of Karma called down upon them 
for seeking natural union,as all the mind-less animal 
world does in its proper seasons; but for abusing the 
creative power, for desecrating the divine gift, and wast- 
ing the life-essence for no purpose except bestial personal 
gratification. In the beginning, conception was as easy 
for woman as it was for all animal creation. Nature had 
never intended that woman should bring forth her young 
ones in ‘sorrow’. Since that period, however, during 
the evolution of the Fourth Race, there came enmity 
between its seed and the ‘Serpent’s’ seed, the seed or 
product of Karma and Divine Wisdom. For the seed 
of woman, or lust, bruised the head of the seed of the 
fruit of wisdom and knowledge , by turning the holy mystery 
of procreation into animal gratification; hence the 
Law of Karma ‘bruised the heel’ of the Atlantean Race, 
by gradually changing physiologically and morally, the 
whole nature of the Fourth Race, until, from being the 
healthy king of animal creation in the Third Race, man 
became in the Fifth, our Race, the wealthiest heir on the 
Globe to constitutional and hereditary diseases, the 
most consciously and intelligently bestial of all animals. 
This is the real Curse from the physiological standpoint. 
The intellectual evolution, in its progress hand-in-hand 
with the physical, has certainly been a curse instead of 
a blessing.” “The allegory of Adam being driven away 
from the Tree of Life means, esoterically, that the newly 
separated Race abused and dragged down the mystery 


Teachings of H. P. Blavatsky 97 


of Life into the region of animalism and bestiality.” 
“The Fall was the result of man’s knowledge, for his 
‘eyes were opened’. Indeed he was taught Wisdom and 
the Hidden Knowledge by the ‘Fallen Angel’, for the 
latter had become from that day his Manas, Mind and 
Self-consciousness. And now it stands proven that 
Satan, the ‘Lord of Phosphorus’—brimstone was a 
Theological improvement—and Lucifer, or ‘Light-Bearer’, 
is in us: it is our Mind, our Tempter and Redeemer, 
our intelligent Liberator and Saviour from pure animalism. 
Without this principle—the emanation of the very essence 
of the pure divine principle Mahat (Intelligence), which 
radiates direct from the Divine Mind—we should be 
surely no better than animals. The first man Adam 
was made only a living soul (Nephesh), the last Adam was 
made a quickening spirit—says Paul, his words referring 
to the building or creation of man. Without this quicken- 
ing spirit, or human mind or soul, there would be no 
difference between man and the beast; as there is none, 
in fact, between animals with respect to their actions. 
The tiger and the donkey, the hawk and the dove, are 
each one as pure and as innocent as the other, because 
irresponsible.” “The seven primeval Gods had all a 
dual state, one essential, the other accidental. In their 
essential state they were all the Builders or Fashioners, 
the Preservers and the Rulers of this World; and in the 
accidental state, clothing themselves in visible cor- 
poreality, they descended on the Earth and reigned on 
it as Kings and Instructors of the lower Hosts, who had 
incarnated once more upon it as men. Thus Esoteric 
Philosophy shows that man is truly the manifested 
deity in both its aspects—-good and evil, but Theology 
cannot admit this philosophical truth. Teaching as it 
does the dogma of the Fallen Angels in its dead-letter 
meaning, and having made of Satan the corner-stone 
and pillar of the dogma of redemption—to do so would 
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be suicidal. Having once shown the rebellious Angels 
distinct from God and the Logos in their personalities, 
to admit that the downfall of the Désobedient Spirits 
means simply their fall into generation and matter, 
would be equivalent to saying that God and Satan were 
identical.” “Yet such was the real philosophical view 
in antiquity of the now disfigured tenet . . . the 
Curse, in its philosophical meaning, of being incarnated 
on this Earth; an unavoidable rung in the Ladder of 
Cosmic Evolution, a highly philosophical and fitting 
Karmic Law, without which the presence of Evil on 
Earth would have to remain for ever a closed mystery. 
The cautious hints of Paul have all the true Esoteric 
meaning, and it took centuries of scholastic casuistry 
to give them the false colouring in their present inter- 
pretation. . . . It is easy to disfigure vague expressions 
written in dead and long-forgotten languages, and palm 
them off on the ignorant masses as truths and revealed 
facts.” “The Fallen Angels, in every ancient system, 
are made the prototypes of fallen men—allegorically, 
and those men themselves—Esoterically. In the latest 
religion of all, Christianity, all the combatants, Gods 
and Demons, Adversaries in both the camps, are now 
transformed into Dragons and Satans, simply in order 
to connect Evil personified with the Serpent of Genesis, 
and thus prove the new dogma.” 


; DIVINE OR INITIATE KINGS 


“PROFESSOR GEORGE RAWLINSON remarks: ‘The Primeval 
Savage is a familiar term in modern literature, but 
there is no evidence that the primeval savage ever existed. 
Rather all the evidence looks the other way.’ In his 
Origin of Nations, he rightly adds: ‘The mythical tradi- 
tions of almost all nations place at the beginning of 
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human history a time of happiness and perfection, a 
Golden Age which has no features of savagery or bar- 
barism, but many of civilization and refinement’.” 
“The division of the history of mankind into Golden, 
Silver, Copper, and Iron ages, is not a fiction. We see 
the same thing in the literature of peoples. An age of 
great inspiration is invariably followed by an age of 
criticism, The one affords material for the analysing 
and critical intellect of the other.” “Universal tradi- 
tion shows Primitive Man living for ages together with 
his Creators and first Instructors—the Elohim—in the 
World’s ‘Garden of Eden’, or ‘Delight’.” “It was 
the Golden Age in those days of old, the Age when 
the ‘Gods walked the Earth, and mixed freely with 
the mortals’. When it ceased, the Gods departed— 
i.e., became invisible—and later generations ended 
by worshipping their kingdoms—the Elements.” “It 
was under the direct, silent guidance of this Maha- 
Guru that all the other less divine Teachers and Instructors 
of Mankind became, from the first awakening of human 
consciousness, the guides of early Humanity. It is 
through these ‘Sons of God’ that infant Humanity 
learned its first notions of all the arts and sciences, as 
well as of spiritual knowledge; and it is They who laid 
the first foundation-stone of those ancient civilizations 
that so sorely puzzle our modern generation of students 
and scholars. Let those who doubt this statement 
explain, on any other equally reasonable grounds, the 
mystery of the extraordinary knowledge possessed by 
the ancients—who some pretend, developed from lower 
and animal-like savages , the ‘cave-men’ of the palaeolithic 
age.” “There have been several Divine Dynasties— 
a series for every Root-Race beginning with the Third, 
each series according and adapted to its Humanity. 
The last seven Dynasties referred to in the Egyptian 
and Chaldean records belonged to the Fifth Race, which, 
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though generally called Aryan, was not entirely so, as 
it was ever largely mixed up Weites races to which Ethnology 
gives other names. 


*« 


SYMBOLISM 


“IT has been repeatedly stated in this work that every 
religious and philosophical symbol had seven meanings 
attached to it, each pertaining to its legitimate plane 
of thought, either purely metaphysical or astronomical; 
psychic or physiological, etc.” 

“Now the writer has more than once heard surprise 
expressed that Isis Unveiled should contain so few of the 
doctrines now taught. This is quite erroneous. For the 
allusions to such teachings are plentiful, even if the 
teachings themselves were withheld. The time had not 
arrived then, as the hour has not struck even now, to 
say all.” “Speaking of the keys to the Zodiacal Mysteries 
as being almost lost to the world, it was remarked that: 
‘The said key must be turned seven times before the 
whole system is divulged. We will give it but one turn, 
and thereby allow the profane one glimpse into the 
mystery.’ The same may be said of the whole Esoteric 
System. One turn of the key, and no more, was given 
in Isis Unveiled. Much more is explained in these volumes. 
In those days the writer hardly knew the language in 
which the work was written, and the disclosure of many 
things, freely spoken about now, was forbidden. In 
Century the Twentieth, some disciple more informed, 
and far better fitted, may be sent by the Masters of 
Wisdom to give final and irrefutable proofs that there 
exists a Science called Gupta Vidya.” 


(a) THE ZODIAC 


“AmonG other Arts and Sciences, the ancients had those 
of Astronomy and Symbolism, which included the 
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knowledge of the Zodiac. As already explained, the whole 
of antiquity believed, with good reason, that Humanity 
and its races are all intimately connected with the 
Planets, and’these with the Zodiacal Signs. The whole 
world’s history is recorded in the latter. In the ancient 
temples of Egypt there is an example in the Dendera 
Zodiac; but except in an Arabic work, the property 
of a Sufi, the writer has never met with a correct copy 
of these marvellous records of the past—and also of the 
future—history of our Globe. Yet the original records 
exist, most undeniably. The assertion of the Egyptian 
Priests to Herodotus, that the terrestrial Pole and the 
Pole of the Ecliptic had formerly coincided, has been 
corroborated by Mackey, who states that the Poles are 
represented on the Zodiacs in both positions.” 


(b) THE MUNDANE EGG 


“THE ‘World-Egg’ is, perhaps, one of the most universally 
adopted symbols, highly suggestive as it is, equally in 
the spiritual, physiological, and cosmological sense. 
Therefore, it is found in every world-theogony, where 
it is largely associated with the serpent symbol, the 
latter being everywhere, in philosophy as in religious 
symbolism, an emblem of eternity, infinitude, regenera- 
tion, and rejuvenation, as well as of wisdom. The 
mystery of apparent self-generation and evolution through 
its own creative power, repeating in miniature, in the 
egg, the process of cosmic evolution—both due to heat 
and moisture under the efflux of the unseen creative 
spirit—fully justified the selection of this graphic symbol. 
The ‘Virgin Egg’ is the microcosmic symbol of the 
macrocosmic prototype, the ‘Virgin Mother’—-Chaos or 


the Primeval Deep. . . . It brings before the mind’s 
eye the pictureof Kosmos emerging from and in boundless=- 
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less Space. The symbol of au egg also expresses the 
fact taught in Occultism that the primordial form of 
everything manifested, from atom to globe, from man 
to angel, is spheroidal, the sphere being with all nations 
the emblem of eternity and infinity—a serpent swallowing 
its tail. It is the symbolical circle of Pascal and the 
Kabalists, ‘whose centre is everywhere and circum- 
ference nowhere’.” “The Secret Teaching explains the 
reason for this reverence by the symbolism of the pre- 
historic races. In the beginning, the ‘First Cause’ 
had no name. Later it was pictured in the fancy of the 
thinkers as an ever invisible, mysterious Bird that 
dropped an Egg into Chaos, which Egg became the 
Universe. Hence Brahma was called Kalahansa, the 
‘Swan in (Space and) Time’. Becoming the Swan of 
Eternity, Brahma, at the beginning of each Mahaman- 
vantara, lays a Golden Egg, which typifies the great 
Circle, itself a symbol for the Universe, and its spherical 
bodies . . . and the ovi-form shape of our Globe must 
have been known from the beginning of symbology, 
since it was so universally adopted. Ra is shown like 
Brahma gestating in the Egg of the Universe. Among 
the Greeks the Orphic Egg is described by Aristophanes, 
and was part of the Dionysaic and other Mysteries, 
during which the Mundane Egg was consecrated and its 
significance explained.” “It is owing to the Serpent 
being oviparous, that it became a symbol of Wisdom 
and an emblem of the Logoi, or the Self-Born.” “Then, 
again, it is Vishnu who emerges from within the Egg, 
with a Lotus in his hand; (and) the Egg was sacred to 
Isis; and therefore the priests of Egypt never ate eggs. 
The Chinese believe that their First Man was born from 
an Egg, which Tien dropped down from Heaven to 
Earth into the Waters.” “The Christians—especially 
the Greek and Latin Churches—have fully adopted the 
symbol, and see in it a commemoration of life eternal, 
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of salvation and of resurrection. This is found in, and 
corroborated by, the time-honoured custom of exchanging 
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‘Easter Eggs’. 


(c) THE CROSS AND CIRCLE 


“In the minds of the -ancient philosophers something 
of the divine and the mysterious has ever been ascribed 
to the shape of the circle. The old world, consistent 
in its symbolism and with its Pantheistic intuitions, 
represented Deity and its outward Veil alike—by a 
circle. According to the Esoteric Philosophy, this Deity, 
during its ‘Nights’ and its ‘Days’, or Cycles of Rest 
and Activity, is the ‘Eternal Perpetual Motion’, the 
“Ever-Becoming, as well as the ever universally Present, 
and the Ever-Existing’.” “In the Natural Genesis, Mr, 
Gerald Massey says, ‘the circle and cross are inseparable. 
. . . The Crux Ansata unites the circle and cross of 


the four corners . . . the Chakra, or Disk of Vishnu, 
is a circle. The name denotes the circling, wheeling 
round, periodicity, the wheel of time’.” “The Secret 


Doctrine teaches us that everything in the Universe, 
as well as the Universe itself, is formed during its periodi- 
cal manifestations—by accelerated Motion set into 
activity by the Breath of the Ever-to-be-unknown Power 
—unknown to present mankind, at any rate—within 
the phenomenal world. The Spirit of Life and Immor- 
tality was everywhere symbolized by a circie; hence 
the serpent biting its tail, represents the Circle of Wisdom 
in Infinity; as does the astronomical cross—the cross 
within a circle—and the globe, with two wings added 
to it, which then became the sacred Scarabaeus of the 
Egyptians, its very name being suggestive of the secret 
idea attached to it. For the Scarabaeus is called in the 
Egyptian papyri, Khopirron and Khopri from the verb 
H 
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Khopron, ‘to become’, and has thus been made a symbol 
and an emblem of human life and of the successive 
“becomings’ of man, through the various reincarnations, 
of the liberated soul.” “The Incorporeal Intelligences 
(the Planetary Spirits or Creative Powers) were always 
represented under the form of circles. In the primitive 
Philosophy of the Hierophants these invisible circles 
were the prototypic causes and builders of all the heavenly 
orbs, which were their visible bodies or coverings, and 
of which they were the souls.” “The Vision of the prophet 
Ezekiel reminds one forcibly of this mysticism of the 
circle, when he beheld a ‘whirlwind’ from which came 
out one wheel upon the earth whose work was as it were 
a wheel in the middle of a wheel—‘for the spirit of the 
living creature was in the wheels’.” “The Brahmanical 
‘Golden Egg’, from within which emerges Brahma, 
the Creative Deity, is the ‘Circle with the Central Point’ 
of Pythagoras, and its fitting symbol.” “The claim 
that the cross is purely a Christian symbol introduced 
after our era, is strange indeed, when we find Ezekiel 
- stamping the foreheads of the men of Judah who feared 
the Lord, with the Signum Thau, as it is translated in 
the Vulgate. Enough has been said about the Svastika 
and the Tau. Verily may the cross be traced back into 
the very depths of the unfathomable archaic ages. Its 
mystery deepens rather than clears, as we find it on the 
statues of Easter Island, in old Egypt, in Central Asia, 
engraved on the rocks as the Tau and Svastika, in Pre- 
Christian Scandinavia, everywhere.” “The original 
idea of the ‘man crucified’ in space certainly belongs 
to the ancient Hindus. Moor shows this in his Hindu 
Panthenon in the engraving that represents Vittoba. 
Plato adopted it in his decussated cross in space, the 
‘second God who impressed himself on the universe in 
the form ofa cross’. Later, it expanded into the beautiful 
idea adopted by, and represented in, the Mysteries, that 
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of regenerated man, the mortal, who, by crucifying the 
man of flesh and his passions on the Procrustean bed of 
torture, became reborn as an immortal.” 


(d) THE LOTUS 


“THERE are no ancient symbols, without a deep and 
philosophical meaning attached to them; their import- 
ance and significance increasing with their antiquity. 
Such is the-Lotus. It is the flower sacred to Nature and 
her Gods, and represents the Abstract and the Concrete 
Universes, standing as the emblem of the productive 
powers of both Spiritual and Physical Nature.” “Whether 
as the Lotus or water-lily, it signifies one and the same 
philosophical idea—namely, the Emanation of the 
Objective from the Subjective, Divine Ideation passing 
from the abstract into the concrete or visible form.” 
“The Lotus or Padma is a favourite symbol for the Cosmos 
itself, and also for man. The popular reasons given are, 
firstly , that the Lotus-seed contains within itself a perfect 
miniature of the future plant, which typifies the fact that 
the spiritual prototypes of all things exist in the immaterial 
world, before these things become materialized on earth. 
Secondly, the fact that the Lotus-plant grows up through 
the water, having its root in the mud, and spreading 
its flower in the air above. The root sunk in the mud 
represents material life, the stalk passing up through the 
water typifies existence in the astral world, and the 
flower floating on the water and opening to the sky is 
emblematical of spiritual being.” “It was held as sacred 
from the remotest antiquity by the Aryan Hindus, the 
Egyptians, and by the Buddhists after them. It was 
revered in China and Japan, and adopted as a Christian 
emblem by the Greek and Latin Churches. In the Christian 
religion, in every picture of the Annunciation, Gabriel, 


* 
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the Archangel, appears to the Virgin Mary, holding in 
his hand a spray of lilies. This spray, typifying Fire 
and Water, or the idea of creation and generation, 
symbolizes precisely the same idea as the Lotus, in the 
hand of the Bodhisattva who announces to Maha-Maya, 
Gautama’s mother, the birth of Buddha, the world’s 
saviour.” 


(e) THE VIRGIN 


“In the World of Being, the One Point fructifies the 
Line—the Virgin Matrix of Kosmos (the egg-shaped 
zero) —-and the immaculate Mother gives birth to the 
form that combines all forms. This gives the key-note 
to all the ‘Divine Sons’ from ‘Immaculate Mothers’. 
It is strongly corroborated by the significant fact that 
Anna, the name of the mother of the Virgin Mary, now 
represented by the Roman Catholic Church as having 
given birth to her daughter in an immaculate way (Mary 
conceived without sin), is derived from the Chaldean 
Ana, Heaven, or Astral Light, Anima Mundi; whence 
Anaita, Devi-Durga, the wife of Shiva, is also called 
Annapurna and Kanya, the Virgin; Uma-Kanya being 
her Esoteric name, and meaning the ‘Virgin of Light’, 
Astral Light in one of its aspects.” “We find the same 
expression in Egypt. The goddess Mout or Mut, is 
addressed as Our Lady, the ‘Queen of Heaven’ and of 
the Earth, thus sharing these titles with the other mother 
goddesses, Isis, Hathor, etc. (Maspero).” “The ‘Waters’ 
is another name of the Great Deep, the Primordial Waters 
ef Space, or Chaos, and also means ‘Mother’, Amba, 
meaning Aditi and Akasa, the Celestial Virgin Mother 
of the visible Universe.” “Venus Aphrodite is the per- 
sonified Sea, and the Mother of the God of Love, the 
generatrix of all the Gods as muc the Christian 
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Virgin Mary is Mare, the Sea, the mother of the Western 
God of Love, Mercy, and Charity.” 


(f) “M » 


“LETTERS, as well as numbers, were all mystic, whether 
in combination, or taken separately. The most sacred 
of all is the letter M. It is both feminine and masculine, 
or androgyne, and is made to symbolize Water, the 
Great Deep. It is a mystic letter in all languages, Eastern 
and Western, and stands as a glyph for the waves, thus 
AAA. In the Aryan Esotericism, as in the Semitic, 
(it) has always stood for the Waters. In Sanskrit, for 
instance, Makara, the tenth sign of the Zodiac, means 
a Crocodile, or rather an aquatic monster associated 
with Water. Maitreya is the secret name of the Fifth 
Buddha, and the Kalki Avatar of the Brahmans—the 
last Messiah who will come at the culmination of the 
Great Cycle. It is also the initial letter of the Greek 
Metis or Divine Wisdom; of Mimra, the Word, or 
Logos; and of Mithras, the Mihr, the Monad. All these 
are born in, and from, the Great Deep, and are the sons 
of Maya, the Mother. The most sacred names in India 
generally begin with this letter, from Mahat, the first 
manifested Intellect, and Mandara, the great mountain 
used by the Gods to churn the Ocean, down to Mandakini, 
the heavenly Ganga, Manu, etc., etc. Will this be 
called a coincidence? A strange one when we see even 
Moses (so-called by) Pharoah’s daughter because, she said, 
‘I drew him out of water’. This is why in Judaism and 
Christianity the Messiah is always connected with Water, 
Baptism, the Fishes, the sign of the Zodiac called Minam 
in Sanskrit. reminder of the ‘Three Maries’ at the 
Crucifixion, nd_ their connection with Mare, the Sea, 
or Water, may close these examples.” 
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“IT was the knowledge of the natural laws which make 
of seven the root nature-number, so to say, in the mani- 
fested world, or at any rate in our present terrestrial 
life-cycle, and the wonderful comprehension of its work- 
ings, that unveiled to the ancients so many of the mys- 
teries of Nature.” “It is not Shakespeare only who 
divided the ages (and Races) of man into a series of seven, 
but Nature herself.” “It is not the Jewish Bzble that 
brought number seven into prominence. Hesiod used 
the words, ‘the seventh is the sacred day’, before the 
Sabbath of ‘Moses’ was ever heard of. The use of number 
seven was never confined to any one nation. This is well 
testified by the seven vases in the Temple of the Sun, 
near the ruins of Babian in Upper Egypt; the seven 
fires burning before the altars of Mithra; the seven 
holy fanes of the Arabians; and all the interminable 
sevens which the Orientalists find in every MS. they 
discover.” “Pan was at one time Absolute Nature, 
the One and Great All; but when history catches a first 
glimpse of him, Pan has already tumbled down into a 
godling of the fields, while theology makes of him the 
Devil. Yet his seven-piped flute, the emblem of the 
seven forces of Nature, of the seven planets, the seven 
musical notes, of all the septenary harmony in short, 
shows well his primordial character.” “With the 
Egyptians number seven was the symbol of /ife eternal, 
says Ragon, and adds that this is why the Greek letter 
Z, which is but a double seven, is the initial letter of 
Zao, ‘I live’, and of Zeus, the ‘Father of all living’.” 
“Why, it is asked, should there be such a strange repeti- 
tion of the number seven in the anatomical structure 
of man? Why should the heart have four lower cavities 
and three higher divisions, answering so strangely to the 
septenary division of the human principles, separated 
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into two groups, the higher and the lower; and why 
should the same division be found in the various classes 
of Pitris. Why do the seven nervous plexuses of the 
body radiate seven rays? Why are there seven plexuses, 
and why seven distinct layers in the human skin?” 
“To demonstrate more clearly the seven in Nature, it 
may be added that not only does the number seven 
govern the periodicity of the phenomena of life, but 
that it is also found dominating the series of chemical 
elements, and equally paramount in the world of sound 
and in that of colour as revealed to us by the spectro- 
scope.” 


CONCLUSION 


“THE above is written only for the Western students 
of Occultism and Theosophy. The writer presumes to 
explain these things neither to the Hindus, who have 
their own Gurus; nor to the Orientalists, who think 
they know more than all the Gurus and Rishis, past 
and present, put together.” “We have concerned ourself 
with the ancient records of the nations, with the doctrine 
of chronological and psychic cycles, of which these 
records are the tangible proof; and with many other 
subjects, which may, at first sight, seem out of place 
in this volume. But they are necessary in truth. In 
dealing with the secret annals and traditions of so many 
nations, in giving out the beliefs and philosophy of 
more than prehistoric races, it is not quite as easy to 
deal with the subject-matter as it would be if only the 
philosophy and evolution of one special race were con- 
cerned. It is only by bringing before the reader an 
abundance of proofs all tending to show that in every 
age, under every condition of civilization and knowledge, 
the educated classes of every nation made themselves 
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the more or less faithful echoes of one identical system 
and its fundamental traditions—that he can be made to 
see that so many streams of the same water must have 
had a common source. Most important among several 
obstacles is that of chronology. Wedged in between 
theological chronology and that of the Geologists, backed 
by all the materialistic Anthropologists, who assign 
dates to man and Nature which fit in with their own 
theories alone—what can one who studies the Occult 
Doctrine do, but bravely present the Esoteric calcula- 
tions before the world? In treating of Cosmogony and then 
of the Anthropogenesis of mankind, it was necessary to 
show that no religion, from the very earliest, has ever 
been based entirely upon fiction, that none was the 
object of special revelation, and that it is dogma alone 
which has ever been killing primeval truth; finally, 
that no human-born doctrine, no creed, however sanctified 
by custom and antiquity, can compare in sacredness with 
the religion of Nature. Thus far have proceeded the 
rough outlines of thebeliefs and tenets of the archaic, 
earliest Races. But our explanations are by no means 
complete, nor do they pretend to give out the full text, 
or to have been read by the help of more than three or 
four keys out of the sevenfold bunch of Esoteric inter- 
pretation; and even this has only been partially accom- 
plished. The work is too gigantic for any one person 
to undertake, far more to accomplish. Our main con- 
cern has been simply to prepare the soil. This, we trust, 
has been done. These two volumes only constitute the 
work of a pioneer who has forced his way into the well- 
nigh impenetrable jungle of the virgin forests of the 
Land of the Occult. A commencement has been made 
in felling and uprooting the deadly upas trees of super- 
stition and prejudice, so that these two volumes should 
form for the student a fitting prelude for other works. 

Until the rubbish of the ages is cleared away from the 
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minds of the Theosophists to whom these pages are 
dedicated, it is impossible that the more practical teach- 
ings contained in the third volume should be under- 
stood. Consequently it entirely depends upon the reception 
with which Volumes I and II shall meet at the hands of 
Theosophists and Mystics, whether the last volume will 
ever be published. ” 


Satyat Nasti paro Dharmah. 
“There is no Religion Higher than Truth.” 


FOREWORD 


Many of the miscellaneous passages which form this 
fifth and last part are taken from what is known as the 
Third Volume of The Secret Doctrine, which was published 
after the death of Madame Blavatsky. In the Preface, 
Mrs. Besant says, “the papers given to me by H.P.B. 
were quite unarranged, and had no obvious order.” 
She further expresses the opinion that several sections 
were unfinished and that, “doubtless, had the author 
herself issued this book, she would have entirely rewritten 
the whole” of these unfinished portions. It is most 
unfortunate that the author was not able to correct the 
proofs and supervise the publication of this volume, 
but we shall agree with Mrs. Besant that it contains 
so many valuable teachings that students “will like to 
have what she said as she said it, even though they may 
have to study it more closely than would have been the 
case had she remained to finish her work”. 


ON ESOTERIC AND EXOTERIC TEACHINGS 


“MANKIND—the majority at any rate—hates to think 
for itself. It resents as an insult the humblest invitation 
to step for a moment outside the old well-beaten tracks, 
and, judging for itself, to enter into a new path in some 
fresh direction. This may, perhaps, account for the ease 
and extraordinary success enjoyed by the Roman 


Church in her conversions of nominal Protestants and 
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Free-thinkers, whose name is legion, but who have never 
gone to the trouble of thinking for themselves on these 
most important and tremendous problems of man’s 
inner nature.” “Every Occult truth has to pass through 
such denial aud its supporters through martyrdom, 
before it is finally accepted. Truths that rest on Occult 
mysteries will have, for one reader who may appreciate 
them, a thousand who will brand them as impostures. 
But this matters very little. The vindication of the 
Occultists and their Archaic Science is working itself 
slowly but steadily into the heart of Society, in the 
shape of two monster branches, two stray off-shoots 
of the trunk of Magic-—Spiritualism and the Roman 
Church. And, whether by phenomenon or miracle, by 
spirit-hook or bishop’s crook, Occultism must win the 
day—before the end of the twenty-first century ‘a.D.’. 
Truly the soil of the long bygone past is not dead, for 
it has only rested. It may any day vindicate its wisdom 
by proving that the Secret Brotherhood did not, indeed, 
die out with the Philalethians of the last Eclectic School, 
that the Gnosis flourishes still on earth, and (that) its 
votaries are many, albeit unknown. All this may be 
done by one or more of the great Masters visiting 
Europe, and exposing in their turn the alleged exposers 
and traducers of Magic.” 

“It is personal selfishness that develops and urges man 
on to abuse of his knowledge and power. Hence the 
necessity of gradually taking away from man the divine 
knowledge and power, which become with every new 
human cycle more dangerous as a double-edged weapon, 
whose evil side was ever threatening one’s neighbour, 
and whose power for good was lavished freely only upon 
self. Those few ‘Elect’ whose inner natures had remained 
unaffected by their outward physical growth, thus became 
in time the sole guardians of the mysteries revealed, 
passing the knowledge to those most fit to receive it, 
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and keeping it inaccessible to others. Reject this explana- 
tion from the Secret Teachings, and the very name of 
Religion will become synonymous with deception and 
fraud. Yet the Masses could not be allowed to remain 
without some sort of moral restraint. Man is ever-craving 
for a ‘beyond’ and cannot live without an ideal of some 
kind, as a beacon and a consolation. At the same time, 
no average man, even in our age of universal educa- 
tion, could be entrusted with truths too metaphysical, 
too subtle for his mind to comprehend, without the danger 
of an imminent reaction setting in, and faith in Gods 
and Saints making room for an unscientific blank 
Atheism.” “The day has come when the gross concep- 
‘tions of our forefathers during the Middle Ages can no 
longer satisfy the thoughtful religionist. The medieval 
Alchemist and Mystic are now transformed into the 
sceptical Chemist and Physicist; and most of them 
are found to have turned away from Truth, on account 
of the purely anthropomorphic ideas, the gross Material- 
ism, of the forms in which it is presented to them. 
Therefore, future generations have either to be gradually 
initiated into the truths underlying Exoteric Religions, 
including their own, or be left to break the feet of clay 
of the last of the gilded idols. But let them once learn 
for a certainty that there is hardly a claim in the Occult 
Sciences that is not founded on philosophical and scientific 
facts in Nature, and they will pursue the study of those 
Sciences with the same, if not with greater, ardour than 
that they have expended in shunning them. This cannot 
be achieved at once, for to benefit mankind such truths 
have to be revealed gradually and with great caution, 
the public mind not being prepared for them. Let, then, 
the world cling to its Gods. The true Occultist would 
be guilty of high treason to mankind were he to break 
for ever the old deities before he could replace them 
with the whole and unadulterated truth—and this he 
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cannot do as yet.” “Nevertheless the Secret Teachings 
of the Sanctuaries have not remained without witness; 
they have been made immortal in several ways. They 
have burst upon the world in hundreds of volumes full 
of the quaint , head-breaking phraseology of the Alchemist ; 
they have flashed like irrepressible cataracts of Occult 
mystic lore from the pens of poets and bards. Genius 
alone had certain privileges in those dark ages when no 
dreamer could offer the world even a fiction without 
suiting his Heaven and his earth to biblical text. How 
came Dante to imagine the many descriptions given in 
his Inferno—a new Johannine Apocalypse, a true Occult 
Revelation in verse—his visit and communion with the 
Souls of the Seven Spheres? In poetry and satire every 
Occult truth has been welcomed—none has been recognized 
as serious. Evidently civilized Society is still but half- 
prepared for the revelation. Hence, the Initiates will 
never give out the whole secret. until the bulk of man- 
kind has changed its actual nature and is better prepared 
for truth.” “There have been comparatively modern 
instances of poets unconsciously revealing in their verses 
so much of the hidden knowledge as to make even Initiates 
suppose them to be fellow Initiates, and even to talk 
to them on the subject. This only shows that the sensitive 
poetic temperament is sometimes so far transported 
beyond the bounds of ordinary sense as to get glimpses 
into what has been impressed on the Astral Light. In 
the Light of Asta there are two passages that might make 
an Initiate of the first degree think that Sir Edwin Arnold 
had been initiated in the Himalayan Ashvams, but this 
is not so.” 


THE PERSONAL GOD 


“FEw are the strong minds fitted for the practical 
teachings of Occult Science. As to ecstasy, and such-like 
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kinds of self-illumination, this may be obtained by one- 
self and without any teacher or initiation, for ecstasy 
is reached by an inward command and control of Self 
over the physical Ego; as to obtaining mastery over the 
forces of Nature, this requires a long training, or the 
capacity of one born a ‘natural Magician’. Meanwhile, 
those who possess neither of the requisite qualifications 
are strongly advised to limit themselves to purely spiritual 
development. But even this is difficult, as the first 
necessary qualification is an unshakeable belief in one’s 
own powers and the Deity within oneself; otherwise 
aman would simply develop into an irresponsible medium. 
Throughout the whole mystic literature of the ancient 
world we detect the\same idea of spiritual Esotericism, 
that the personal God exists within, nowhere outside, 
the worshipper. That personal Deity is no vain breath, 
or a fiction, but an immortal Entity, the Initiator of the 
Initiates, now that the Heavenly or Celestial Initiators 
of primitive humanity are no more among us. We cannot 
attain Adeptship and Nirvana, Bliss and the ‘Kingdom 
of Heaven’, unless we link ourselves indissolubly with 
our Rex Lux, the Lord of Splendour and of Light, our 
immortal God within us. ‘I am verily the Supreme 
Brahman’ has ever been the one living truth in the 
heart and mind of the Adepts, and it is this which helps 
the Mystic to become one. One must first of all recognize 
one’s own immortal Principle, and then only can one 
conquer, or take the Kingdom of Heaven by violence.” 
“In its generally accepted meaning ‘Theophania’ is 
communication between the Gods (or God) and those 
initiated mortals who are spiritually fit to enjoy such 
intercourse. Esoterically, however, it signifies more 
than this. For it is not only the presence of a God, but 
an actual—howbeit temporary—incarnation, the blend- 
ing, so to say, of the personal Deity, the Higher Self, 
with man—its representative or agent on earth. As a 
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» 


= 


120 Teachings of H. P. Blavatsky 


general law, the Highest God, the Over-soul of the human 
being (Atma-Buddhi), only overshadows the individual 
during his life, for purposes of instruction and revela- 
tion; or as Roman Catholics—who erroneously call that 
Over-soul the ‘Guardian Angel’—would say, ‘It stands 
outside and watches’.” “The compound word, ‘Theo- 
phania’, does not simply mean a ‘manifestation of God 
to man by actual appearance’, but the actual presence of 
a God in man, a divine incarnation.” “Occultism, or 
Theurgy, teaches the means of producing such union. 
But it is the actions of man—his personal merit alone— 
that can produce it on earth, or determine its duration. 
This lasts from a few seconds—a flash—to several hours, 
during which time the Theurgist or Theophanist is that 
overshadowing‘ God’ himself; hence he becomes endowed, 
for the time being, with relative omniscience and omni- 


-potence.” “The personal God is not the Monad, but 


indeed the prototype of the latter, what for want of a 
better term we call the Manifested Karanatma (Casual 
Soul), one of the ‘seven’ and chiefreservoirs of the human 
Monads or Egos.” “Thus every mortal has his immortal 
counterpart, or rather his Archetype, in Heaven. This 
means that the former is united to the latter, in each of 
his incarnations, and for the duration of the cycle of 
births.” 


MAN KNOW THYSELF 


“THE Delphic command ‘Know thyself’ was perfectly 
comprehensible to every nation of old. To understand 
its full meaning, however, necessitates, first of all, 
belief in Reincarnation and its mysteries. Man must, 
in short, know who he was, before he arrives at knowing 
what he is. And how many are there among Europeans 
who are capable of developing within themselves an 
absolute belief in their past and future reincarnations 
in general, even as a law, let alone mystic knowledge 
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of one’s immediately precedent life? Early education, 
tradition, and training of thought, everything is opposing 
itself during their whole lives to such a belief. Cultured 
people have been brought up in that most pernicious 
idea that the wide difference found between the units 
of one and the same mankind, or even race, is the result 
of chance; that the gulf between man and man in their 
respective social positions, birth, intellect, physical 
and mental capacities—every one of which qualifications 
has a direct influence on every human life—that all 
this is simply due to blind hazard, only the most pious 
among them finding equivocal consolation in the idea 
that it is ‘the Will of God’. They have never analysed, 
never stopped to think of the depth of the opprobrium 
that is thrown upon their God, once the grand and most 
equitable law of the manifold re-births of man upon 
this earth is foolishly rejected.” “The most suggestive 
of Christ’s parables and ‘dark sayings’ is found in the 
explanation given by him to his (disciples) about the 
blind man: Master, who did sin, this man or his parents, 
that he was born blind? Jesus answered, ‘neither hath this 
(blind physical) man sinned nor his parents; but that the 
works of (his) God should be made manifest in him.’ Man 
is the ‘tabernacle’, the ‘building’ only, of his God; 
and, of course, it is not the temple but its inmate that 
had sinned in a previous incarnation, and had thus 
brought the Karma of cecity upon the new building. 
The Saviour is shown by his followers as though he were 
paving, by his words and explanations, the way to a 
preconceived programme that had to lead to an intended 
miracle.” 


FACTS UNDERLYING ADEPT BIOGRAPHIES 


“THE tree is known by its fruits; the nature of the 
Adept by his words and deeds. This ‘mystery’, for mystery 
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indeed it is to those who, not being Initiates, fail to 
find the key of the perfect similitude between the lives 
of Pythagoras, Buddha, Apollonius, etce.—is only a 
natural result for those who know that all these great 
characters were Initiates of the same School. For them 
there is neither ‘travesty’ nor ‘copy’ of one from the 
other; for them they are all ‘originals’, only painted 
to represent one and the same subject: the mystic, 
and at the same time the public, life of the Initiates 
sent into the world to save portions of humanity, if they 
could not save the whole. Hence, the same programme 
for all. The assumed ‘immaculate origin’ for each, 
referring to their ‘mystic birth’ during the mystery of 
Initiation, and accepted literally by the multitudes, 
encouraged in this by the better informed but ambitious 
clergy. Thus, the mother of each one of them was declared 
a virgin; and the Sons, in consequence, were the ‘Sons 
of God’, though, in truth, none of them was any more 
entitled to such recognition than were the rest of his 
brother Initiates, for they were all—so far as their mystic 
lives were concerned—only ‘the epitomizers of thehistory 
of the same Sun’, which epitome is another mystery 
within the mystery. The biographies of the external 
personalities bearing the names of such heroes have 
nothing to do with, and are quite independent of, their 
public and, parallel therewith, of their inner lives, in 
their characters as Neophytes and Initiates. Hence the 
manifest sameness of the means of construction of their 
respective biographies. From the beginning of Humanity 
the Cross, or Man, with his arms stretched out horizon- 
tally, typifying his Kosmic origin, was connected with 
his psychic nature and with the struggles which lead 
to Initiation. But if it is once shown that (a) every 
——~true Adept had, and still has, to pass through the seven 
and the twelve trials of Initiation, symbolized by the 
labours of Hercules; (b) that the day of his real birth 
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is regarded as that day when he is born into the world 
spiritually, his very age being counted from the hour 
of his second birth, which makes of him a ‘twice born’, 
on which day he is indeed born of a God and from an 
immaculate mother; and (c) that the trials of all these 
personages are made to correspond with the Esoteric 
significance of Initiatory rites—all of which correspond 
to the twelve Zodiacal signs—then every one will see the 
meaning of the travels of all those heroes through the 
signs of the Sun in Heaven; and that they are in each 
individual case a personification of the ‘sufferings, 
triumphs, and miracles’ of an Adept, before and after 
his Initiation. When to the world at large all this is 
explained, then also the mystery of all those lives, so 
closely resembling each other that the history of one 
seems to be the history of the other, and vice versa, will, 
like everything else, become plain. The chief features 
of such lives will all be found there in common. Each 
is represented as a divinely begotten Soter (Saviour), 
a title bestowed on deities, great kings, and heroes, 
every one of them is searched for, and threatened with 
death (yet never killed) by an opposing power (the world 
of Matter and Illusion), whether it be called a king 
Kansa, Herod, or Mara (the Evil Power). They are all 
tempted, persecuted, and finally said to have been 
murdered at the end of the rite of Initiation, i.e., in 
their physical personalities, of which they are supposed 
to have been rid for ever after spiritual ‘resurrection’ 
or ‘birth’. And having thus come to an end by this 
supposed violent death, they all descend to the Nether 
World, the Pit or Hell—the Kingdom of Temptation, 
Lust, and Matter, therefore of Darkness, whence return- 
ing, having overcome the ‘Chrest-condition’, they are 
glorified and become ‘Gods’.” “Thus the compilers of 
the mystical epithets given to the Christian Saviour, were 
all more or less acquainted with the sign significance 
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of the Zodiacal signs; and it is easier to suppose 
that they should have arranged their claims so as to 
match the mystic signs, than that the latter should have 
shone as a prophecy for one portion of Humanity, for 
millions of years, taking no heed of the numberless 
generations that had gone before, and those to be born 
hereafter. The Sidereal prophecies of the Zodiac, as 
they are called by Christian Mystics, never point to 
any one particular event, however solemn and sacred 
it may be for some one portion of Humanity, but to ever- 
recurrent, periodical laws in Nature, understood only 
by the Initiates of the Sidereal Gods themselves. Why 
see in Pisces a direct reference to Christ—one of the 
several world-reformers, a Saviour for his direct followers, 
but only a great and glorious Initiate for all the rest— 
when that constellation shines as a symbol of all the past, 
present, and future Spiritual Saviours, who dispense 
light and dispel mental darkness?” “All this is allegori- 
cal and mystical, and yet perfectly plain to any student 
of Eastern Occultism. In our objective Universe of 
Matter and false appearances the Sun is the most fitting 
emblem of the life-giving, beneficent Deity. Was 
Jesus as ‘Son of God’ and ‘Saviour’ of Mankind, unique 
in the World’s annals? Was His case—among so many 
similar claims—the only exceptional and unprecedented 
one; and were all others, as maintained by the Church, 
but blasphemous Satanic copies and plagiarisms by anti- 
cipation? Or was He only a pre-eminently holy man, 
and a reformer, one of many, who paid with His life for 
the presumption of endeavouring in the face of ignorance 
and despotic power, to enlighten mankind and make its 
burden lighter by His Ethics and Philosophy? The 
first necessitates a blind, all-resisting faith; the latter is 
suggested to everyone by reason and logic. Moreover, 
has the Church always believed as she does now, or has 
she passed through the same throes of doubt, suppressed 
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only by the force of ambition and love of power? Truly 
the propositions offered on this point of the doctrine have 
caused floods of ink and blood to be shed on poor Humanity, 
and still the doubts are not at rest. In this, as in every- 
thing else, the wise Church Councils have contradicted 
themselves and changed their minds a number of times. 
Follow one after another the debates and decisions of the 
Councils, and behold on what a jumble of contradictions 
the present infallible and Apostolic Church is built.” 
“Which, then,of the two—the Clergy,or the Occultists— 
are the more dangerous? Is it those who would impose upon 
the world’s acceptance a Saviour of their own fashioning; 
or those who say: Jesus of Nazareth was an Initiate, a 
holy, grand and noble character, but withal human, 
though truly a ‘Son of God’?” “In 1877, the writer, 
quoting the authority and opinions of some most eminent 
scholars, ventured to assert that there was a great dif- 
ference between the terms Chrestos and Christos. Also, 
that while Christos means ‘to live’ and ‘to be born into a 
new life’, Chrestos, in Initiation phraseology, signified 
the death of the lower or personal nature in man; and 
finally , there were Chrestians long before the era of Chris- 
tianity.” “If Humanity is to accept a so-called super- 
natural religion, how far more logical seems the trans- 
parent allegory given of Jesus by the Gnostics. Christos, 
the perfect, uniting himself with Sophia (divine wisdom) 
descended and entered into the man Jesus at the moment 
of His baptism in the Jordan. From this time forth 
Jesus began to work miracles. When Jesus was on the 
Cross, Christos and Sophia left His body, and returned to 
their own sphere.” “Does all this take anything away 
from the dignity of Christ as an ideal, or of Jesus as a 
divine man? If we place Him among a long series of 
‘Sons of God’, every man may then be left to choose for 
himself, among those many ideals, which he will choose 
as a God to call to his help, and worship on earth as in 
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Heaven.” “The false rendering of a number of parables 
and sayings of Jesus is not to be wondered at in the least. 
From Orpheus, the first initiated Adept of whom history 
catches a glimpse in the mists of the pre-Christian era, 
down through Pythagoras, Confucius, Buddha, Jesus, 
Apollonius of Tyana to Ammonius Saccas, no Teacher 
or Initiate has ever committed anything to writing for 
public use. Eachand all of them have invariably recom- 
mended silence and secrecy on certain facts and deeds. 
The Apostles had to preserve silence, so that the left hand 
should not know what the right hand did; in plainer words, 
that the dangerous proficients in the Left Hand Science 
(Black Magic)—the terrible enemies of the Right Hand 
Adepts, especially before their supreme Initiation—should 
not profit by the publicitysoas to harm both the healer 
and the patient. And if the above is maintained to be 
simply an assumption, then what may be the meaning 
of theseawful words: Unto you it is given to know the mystery 
of the Kingdom of God; but unto them that are without all 
these things are done in parables; that seeing they may see 
and not perceive . . . lest at any time they should be con- 
verted and their sins should be forgiven them. Unless 
interpreted in the sense of the law of Silence and Karma, 
the utter selfishness and uncharitable spirit of this remark 
are but too evident. These words are directly connected 
with the terrible dogma of predestination. Will the good 
and intelligent Christian cast such a slur of cruel selfish- 
ness on his Saviour?” “The work of propagating such 
truths in parables was left to the disciples of the high 
Initiates. It was their duty to follow the keynote of 
the Secret Teaching without revealing its mysteries. 
Pythagoras divided his classes into hearers of exoteric 
and esoteric lectures. One of the most powerful reasons 
for the necessity of strict secrecy is given by Jesus Himself, 
if one may credit Matthew. For there the Master is made 
to say plainly: Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, 


Teachings of H. P. Blavatsky 127 


neither cast ye your pearls before swine; lest they trample 
them under their feet and turn again and rend you. Pro- 
foundly true and wise words. Many are there in our own 
age, and even among us, who have been forcibly reminded 
of them—often when too late.” “Every revealer of 
mysteries has had to become a Chrestos, a ‘man of sorrow’ 
andamartyr. Where do we find in history that Messenger, 
grand or humble, an Initiate or a Neophyte, who, when 
he was made the bearer of some hitherto concealed truth 
or truths, was not crucified and rent to shreds by the ‘dogs’ 
of envy, malice, and ignorance? Such is the terrible 
Occult law ; and he who does not feel in himself the heart 
of a lion to scorn the savage barking, and the soul of a dove 
to forgive the poor ignorant fools, let him give up the 
Sacred Science. To succeed, theOccultist must be fear- 
less ; he has to brave dangers, dishonour, and death, to be 
forgiving, and to be silent on that which cannot be given.” 


NEW WINE IN OLD BOTTLES 


“THE Marquis de Mirville makes desperate efforts to 
explain in the Catholic interest certain remarkable dis- 
coveries in Archzology and Paleography, (etc). Christian 
symbols, and even characters, he tells (the Academy 
of France), were all personated centuries beforehand by 
the fiends of hell, in order to discredit eternal truths by 
their ungodly copies. By their knowledge of futurity 
the devils anticipated events, having ‘discovered the 
secret of the Angels’. Heathen Deities, all the Sun- 
Gods named Soter—Saviour—born of immaculate mothers 
and dying a violent death, were only the demon ante- 
dated copies of the Messiah to come. The danger of 
recognition of such facsimiles had indeed lately become 
dangerously great. It had lingered threateningly in the air, 
hanging like a sword of Damocles over the Church, since 
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the days of Voltaire, and other writers on similar lines. 
Hence the appearance of Protestant and Roman Catholic 
writers deputed to explain the inexplicable ; to reconcile the 
fact of Divine Revelation with the mystery that the divine 
personages, rites, dogmas, and symbols of Christianity 
were so often identical with those of the several great 
heathen religions.” “‘The Church Fathers,’ says de 
Mirville, ‘recognized their own property under all such 
sheeps’ clothing .. . meditating upon the words “all that 
come before me are robbers” (John x. 8)’. With-such 
a policy everything is made easy. The above quoted 
cruel words placed by John in the mouth of Him who was 
meekness and charity personified, could never have been 
pronounced by Jesus. The Occultists reject the imputa- 
tion, by showing whence come the words plagiarized by 
the author of the Fourth Gospel. They are taken bodily 
from the ‘Prophecies’ in the Book of Enoch (translated by) 
the learned Biblical scholar, Archbishop Laurence. 
On the last page of the Introduction to the Book of Enoch 
is found the following passage: The parable of the sheep 
rescued by the good shepherd from hireling guardians and 
ferocious wolves, is obviously borrowed by the fourth evan- 
gelist from Enoch LXXXIX.” “lf Jesus pronounced the 
words in the sense attributed to Him, then He must have 
read the Book of Enoch—a purely Kabalistic Occult 
work, and He therefore recognized the worth and value of 
a treatise now declared apocryphal by His Churches. 
And if He had not read it, and the sentence belongs to 
John, or whoever wrote the Fourth Gospel, then what 
reliance can be placed on the authenticity of other sayings 
attributed to the Christian Saviour? To those of our 
Brothers who (say) that their own ‘Book of God’ is ‘an 
open volume’ for all ‘to read, understand, and be saved’, 
we would reply by asking them to study what we have just 
said. There are very few in our days who are still pre- 
pared to assure their readers that the Bible had God for 
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tts author, Salvation for its end, and Truth without any 
mixture of error for its matter. The Bible sadly needs an 
interpreter acquainted with the doctrines of the East. 
It is a grand volume, a masterpiece composed of clever, 
ingenious fables containing great verities; but it reveals 
the latter only to those who, like the Initiates, have a 
key to its inner meaning.” “Those who labour under 
the impression that the Occultists reject the Bible, in its 
original text and meaning, are wrong. Occultists only 
reject the one-sided interpretations and the human ele- 
ment in the Bible, which is an Occult, and therefore a 
sacred volume.” “The Occultists, however, claim that, 
one-sided and prejudiced as they may be, the apocryphal 
Gospels contain far more historically true events and facts 
than does the New Testament, the Acts included. The 
former are crude traditions, the latter (the official Gospels) 
are an elaborately made up legend.” “In view of the 
great resemblance between many of the fundamental 
‘truths’ of Christianity and the ‘myths’ of Brahmanism, 
there have been serious attempts made lately to prove 
that the Bhagavad Gita and most of the Brahmanas and 
the Puranas are of a far later date than the Mosaic books 
and even than the Gospels. But were it possible that 
an enforced success should be obtained in this direction, 
such argument cannot achieve its object, since the Rig 
Veda remains. Brought down to the most modern limits 
of the age assigned to it, its date cannot be made to over- 
lap that of the Pentateuch, which is admittedly later, 
The Orientalists know well that they cannot make away 
with the landmarks, followed by all subsequent religions ; 
set up in that ‘Bible of Humanity’ called the Rig Veda. 
It is there that at the very dawn of intellectual humanity 
were laid the foundation-stones of all the faiths and 
creeds, of every fane and church built from first to last.” 
“If the presence of Esotericism in the Sacred Scriptures 
of the West only now begins to be suspected, after nearly 
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two thousand years of blind faith in their verbatim wisdom , 
the same may well be granted as to the Sacred Books of the 
East. Therefore neither the Indian nor the Buddhist 
System can be understood without a key, nor can the 
study of comparative Religion become a ‘Science’ until the 
symbols of every religion yield up their final secrets.” 
“What Orientalist can say with any degree of assurance 
that he has understood the religions of old? The meta- 
physical language of the priests has never,been more than 
superficially revealed, and the hieroglyphics have been very 
poorly mastered to this day.” _ “Upon reading (Egyptian 
papyri referring to Magic) an Orientalist is pretty sure to 
fling it aside in disgust , attributing the whole affair to the 
crass superstition of the ancients. Truly phenomenal 
and inexplicable must have been the dullness and the 
credulity of that otherwise highly civilized nation if it 
could carry on for thousands of years, such a system of 
mutual deception. A system whereby the people were 
deceived by the priests, the priests by their King-Hiero- 
phants, and the latter themselves were cheated by the 
ghosts, which were, in their turn, the fruits of hallucina- 
tion. The whole of antiquity were hysterical, we are 
told. Lifeand death were guided by, and were under the 
sway of, sacred ‘conjuring’.” “The Indian Yogi who, 
in an exotevic work, is invited to drink a certain intoxica- 
ting liquor till he loses his senses, was also regarded as a 
drunkard representing his sect and class, until it was 
found that the Esoteric sense of that ‘spirit’ was quite 
different, that it meant divine Light, and stood for the 
ambrosia of Secret Wisdom. The symbols of the dove 
and the lamb which abound now in Eastern and Western 
Christian Churches may also be exhumed long ages hence, 
and speculated upon as objects of present-day worship. 
And then (someone) may write as follows: ‘The ignorant 
and superstitious Gnostics and Agnostics of the sects of 
Pope and Calvin adored a pigeon and a sheep’. The Gods 
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of one race will always be degraded into devils by the 
next one.” “One day the profane Hindu and Buddhist 
may begin to pick the Bible to pieces, taking it literally. 
Education is fast spreading in Asia, and already there 
have been made some attempts in this direction, so that 
the tables may then be cruelly turned on the Christians. 
Whatever conclusions the two may arrive at, they 
will never be half as:absurd and unjust as some of the 
theories launched by Christians against their respective 
philosophies. ” ‘ 


THE PENTATEUCH 


“MOsES was an initiated priest, versed in all the mysteries 
and the Occult knowledge of the Egyptian temples—hence 
thoroughly acquainted with primitive Wisdom: It is 
in the latter that the symbolical and astronomical mean- 
ing of that ‘Mystery of Mysteries’, the Great Pyramid, has 
to be sought. And having been so familiar with the 
geometrical secrets that lay concealed _for long #ons in 
her strong bosom—the measurements and proportions of 
the Kosmos, our little Earth included—what wonder 
that he should have made use of his knowledge? The 
Esotericism of Egypt was that of the whole world at one 
time. There was a time also when the Wisdom-Religion 
was not symbolical, for it became Esoteric only gradually, 
the change being necessitated by misuse and by the 
Sorcery of the Atlanteans.” “Moses utilized his know- 
ledge of the cosmogonical mysteries of the Pyramid, to 
build upon it the Genesiacal Cosmogony in symbols and 
glyphs. He invented nothing but the outward garb, 
added not one iota; but in this he merely followed the 
example of older nations and Initiates. If he clothed 
the grand truths revealed to him by his Hierophant under 
the most ingenious imagery, he did it to meet the require- 
ments of the Israelites; that stiff-necked race would 
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accept of no God unless He were as anthropomorphic as 
those of the Olympus; and he himself failed to foresee the 
times when highly educated statesmen would be defend- 
ing the husks of the fruit of Wisdom that developed in him 
on Mount Sinai, when communing with his own personal 
God—his divine Self. Moses ‘put a veil upon his face’ 
when he descended from Sinai, and he ‘put a veil’ upon 
the face of his Pentateuch.” “If Moses knew the universal 
language of the Initiates, as did every Egyptian priest, 
and was thus acquainted with the numerical system on 
which it was based, he may have—and we say he has— 
written Genesis and other ‘scrolls’. The five books that 
now pass current under his name, the Pentateuch, are not 
withal the original Mosaic Records. Nor were they written 
in the old Hebrew square letters, nor even in the Samaritan 
characters, for both alphabets belong to a date later than 
that of Moses, and Hebrew—as it is now known—did not 
exist in the days of the great law-giver, either as a language 
or as an alphabet.” 


THE MYSTERIES 


“THE Mysteries were imparted to the elect of the 
Fourth Root-Race when the average Atlantean had begun 
to fall too deeply into sin to be trusted with the secrets of 

Nature. Their establishment is attributed in the Secret — 
Works to the King-Initiates of the divine dynasties. 
There were no Mysteries in the beginning, we are taught. 
Knowledge was common property throughout the Golden 
Age (Satya Yuga). But when mankind, rapidly increas- 
ing in numbers, increased also in variety of idiosyncrasies 
of body and mind, then incarnated Spirit showed its 
weakness. Natural exaggerations, and along with these 
superstitions, arose in the less cultured and healthy minds. 
Selfishness was born out of desires and passions hitherto 
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unknown, and but too often knowledge and power were 
‘abused, until finally it became necessary to limit the num- 
ber of those who knew. Thus arose Initiation. Every 
separate nation now arranged for itself a religious system, 
according to its enlightenment and spiritual wants. Wor- 
ship of mere form being discarded by the wise men, these 
confined true knowledge to the very few.” “The need 
of veiling Truth to protect it from desecration becoming 
more apparent with every generation, a thin veil was 
used at first, which had to be gradually thickened, and 
this led to the Mysteries. They came to be established 
in every country and among every people, while to avoid 
strife and misunderstanding, exoteric beliefs were allowed 
to grow up in the minds of the profane masses. Logical 
and scientific observation of the phenomena in Nature, 
which alone leads man to the knowledge of eternal truths, 
does not lie within the province of the masses. While 
the One and Universal Cause has to remain for ever in 
abscondito, its manifold action may be traced through 
the effects in Nature. The latter alone being comprehen- 
sible to average mankind, the Powers causing those 
effects were allowed to grow in the imagination of the 
populace. Ages later in the Fifth Race, some unscrupu- 
lous priests began to take advantage of the too-easy 
beliefs of the people, and finally raised those secondary 
powers to the rank of God and Gods. The Mysteries had 
their weak points and their defects, as every institution 
welded with the human element musthave. Yet Voltaire 
has characterized their benefits in a few words: In the 
chaos of popular superstitions there existed an institution 
which has ever prevented man from falling into absolute 
brutality; it was that of the Mysteries.” “The Initiates 
were ‘priests’ we may be told. But as Laurens observes: 
the priests of Egypt were not, strictly speaking, ministers 
of religion. In the language of antiquity, and especially 
in the sense of the initiation of the priests of ancient 
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Egypt, the word ‘priest’ is synonymous with that of 
‘philosopher’. The Egyptian Priests, like the Brahmans 
of old, held the reins of the governing powers, a system 
that descended to them by direct inheritance from the 
Initiates of the great Atlantis. The pure cult of Nature 
in the earliest patriarchial days—the word ‘patriarch’ 
applying in its original sense to the Progenitors of the human 
race, the Fathers—became the heirloom of those alone who 
could discern the noumenon beneath the phenomenon. 
Later, the Initiates transmitted their knowledge to the 
human kings, as their divine Masters had passed it to their 
forefathers. No Initiate was one if he could not heal— 
aye, recall to life from apparent death (coma) those who, 
too long neglected, would have indeed died during their 
lethargy. Had they failed to raise those who were to all 
intents and purposes the dead, none of their names would 
have passed down to posterity; for this was the first and 
crucial test, the certain sign that the Adept had upon him 
the invisible hand of a Master, or was an incarnation of 
one of the ‘Gods’. The later royal privilege descended 
to our Fifth Race kings through the kings of Egypt. The 
latter were all initiated into the mysteries of medicine, 
and they healed the sick, even when they were unable to 
become full Hierophants. They were assisted by the 
Hierophants of the Temples, when they themselves were 
ignorant of Occult curative Science. From that time 
onward history has recorded cases of the same privilege 
conferred on the emperors and kings ofalmost every nation.” 
“The Mysteries preceded the hieroglyphics. They gave 
birth to the latter, as permanent records were needed to 
preserve their traditions. The noble precepts taught by 
the Initiates of the early races passed to India, Egypt, and 
Greece, to China and Chaldea, and thus spread all over 
the world. All that is good, noble, and grand in human 
nature, every divine faculty and aspiration, were cultured 
by the Priest-Philosophers who sought to develop them 
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in their Initiates. Their code of ethics, based on altru- 
ism, has become universal. It is found in Confucius, 
the ‘atheist’, who taught that ‘he who loves not his brother 
has no virtue in him’, and in the Old Testament precept, 
‘thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself’.” “Said 
Clemens Alexandrinus, referring to the Mysteries: Here 
ends all teaching. One sces Nature and all things.” “Excesses 
of power, abuse of knowledge and personal ambition very 
often led selfish and unscrupulous Initiates to black 
Magic; and it was black Magic that led finally to the abo- 
lition of the Mysteries, and not Christianity, as is often 
erroneously thought.” “As far back as in the days of 
Aristotle, the great Mysteries had already lost their 
primitive grandeur and solemnity, and they had to a 
- great degree degenerated into mere priestly speculations 
and had become religious shams. Withal, primal reve- 
lations given to Mankind have not died with the Mys- 
teries ; they are still preserved as heirlooms for future and 
more spiritual generations.” “Of the true Mysteries, 
the real Initiations, nothing of course can be said in pub- 
lic; they can only be known to those who are able to 
experience them. But a few hints can be given of the 
great ceremonial Mysteries of Antiquity, which stood 
to the public as the real Mysteries, and into which candi- 
dates were initiated with much ceremony and display of 
Occult Arts. Behind these, in silence and darkness, 
were the true Mysteries, as they have always existed and 
continue to exist. In Egypt, the entranced neophyte 
was placed in an empty sarcophagus in the Pyramid, where 
the initiatory rites, took place. . . . Upon returning 
the successful candidate received the Word with or without 
the ‘heart’s blood’ of the Hierophant. Only the Hiero- 
phant was never killed, unless the Initiator had chosen 
the Initiate for his successor and had decided to pass to 
him the last and supreme Word, after which he had todie 
—only one man in a nation having the right to know that 
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word. Many are those grand Initiates who have thus 
passed out of the world’s sight, disappearing as mysteri- 
ously as Moses from the top of Mount Pisgah (Nebo, 
oracular wisdom), after he had laid his hands upon Joshua, 
who thus became ‘full of the spirit of wisdom’, i.e., 
initiated. But he died, he was not killed. For killing, 
if really done, would belong to black, not to divine, Magic. 
It is the transmission of light, rather than a transfer of 
life, of life spiritual and divine, and it is the shedding of 
Wisdom, not of blood. But the uninitiated inventors 
of theological Christianity took the allegorical language 
a la lettye; and instituted a dogma, the crude misunder- 
stood expression of which repels the spiritual ‘heathen’.” 
“From an ancient papyrus—Glory to thee O Sun, divine 
child. The Church has now seized upon these terms and 
sees presentiments of the coming Christ in these expres- 
sions in the initiatory rites. They were applied to every 
worthy Initiate. If they are now found in the laudatory 
hymns and prayers of Christian Churches, it is simply 
because they have been unblushingly appropriated by the 
Latin Christians. Christianity has undeniably had her 
great Seers and Prophets, but their claims are not strength- 
ened by denying their predecessors,” “No one can seri- 
ously’study ancient philosophies without perceiving that 
the striking similitude of conception in all of them, in 
their exoteric form very frequently, and in their hidden 
spirit invariably, is the result of no mere coincidence, 
but of a concurrent design; and that, during the youth 
of Mankind, there was but one language, one knowledge, 
one universal religion, when there were no churches, no 
creeds or sects, but when every man was a priest unto 
himself.” 

“All that is grand and noble in Christian theology 
comes from Neo-Platonism. Ammonius Saccas, the God- 
taught, and the lover of truth, in establishing his School, 
made a direct attempt to benefit the world by teaching 
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those portions of the Secret Science that were permitted 
by its direct guardians to be revealed in those days. The 
modern movement of our own Theosophical Society was » 
begun on the same principles; for the Neo-Platonic 
school of Ammonius aimed, as we do, at the reconcile- 
ment of all sects and peoples, under the once common 
faith of the Golden Age, trying to induce the nations to 
lay aside their contentions—in religious matters at any 
rate—by proving to them that their various beliefs are all 
more or less legitimate children of one common parent, 
the Wisdom Religion.” “It is the priesthood which has 
to be held responsible for the reaction of our day in favour 
of Materialism. It is by worshipping and enforcing on 
the masses the worship of the shells of pagan ideals— 
personified for purposes of allegory—that, the latest 
exoteric religion has made of Western lands a pande- 
monium ; in which the higher classes worship the golden 
calf, and the lower and ignorant masses are made to 
worship an idol with feet of clay.” “The greatest crime 
that was ever perpetrated upon mankind was committed 
on that day when the first priest invented the first prayer 
with a selfish object in view. A God who may be pro- 
pitiated by iniquitous prayers to ‘bless the arms’ of the 
worshipper, and send defeat and death to thousands of 
his enemies—his brethren; a Deity that can be supposed 
not to turn a deaf ear to chants of laudation mixed with 
entreaties for a ‘fair, propitious wind’ for Self, and as 
naturally disastrous to the selves of other navigators 
who come from an opposite direction—it is this idea of 
God that has fostered selfishness in man, and deprived him 
of his self-reliance. Prayer is an ennobling action when 
it is an intense feeling, an ardent desire rushing forth from 
our very heart, for the good of other people, and when 
entirely detached from any selfish personal object; the 
craving for a beyond is natural and holy in man, but on 
the condition of sharing that bliss with others. One 


138 Teachings of H. P. Blavatsky 


' can understand and well appreciate the words of the 
‘heathen’ Socrates, who declared in his profound though 
untaught wisdom, that: Our prayers should be for blessings 
on all, in general, for the gods know bes what ts good 
forus.” . 


OCCULTISM AND SCIENCE 


“NOTHING can be further from the intention of any true 
Occultist than to look unsympathetically on the efforts 
that are being made in the area of physical inquiry. 
The exertions and labours undertaken to solve as many 
as possible of the problems of Nature have always been 
holy in his sight. (Scientists) observe facts with a 
patience that cannot be surpassed. And, subject to the 
limitations under which they observe Nature, they are 
beautifully accurate in the record of their observations. 
(Consequently) the true Occultist will rather appreciate 
the pathos of a situation in which great industry and 
thirst for truth are condemned to disappointment, and 
often to confusion. That which is to be deplored, how- 
ever, in respect to Modern Science, is in itself an evil 
manifestation of the excessive caution which in its most 
favourable aspect protects Science from over-hasty con- 
clusions: namely, the tardiness of Scientists to recognize 
that other instruments of research may be applicable to 
the mysteries of Nature besides those of the physical 
plane, and that it may be impossible to appreciate the 
phenomena of any one plane correctly without observing 
them as well from the points of view afforded by others.” 

“Chemistry and Physiology are the two great magicians 
of the future, which are destined to open the eyes of man- 
kind to great physical truths.” “There is but one science 
that can henceforth direct modern research into the one 
path which will lead to the discovery of the whole, hitherto 
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Occult truth, and it is the youngest of all—Chemistry, 
as it now stands reformed. There is no other, not exclud- 
ing Astronomy, that can so unerringly guide scientific 
intuition, as can Chemistry.” “It is on the doctrine of 
the illusive nature of Matter, and the infinite divisibility 
of the Atom, that the whole Science of Occultism is built. 
It opens limitless horizons to Substance, informed by the 
divine breath of its Soul in every possible state of tenuity, 
states still undreamed of by the most spiritually disposed 
Chemists and Physicists. Science has no right to deny 
to the Occultists their claim to amore profound knowledge 
of the so-called Forces, which, they say, are only the effects 
of causes generated by Powers, substantial, yet super- 
sensuous, and beyond any kind of Matter with which 
Scientists have hitherto become acquainted.” “The 
qualities of, or what is perhaps the best available term, 
the characteristics of, Matter, most clearly bear a direct 
relation always to the senses of Man. Matter has exten- 
sion, colour, motion (molecular motion), taste, and smell, 
corresponding to the existing senses of Man, and the next 
characteristic it develops—let us call it for the moment 
‘Permeability’—will correspond to the next sense of 
Man, which we may call ‘Normal Clairvoyance’. Thus, 
when some bold thinkers have been thirsting for a fourth 
dimension, to explain the passage of Matter through 
Matter, they have been in want of a sixth characteristic of 
Matter. The three dimensions belong really to only one 
attribute, or characteristic, of Matter—extension; and 
popular common sense justly rebels against the idea 
that, under any condition of things, there can be more 
than three of such dimensions as length, breadth and thick- 
ness. These terms, and the term ‘dimension’ itself, all 
belong to one plane of thought, to one stage of evolution, 
to one characteristic of matter.” 

(The Solar Theory.) “The Sun is the heart of the Solar 
world (system) and its brain is hidden behind the (visible) 
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Sun. Thence, sensation is tadiated into every nerve- 
centre of the great body, and the waves of the life-essence 
flow into each artery and vein. . . . The planets are 
its limbs and pulses. Occult philosophy denies that the 
Sun is a globe in combustion, but defines it simply as a 
world, a glowing sphere, the real Sun being hidden behind, 
and the visible Sun being only its reflection, its shell. 
The Nasmyth willow leaves . . . are the reservoirs of 
Solar vital energy ; the vital electricity that feeds the whole 
system; the Sun in abscondito being thus thestore-house 
of our little Cosmos, self-generating its vital fluid, and 
ever receiving as much as it gives out, and the visible 
Sun, only a window cut into the real Solar palace and 
presence, which, however, shows without distortion the 
interior work. Thus, during the Manvantaric Solar 
period, or life, there is a regular circulation of the vital 
fluid throughout our System, of which the Sun is the heart 
—like the circulation of the blood in the human body; 
the Sun contracting as rhythmically as the human heart 
does at every return to it. Only, instead of performing 
the round in a second or two, it takes the Solar blood ten 
of its years to circulate, and a whole year to pass through 
its auricle and ventricle before it washes the lungs, and 
passes thence back to the great arteries and veins of the 
System. Astronomy knows of the fixed cycle of eleven 
years when the number of Solar spots increases ,the increase 
being due to the contraction of the Solar Heart. The 
Universe, our World in this case, breathes, just as man 
and every living creature, plant, and even mineral, does 
upon the Earth; and as our Globe itself breathes every 
twenty-four hours.” 


INDEX TO QUOTATIONS 


INDEX TO QUOTATIONS 


PART ONE 
ISIS UNVEILED 

d ; Vol. 
Eastern Adepts - - - - - - -g ~ Preface 
When one sees mortal man - - - ey Pa Ld aT 
Man-spirit proves - - - Sioa Wana 
On the one hand, dogmatic aotosy - in peal bY 
Were it possible - - - - - SUPE OE bare. 4 
Examples of clerical intolerance - - In 7 
Pure teachings of Jesus - - - - I 124-150 
Its object is not to force - - : Caney rst) 
In undertaking to inquire - - - Se PE 
Apostasy from the faith - - em tens AN tree Salty Ps 
India and Aryan Culture - - - - I 618-620 
With them science and religion - - Pi ene Ory 
God formed things - - - - =. ) Eo ened 
The Rosicrucian theory - - - <i, SLA. 
Such were the results - - - - 2\5) fs 620 
Thus will antiquity be vindicated - ~ ime T O21 
For a belief to be universal - - - ap AEE OLS 
Fundamental Principles - - - - I 587-590 
So-called miracles - - - : Pe Sy L20 
Laws of Nature are the same - - - If 16 
There are two kinds’ - - - =e ha 250 
Van Helmont and Paracelsus - . - I 57 
Pure primeval magic - - - - CCIE UNM ZO) 
Magic brooks no rival - - - - - Ar. 636 
Mediumship—those best prepared - - TI 636 
Were these god-like men - - - =i 486 
But mediumship as now understood - - I 487, 488 
A medium needs - - - - - =o ED £502 
The tree known by its fruits - - - 1 488 
These men were mediators - - + - 1 488 


144 INDEX TO QUOTATIONS 


If we apply the above law 


Nowhere throughout the O. T. 


It was the doctrine of the ancients 


Saul was on the verge - 


Why should spiritualists wonder 


The disputants are battling 
As God creates’) - - 


< 


‘ 
ee ee ee ey eH OO 


628 
ot 
“oe 


Psychometry - - = . = 
Time - = - - - - (Ss. 
The flash of memory - - - - 
Trinity of man and Nature - . - 
Conclusion - - - - = a 
PART TWO 


THE SECRET DOCTRINE 


The Secret Doctrine is not 
In this age of crass - 


Three fundamental Propositions 


The Stanzas - - 
The fundamental law - 
Man is powerless - 


The Universe with everything 


Nothing is permanent - 


The evolution of the God -idea 


A man can have - ~ 
When the Theosophists 
The attempt to derive - 
The Secret Doctrine teaches 
The Logos or Creative Deity 
In every religion we find 
Nocosmogony - - 
Christian Theology - 
The original transcendental 
These abstractions become 
The Universe is worked 
The whole Kosmos - 

Tn order to become = 


Vol. 


' 
ee rer | 


(Isis, 1 
ae 
oe 
= pe 
“Jae 
- e 
© bare 
- I 
= ak 
=) 
Tae 
< I 
* I 


491 


492 

493 

492 

57 

58 

62 

183 -186 
68, 69) 
179 

635 
634-640 


Preface 
Introductory 
Proem 
Proem 
294 

832 

294 

71 
348 

567) 
376 
37° 
300 
373, 374 


INDEX TO QUOTATIONS 145 


Vol. 
Mr. A. R. Wallace - - - - = I) 332,233 
Angels aremen - - - “ . > “it 206 
As the process” - - - - - = (i 300 
Though for the Pantheists_ - - - - I 498 
If God is Absolute - . > - = I: 443 
The essence of Darkness . - - - I 98,99 
Lucifer the Spirit of - - - - RG ANB ay ft 
Great intellect - - - - - Se Tie a7 3 
There is no Devil : - : - - I 406 
For the Church - - - - - - I 148,149 
The One Life - - - - - - I 695 
Those who believe in cae Gy - - s) \E FOO. Pe 
An Occultist - - : : - - I 704, 705 
Intimately, or rather - =O ai : : 320 
Questions with regard to - - - 2 IN ZEO 37 
Eastern Philosophy - - - - = ‘(it 194 
For logic - - - - (Key to Theosophy, 104) 
Physical organic progress “opciones Quotation Book, 37) 
The law of Karma - - - =) Ir 7188 
The Darwinian theory of - - - - I 238 
Death is merely - - - - - eh at aan a § 
These lives are countless - - - = If 9442 
In each of us - - - - =S s. MEL 540 
Esoteric Philosophy teaches - - - ede ios) 
Occultism does not accept - - - - I 268, 269 
The idea of universal life - - - =k CO 
Occultism says that - - > - PRUE aud 
Science teaches us - - - - = ee RC 2Oe 
The whole order of Nature - - - - I 298. 
The Secret Doctrine teaches - - - ooste ay! 
The Earth is passing - - - - - Ir 76-88 
The refusaltoadmit - - - - = TE Ry 
The next great Manvantara - - - - 1 288 
Is this annihilation - - - - SSA Bly 548) 

PART THREE 

Vol 
In view of the strangeness - - ~ - Ir 469 
The reader who is not - - - - = Sy Dens s 
No true Theosophist - - - - - Il 676,677 
It has been often remarked - - - - Il 307 


No mythological story - - = = Bo yh Bean 


146 INDEX TO QUOTATIONS 


Vol. 
The imagination of the masses - - =e 
The cycle of legends’ - - - - =. EE 
The untiring researches - - - - a 
The proofs brought forwaid - - - ue 
Professor Sayce - - - - - = | 435 
An impenetrable veil - - - - -. H 
Whenever the question - - - - - I 
This negative reply = - - - - ty 
As to Natural Selection - - - oa 
It is this divergence - - - - eriyere 
The Educated profane - - - - cae 2 
In our modern day - - - - eae 
If asked to define - - - - paheat 3 ' 
Blind force - - - - - - U 
Our readers - - - - =) Sy ete 
The pendulum of thought” - - - = REE 
Nevertheless, we have - - - - Ng 3 
The exaggerations - - - - +, URE 
The ape as he grows” - - - - = ete 
Of course we are quite aware - - - 
The absurdity of such - - - - ee 
Owing to the very type - - - </, ght 
We have given - - - - - a 
The unnatural union - - - oN. dso 
The Secret Doctrine - - - - = We 
The Monad has to pass - - - eae 
Between man and the animal - - =) St 
The Doctrine teaches - - - - = a 
The progenitors of man - - - - 1k 
Each class of creators - - - - =) wee 
Man is certainly - Si ate - - = pdt 
As regards the evolution - - - = bad 
There are two creations - - - - oi 
Let the reader remember - - - = RE 
It is proposed then - < - - - 
(Scientists) agree that - - - - - I 
The third Continent - - - - pean t 
As witnesses to. - - - - - ane 
Easter Island - - - - - =) EE 
Thus we name - - - - - ae 6 2 
The fifth Continent - - - - ees 
That worlds, and also races - - - ea. 2 


307 
821 
323 
325 
73° 
I31 
681 
682 
684, 685 
686 
687 
689 
689, 690 
690 
691 
727, 728 
700 
720 
683 
712 
720 
721 
728 
727 
402 
45 
85 
279 
92 
99 
768 


INDEX TO QUOTATIONS 47 


ie Vol. 
Where did the first man - - - = ir 787 
Physical man, we say - - =e ci ats Meier, 
It may make our position” - - - Bee 732 
Nor ought the’ - - - - - Soe Leen O) 
Enough has been said - - : - - II 462 
The Human Races - - - - - II 463 
Occult Philosophy teaches - - - - Il 463, 464 
It is a most suggestive | - . - - It 824 
This process of preparation - - - - II 465 
Thus it is the mankind - - - - II 465 
It is not in the course of - - - At Was rr 4 
On the law of parallel - _— - - - - It 465, 466 
PART FOUR 

Vol. : 
Man’s organism was) - - . - - Il 49 
As to the question - - - - aL TELS or 
Ifthe materialized forms - - - - mW 184 
The Occult Doctrine maintains - - = NCEE £00 
So farasourpresent - - - - =) GPS 7225-723 
Ifman is really - - : - - = 2 IEE79 
Man was the Store-house~ - - - = “FE =.g03 
We would ask Science - - - - - It 694 
Mr. Samuel Laing - - - - - II 695, 606 
What Physiologist - - - - - II 124 
In the Descent of Man - - - - - II 125 
Occultism proposes - - - - =; (IE) 126 
And now letus - - - - . =) } Jtt40 
What say the old - - - - =) IT 1425-143 
Thus the pristine - - - - - II 143 
In the Vishnu Purana - - - - - It 695 
Eve is not - - - - - - - Ir 698 
It is thusa > - - - - - Il 145 
That the FallofMan - - - - - -Il 214-216 
The claim that physical - - - So a ee 
Darwin’s evolution - - - - - II 162, 163 
The evolutionary series . - - - I 289 
Ancient Buildings - - - - - II 289, 290 


Of yet standing - - : * S 2) 1 4351-355 


148 INDEX TO QUOTATIONS 


Vol. 
The largest ismade_ - - - - PA tay 
These are, then - - - ie & eee 
No Occultist - - - S < ge 
Mankind will not - - - - Eee st 
It may be complained - - - s Pe F 
An indication - - - - - eek i: 
The Third Eye - - - - + PT 
Such isthe mystery - - - = Me i 
The question is - - - - = Pe: 
The ‘‘Eye of Shiva’’ - - - sein 
Descartes - - - - - < a Ey 
The Cyclopean eye - - - - =n fi 
We have said elsewhere - = 4 Seen 
The first Cosmic Flood - - - = WEE 
The Deluge is” - - - - - PSR 
The Mexicans had - : - 2 Aes i hs 
It isthe submersion - - - - =. ES 
Noah’s Deluge - - - 3 «= goes: 
There is more than one - - - oa 8 
Creative powers - - - - = <1 ent 
The allegory of Adam - - - = a 
The Fall was the result - - - Seer 
The Seven Primeval - - - - - 41 
Yet such was the - - - - ot ME 
The Fallen Angels - - - - ar 
Professor Rawlinson - - - - Sere 
The division of the history - - - (Isis, 
Universal tradition - - - Ms <5 Pan 
It was the Golden Age - - :s Seer 
It was under the direct - - - = PRT 
“There have been - - - - = Lit: 
It has been repeatedly - - - - PE 
Now the writer - - - - - =~ ir 
Speaking of the keys - = = _ Pated 
Among other arts - - - - ae 
The ‘‘ World Egg”’ - - 2 és Bins 
The Secret Teaching - . ~ - tae 2 
Itisowing to - - - - s RoR 
Then, again, it is - - - - Ps 
The Christian - - - - 3 aie We 
In the minds of the - - - = a eae 
TheS.D.teachesus - - - 3 ava 


355 
355 
277 
465 
302 
3097 
308 
308 
309 
316 
311 
313 
147 
148 
149, 150 
325 
328 
818 
65 


226 
539, 540 
541 ~ 
541, 542 
407, 408 
762 

34) 

365 

285 

229 

447 

567 

521 

22 

449 
94,95 
384, 385 
389 

392 

394 

575 

582 | 


428, 429 


’ 


INDEX TO QUOTATIONS 


The Incorporeal Intelligences 


The Vision of Ezekiel 
The Brahmanical- 
The claim that the 
The original idea 
There are no ancient 
Whether as the Lotus 
The Lotus or Padma 
It washeldas_ - 

In the World of - 


The ‘‘Waters’’ isanother - 


Venus Aphrodite 
Letters as well as 

It was the knowledge 
It is not Shakespeare 
It is not the Jewish 
Pan wasatone - 
With the Egyptians 
Why, it is asked 

To demonstrate - 
The above is written 


We have concerned ourself 


Mankind the majority 
Every Occult truth 


It is personal selfishness 


The day has come 
Nevertheless the secret 


PART 


There have been comparatively 
Few are the strong minds~ - 
In its generally accepted - 


The compound word 
Occultism or Theurgy 
The Personal God | 
Thus every mortal 
The Delphic command 
The most suggestive 
The tree is known by 


Vol. 


II 
II 
II 
EL 


I 
Ln en BA on BO oe BO on Oe Bo 


Lol as len lanl a Een lo A 
Sos le Oe 


Vol. 


iil 


495 
412, 413 
657 
124 
638 
614 
616 
96 . 
663 
601 


838-842 


14 
23,24 
50 

70 

54 

213 
62, 63 
57 

61 

60 

58 

Jo 

64 

66 
138-141 


149 


* 


All this is allegorical - 
Which then of the - 


In 1887 - 


If Humanity is to accept 


Does all this 


The false rendering - 


The work of propagating 


Every revealer of mysteries - 


The Marquis 


The Church Fathers’ - 
If Jesus pronounced - 
Those who labour - 
The Occultists claim - 
In view of the great - 


If the Presence 


What Orientalist can say 


Upon reading 


The Indian Yogi - 


One day the profane 


Moses was - 
Moses utilized 
If Moses knew 


The Mysteries were - 
The need of veiling - 
The Initiates were - 
The Mysteries preceded 


Said Clemens 


Excesses of power - 


As far back 


Of the true Mysteries - 
Glory totheeOSun_ - 


No one can seriously study 


All that is grand - 
It isthe priesthood - 
The greatest crime - 
Nothing can be further- 


Chemistry and 


There is but one - - 
It ison the doctrine - 


The qualities 


The Sun isthe heart - 


PRINTED BY FISHER, KNIGHT AND CO 


Mo 


INDEX TO QUOTATIONS =~ 


Vol. % ¥ 
- - - Il 143 
: a - I 158 
- - - Ir 288 
- - - 1 158 
= = = 3“ ggae 
- - - WI 44 
- - - Ill 45 
- - - tir 89; 90 
- - - FIT 2 -7Gy ae 
- - - Il 79 
- - - m1 80, 81 
- - - 1 89 
- 2 = ES 
= - = Ill 229 
- - - Ill 425 
- - +) “Ee2ay 
- - - HE Seae 
: - - - TW 245 : 
- - - I 418 
- - “A Il 74 
- - =) AES 
- - - Im 168 , 


- - - Yr 267 

- - - I 255 

- - - Il 277 

- - +. Wl sare 

- - - WI 278 

- - : I 364 

2 - - II 307 5 
- - - I 632 

- - - Il 51 

- - 2 Ill. 32 

- - = 26m 

- + = ee 

- - - I 566 

I - = Joi a2 

© > ~~. E590, 592 


“DATE DUE 


SS | ne Se 
rr 
[aaa + 
i = 
+ 
malt 
+— oe 
L L { 
= + 
— = 
i h | 
GAYLORD | PRINTEDINU.S-A+ | 


m7 tt il th a 


Blavatsky, Helene Petrovna 


Ozh 
Fragments from the teachings of B61) 
H. P. Blavatsky IP7 


subject t 


